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TO GENERAL MILTON STAPP, 

MADISON, INDIANA, 

Sir,— 

Your kindness in administering to my necessities, while a 
prisoner in Mexico, and the assiduity with which you prose- 
cuted your application for my release from that imprisonment, 
and your final success in procuring my liberty, deserves, as it 
has received, the highest reward that a grateful heart can 
give. And your friendship to me shall be held in grateful 
recollection to the latest hour of my life. More than this, I 
have not in my power to bestow, except it be to give you a 
faithful history of that eventful period of my life ; which you 
I will find in the following pages, and which is here most re- 

^^ spectfuUy inscribed to you, by one who is proud to acknow- 
s* ledge you as his friend, and most earnestly desires that your 
. life may be' long, happy, and useful. 

I am. Sir, 
^ • Yours, with great respect, 

^^ William P, Stapp. 
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PRISONERS OF PEROTk 



BOOK I. 



CHAPTER I. 

Texan Independence— Rapid advance in improvement — Santa Anna- 
Alarms on the frontier in 1842 — Incursion of General Batcot — ^Affair 
of Davis and Canales on the Nueces — Capture of Bexar by General 
A. Woll— Affair of the Salado— Massacre of Dawson*s company — ^Re- 
treat of Woll, and his conduct whilst at Bexar — ^Rendezvous of Somer- 
Tille*8 expedition. ~ ' 

Thx Texan War of Independence, which opened with the battle 
of Gonzales, October Ist, 1835, and closed with the rout of San 
Jacinto, April 2l8t, 1836, was a drama too pregnant with decisive 
cSonsequences to both belligerent^ to leave either in a mood or con- 
dition for its immediate renewal. The army of invasion, with 
which Santa Anna had entered the insurgent province, comprised 
not only the choice troops, but nearly the whole disposable force. of 
the Mexican Republic Every soldier of the regular line, not ab- 
solutely indispensable to the domestic guard service — every tenant 
of the prisons — with the whole militia contingent his powers of 
conscription enabled him to levy — were embodied in the force 
which this infuriate Attila brought to exterminate the gallant op- 
ponents of his usurpation and despotism. The spirit of those revo- 
lutionists he had quelled, and over whose subjugated necks he had 
strode into the dictator's chair, had ][allied anew in the most formi- 
dable quarter of his dominions, and its dawning achievements 
menaced alike the integrity of his empire, and the security of his 
power. The work of national emancipation was begun anresb,— 
# 8 
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14 PRISONERfi OF PEROTB. 

its sympathies larked in the very atmosphere of his capital, and all 
things sunk subordinate to its prompt and effectual extinction. 
With characleristic vigour and sagacity he set out upon his bloody 
crusade, provided with all the imposing means within his reach, for 
the consummation of his designs. The butcheries of Goliad and 
Bexar, the carnage and devastation that marked his triumphal 
career from the San Antonio to the Jacinto, bear mournful witness 
of the magnitude of his preparations and the resistless numbers of 
his array. The tragic sequel of the short but sanguinary struggle, 
involving in one common ruin the invader and his cohorts, is too 
familiar to bear a recapitulation. An hour of dread retribution on 
the plains of San Jacmto placed the Mexican leader an uncondi- 
tional captive in the hands of his enemies ; and scarce a succeed- 
ing fortnight elapsed ere his last fugitive soldier had mounted the 
western bank of the Rio Grande. 

However brilliant the renown which the valour, wisdom, and 
fortitude of this tix months' campaign had flung over the arras of 
the young Anglo-American Republic, her condition at its close 
unequivocally demanded the adoption of a policy roost likely to 
bring repose to her shattered energies, recruit her wasted strength, 
and enable her to secure, through an improved organization, those 
national advantages achieved by her unparalleled heroism. Brief as 
was the conflict, its intense and concentrated action — its rapid and 
frightful alternations of victory and defeat — its conflagrations of 
her towns— destruction of her citizen soldiery, and general para- 
lysis of her industrial prosperity, left her a work of ruin to restore, 
that needed peace and her undistracted attention to facilitate. 

Despite the^-^onfulfllment of most of the articles of the conven- 
tion, entered into between President Santa Anna and the Texan 
Cabinet, (scrupulously fulfilled on the part of the latter, and faith- 
lessly violated by the former in all the important pledges proposed 
by him,) other causes concurred to bestow upon Mexico and Texas, 
respectively, that respite from military operations, so acceptable to 
the people of 'both, and so highly and peculiarly advantageous to 
Texas. The costly and disastrous experiment essayed by Mexico, 
to stifle the freedom of the infant- republic by one gigantic swoop 
of ravage and invasion, recoiled upon her with so retaliatory a 
shock of ruin and disgrace as led her equally unable as unwilling 
to try the hazard of a second venture. The immolated thousands 
of her conscripts, whose bones were left to bleach upon the plains 
her puissant resentm.ent had devoted to the scourge of war — her 
captive battalions gorging every stronghold of Texas, appealed less • 
eloquently to her fears and apprehensions than did the terror- 
stricken fugitives who returned from the foray, spreading their 
tales of consternation amongst their appalled countrymen, and 
magnifying the prowess and chivalry of their victorious foe, into 
deeds of invincibility, that froze the heart and blanched the cheek 
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of their most/]&untles» auditors. Superior as was her power, and 
supei'pilious as were her hauteur and insolence, the hjow they i)ad 
received had humbled her too low for any immediate vindication. 
The popular excitements in her interior, with the embarrassed state 
of her foreign relations, likewise contributed their share to confine 
for a period of nearly six years the form of her hostility to Texas 
to empty proclamations and a few predatory demonstrations on the 
frontier. 

Texas was no sooner cleared of the grim realities of war, than 
Fhe applied herself with an activity and intelligence unsurpassed, 
to the organization of her government, the recognition by foreign 
powers of her independence ; and the earnest achievement of all 
the blessings of peace and freedom, for which she had so heroically 
encounter^ the vengeance and injuries of her powerful foe. The 
story of her romantic devotion to liberty ; the promptness with 
which she entered upon her seemingly hopeless resistance to op- 
pression ; her unshringing courage and unyielding firmness through 
the most imminent perils and overwhelming disasters ; her romantic 
generosity in the intoxication of victory, and the glory and lustre 
of her unaided emanpipation from the thraldom of the tyrant, had 
collectively so dignified and adorned her struggle in the eyes of the 
world, as to excite an intense and universal solicitude for her wel- 
fare. 'Scarcely had the wisdom of her civil councils perfected the 
symmetry and order of her institutions, ere the door of the halls of 
nations was flung open for her admission ; and her youthful hands 
claspecf in the glalved embrace oL the most august and powerful 
governments of the earth. Population poured its impetuous and 
fertilizing streams upon her shores ; towns and cities sprunor ]iko 
ma^ic from her surface, her plains and valleys^teemed with the 
choicest treasures of agriculture, and all tho bounteous arts of life 
that an expanding enterprise, commerce, and navigation can sup- 
ply, began augmenting her resources, and expanding her prosperity. 
To a climate and soil whose Falubrity and fertility suffers from any 
attempt at embellishment, with prairies and uplands, streams, hills, 
and skies, whose gorgeous beauty wrung frequent exclamations of 
delight and amazement from the wretched Santa Anna himself, 
Texas unites a government matchless for the wisdom and liberality 
of its provisions, reciprocally blessing ^nd sustained by a people, 
the most chivalrous and generous amongst the families of men. 
What marvel then if her strides in advancement, not only une- 
clipsed, but unexampled in the history of nations, should overawe 
for a time an unrelenting but enervate adversary, v hose polluting 
step she had chastised from her realm, in the very childhood of her 
existence. 

Though his guardian angel of revolution not long afler his re- 
turn, again lif\ed Santa Anna into supreme authority at home, and 
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his dastardly menaces were from time to time fulminated against 
the tranquillity and sovereignty of Texas, she continued unchecked 
in 'her care^ of aggrandizement, mocking at his threats, and de- 
fying his idle bravadoes. With her small but gallant navy, she 
chased his shipping from the seas, blockaded his harbours, and in- 
sulted his pusillanimous flag, by every provoking taunt and chal- 
lenge she could contrive. Since his own departing footprints were 
graven upon the beach of Velasco, six years of uninterrupted peace 
and fulness had rolled *oyer Texas; ere from the Gulf to the moun- 
tains, or from the Sabine to the Bravo, the recurring sun^s broad 
eye had looked upon the form of a hostile Mexican. 

As incompetent to emancipate his malignant soul from the me*- 
moly of his ignominious defeat and capture, as he is incapable of 
the moral effort of gratitude or faith; too cowardly to avenge Mis ' 
misfortunes, and too ignoble to forgive them, Santa Anna through- 
out this period garrisoned the Mexican towns along the Rio Grande, 
with large bodies of vagabond and degenerate mercenaries ; in- 
structed to cross, plunder, and harass the Texan frontier, ' at 
whatever defenceless points his rahbU canaille could effect a de- 
scent with impunity. This vanguard of his vapouring Excellency's 
ofl-announced re-invasion, so seldom extended their incursions 
beyond the Nueces, and so precipitately retraced their steps on the 
slightest intimation of their skulking presence being known, that 
the people of the frontier most accessible to their assaults, not only 
regarded their vicinity without apprehension, but came in time to 
disband every form of military police, which previous precaution 
had instituted for the protection of their property, so free from all 
alarm or anxiety was the public mind, in regard to these formidable 
bands, recruited and posted for the ostensible object of redeeming 
the lost honour of Mexico, but hitherto signalizing their chivalry 
by no more valiant exploits than an occasional act of rapine, un- 
dertaken with the profoundest secrecy, conducted with consummate 
caution, and promptly abandoned on the first approach of discovery 
or resistance. 

The spring of 1842 opened with considerable reinforcements to 
these garrisons, followed by a more imposing proclamation of inva- 
sion than usual ; and hy authentic information received from various 
parts in the interior of^^ Mexico,, of preparations actually making by 
the Dictator, for putting into execution his long-meditated assault. 
So ^rave an aspect had these. demonstrations excited, that a procla- 
mation was issued by the Executive of Texas, detailing the appre- 
hended danger, and inviting the people in the various military 
districts to organize for defence; and more particularly advising 
the raising a volunteer force to protect the western frontier, until 
the country could be placed in an efficient condition fur the recep- 
tion of the enemy. In compliance with his recommendation, several 
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small detachments of volunteers were despatched to the frontier, 
to act as corps of observation, and afford such protection to the 
border, as their limited numbers could give. 

Previous to their march, an^ very early in the spring, General 
Basciis, the Mexican officer in command at Presidio Rio Grande, 
(a northern post upon the river of that name,) crossed the Rio 
Grande at the head of a Jarge body of troops, variously exaggerated 
by rumour, ^nd penetrating by forced marchesr the wilderness lying 
between Presidio and Bexar, succeeded in surprising that defence- 
less town, dispersing its population, and pillaging and carrying off 
whatever property their rapid retreat allowed them to transport. 
This predatory attack, trifling as it was in its result, excited no in- 
considerable alarm in the minds of the people residing on the San 
Antonio, and by its audacity and the force employed in its execu- 
tion, generally contribdted to strengthen the existing apprehensions 
of a general mvasion. Being followed up, however, by no second 
demonstration from the quarter from which it proceeded, public 
ainxiety became concentrated on the lower route, between Mier 
and Matamoras, where General Canales was reported to be in 
force, and waiting for the subsiding of the waters, swollen by the 
heavy spring rains, to advance into Texas. In the mean while a 
volunteer corps under the command of General I)avis, had taken 
up a position on the west bank of the Nueces, near San Patricio, 
watching the motions of Canales, through their spies on the Rio 
Grande, and communicating them to the government. These men, 
amounting to something less than two hundred, wholly unsupported, 
destitute of. artillery, and encamped in the open prairie near the 
river, unprotected by any form of works, elicited the attention of 
Canales, who regarding them as an easy prey, advanced to their 
capture or destruction, near the 8th of the month of July. The 
Texans, advised of his approach, abandoned their camp at the close 
of day, leaving their tents standing, and camp-fires burning, and 
retiring to a more secure station under the second bluff of the 
river, lay upon their arms during the night, ready to avail them- 
selves of whatever advantages a ni^ht attack from the enemy 
might afford them. Though in the immediate vicinity of their 
camp with a force of near a thousand men, of cavalry and infentry, 
Canales, distrusting the deceitful quiet of their noiseless tents, and 
apprehensive of an ambuscade, permitted the night to wear off 
without any attempt to molest them. Early on the following 
morning, as a party of the Texans were bringing off some provi- 
sions and cooking-utensHs from the tents, a-combined assault was 
made upon them by the whole Mexican force, aided by the fire of 
several pieces of artillery, so disposed as to rake the encampment 
The party in quest of provisions reached their comrades in safety, 
disclosing his mistake to the Mexican leader; who immediately 
reversing his order of battle, bore down upon Davis and his men 
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with equal fnry he had just bestowed upon the empty carop. The 
Texans received him with characteristic coolness and reserve, 
waiting until his lines approached within fifty or sixty yards, when 
a volley from their unerring rifles emptied a fcore or two of saddles, 
and drove the broken infantry some distance to the rear of their 
artillery. Here they remained formed out of reach of rifle-shot, 
directing their harmless cannon against the Texans, who advancing 
in platoons after each discharge of their guns, shot down the men 
who served them, and regained their cover, before a second dis- 
charge could be brought to bear on ihem. The engagement lasted 
in this form for something above an hour; when the Mexicans 
began a disorderly retreat, covered by their cavalry, whose superior 
numbers checked any attempt at pursuit. 

This discomfiture of General Canales terminated all further 
attempt against the tranquillity of the frontier during the summer; 
and quiet and confidence were again restored to the border settle- 
ments. But the irrepressible enterprise of the Mexican brigands, 
revived with the recall and disbandment of the Texan pickets, 
who had hitherto so effectually restrained them. Early in Sep- 
tember, General Adrian Woll, with a band of some 1,300 men, (a 
part of General Basci^'s force,) pursuing the same route taken by 
that Parthian robber in the preceding spring, surprised Bexar 
again, and after a sharp conflict with the citizens, compelled them 
to capitulate to his overwhelming numbers. The District Court 
being in session at the time/had collected in the town a number of 
persons drawn there by business, whoaHer uniting with the popula- 
tion in a short but manly resistance, became necessarily fellow- 
victims to the surrender. 

Relying on the time that must elapse before any adequate fofrce 
could be raised in the interior and despatched to chastise his teme- 
rity, Woll encamped at Bexar, for the purpose of extending his 
pillage over a broader theatre than his more timid predecessor had 
accomplished. Near a week was thus passed in refreshing and 
loading his banditti, when advices reached him that Colonel Cald- 
well, with a hundred and ^our volunteers hastily raised near Gon- 
zales, had reached the neighbourhood of Bexar, and taken up a 
position on the Salado, a small creek in the vicinity, to await 
reinforcements preparatory to attacking him. The Mexican deem- 
ing this a rare opportunity for mingling some laurels with his plun- 
der, left the town with a competent guard, and marching directly 
for the camp of Caldwell, was enabled by his superiority of forc6 
entirely to surround it. Here a desultory combat raged between 
this handful of riflemen and twelve hundred of their assailants for 
near three days. A company of fifty-three Texans, under the com- 
mand of Captain Dawson, from La Grange, in attempting to cut 
their way to Caldwell, were enclosed in a regiment of Mexicans 
six hundred strong ; when, with the aid of a field-piece, U^oy were 
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literally hewed to pieces; battling with Spartan courage to the 
last, and leaving but fourteen survivors, twelve badly wounded, as 
prisoners, and two who effected their escape from the field. With 
near four hundred of his tnen left dead on the banks of the Salado, 
Woll began his retreat on the third day ; pursued to the very 
eubuibs of Bexar, by the intrepid Texans. Here the disconcerted 
Mexicans paused no longer than was required to secure their priso- 
ners and baggage^ when they abandoned the town and prosecuted 
their retreat as rapidly as the incumbrances to their march admitted 
of. Colonel Caldwell entered the village as soon as it was evacuated, 
and being joined during the same night by an accession of force, 
recommenced the' pursuit on the following day. . Having come up 
with Woll on the Rio Hondo, some sixty miles from Bexar, he 
found the Mexicans too strongly entrenched in a swamp, to afibrd 
any hope of dislodging them with his feeble command ; and having 
called a council of his officers, it was decided to relinquish for the 
present, any further retaliation upon the retreating freebooters. 

This incursion of Woll, though involving the most trifling loss of 
life on the part of the Texans, as contrasted with that suffered by the 
invaders, roused an exasperated spirit throughout the country, that 
called for immediate measures of redress. With no regular force 
with which to garrison these frontier towns — with a scattered and 
scanty population, liable at all periods to the attack of these insolent 
and lawless marauders, it was obvious to all that security of person 
and property was not otherwise to be obtained than by carrying the 
war into the enemy's country, and inflicting upon hi» own citizens 
some memorable chastisement. Amongst the fifty-two prisoners 
carried off into captivity by Woll, not on^ were all the leading and 
mfluential citizens of Besar, but as we before intimated, the entire 
District Court, then ^nd there in session, judges, lawyers, clerks, 
sheriflTs, and all. Torn from their homes and families with the 
perspective of a Mexican dungeon before thein, the inevitable 
rigour of their unmerited lot, contributed with the lamentations of 
their agonizedJriends, to quicken into a flame the indignation which 
previous annoyance had engendered. An act of the most govelling 
barbarity on the part of the Mexican commander at Bexar aided 
to hasten this rising storm of retribution. Residing in the town at 
the time of its capture was an old and most respectable citizen, a 
Mexican by birth, an adherent to the Federal Constitution of 1824, 
and necessarily a foe Xo the usurper of his country's liberties, and 
an exile from his despotism. Though a Texan citizen by sympathy, 
loyalty, and residence, throughout her struggle with Mexico, he 
had borne arms with neither, preserving his neutrality with the 
strictest fidelity, and most unswerving honour. His only child, a 
daughter of some sixteen summers, the beautiful, accomplished, 
and peerless belle of that western wild, the pride and solace of his 
deofining life ; as tenderly devoted to the gallant author of her 



Digitized by 



Google 



20 PRISONBRS OP PEBOTB. 

being, as she was ardently cherished in return, paVticipated in hei . 
father^s captivity to the Mexican chief. The daughter's fiital at- 
tractions led to a betrayal of the father^s birth and political history. 
The latter was promptly placed in the strictest confinement, whilst 
his liberatioH and life were pressed by the enamoured rnffian upoijC 
the anguished girl, as the reward of her acquiescence in his 
wishes. They were left behind when the monster was chased 
from Bexar, to curse in heartbroken ruin their remorseless captor. 

In obedience to the general expression of public sentimenty 
President Houston issued a proclamation inviting volunteers for a 
retaliatory expedition across the Rio Grande, and designating the 
25th of October, at San Antonio de Bexar, as the time and place 
for their rendezvous. Near ^eight hundred of the most gallant 
spirits of western Texas responded to the requisition, with whom 
the author found himself associated in an enterprise which, how- 
ever disastrously it afterwards terminated, wore at its outset the 
most attractive hues of daring chivalry and high adventure. 
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CHAPtER II, , • 

San Antonio de Bexar — The Alaroo~-The Missions — The Desert of the 
Nueces — Organization of the Army — March to the Nueces — Prairie 

* Bog— Capture of Rancheros — Loredo — Pillage of Loredo— Sedition 
amongst the Troops — Retreat and Division of the Forces — Council of 
War — Departure of Colonel Bcnnett^s Command — Capture of Guerero. 

San Antonio de Bexar, the place of our rendezvous, (so memo- 
rable as the scene of numerous sanguinary conflicts,) is a town of 
great antiquity, extending on either side of the river San Antonio, 
some ten miles above the mouth of the Medina, and upwards of a 
hundfed from the sea-coast. Early in the present century its popu- 
lation is reported to have been large, but the harassing disturbances 
to which it has been subjected have gradually reduced its numbers, 
antil the present census scarcely reaches ^fleen hundred. The 
houses are generally of stone, strong, capacious, and built in the 
old Spanish style, square or oblong, one story high, and with ter- 
raced roofs. The two segments of the town, separated by the 
river, (some sixty yards wide here,) are again united by a wooden 
bridge; and grim mid:'t the scattered suburbs on the eastern 
bank, still frown the blackened ruins of the historic fortress of the ' 

* Alamo. From here, in the opening of October, 1835, the vaunting 
Cos, at the head of his horde of mercenaries, announced his design 
of making Texas a wilderness, and sweeping from her soil the last 
vestige of population ; and scarce two months rolled away ere he 
and his captive comrades deployed through its gates, naked of all 
but their dishonoured lives, bestowed by the clemency of their 
victors. Here, a few months later, the heroic Travis and his gal- 
lant band of patriot spirits beat t>ack the Mexican dictator with his 
swarming thousands, until, literally spent with carnage, they piled 
their immortal forms upon one gory hecatomb, and sunk to sleep in 
everlasting fame. The glorious reminiscences connected with this 
fortress, so honourable to Texan, and so disgraceful to Mexican 
valour, provoked the barbarian FJlisola, on his retreat from Texas 
after the field of San Jacinto, to order its walls to be prostrated, 
and its brass artillery train destroyed, and this top in wanton 
infraction of the armistice then pending between the countries. 
Vain hope to strip the old pile of its lustrous renown; since. 
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though not a Folitary monumental atone were* left standing to 
betray its site of fame, amongst the imperishable plates of history 
will It endure, chronicled and illustrated to the latest time. 

Hoary with age, defaced by war, and partially dilapidated, rise 
from out of the muskeet groves round Bexar the gray and massive 
forms of those military churches, the Missions. Reared long since 
in the depths of the wilderness by the courageous monks of the 
•order of Jesus, they served alternately for the holy ministrations of 
knowledge and religion, and as impregnable asylums against the 
sudden fury or wily treachery of their swarthy congregations. 
Many a vanished year has come and gone since monk and red. man 
fled together from their thresholds, and lefl their desecrated 
shrines and broken portals open to all whose choice or necessity 
might uxge to enter. Gone are their old green woods, beneain 
whose starlit glades the Indian maiden and her Spanish swain 
were wont to meet The tall wild grass shoots rankly above the 
mouldering mounds where sleep the silent shepherds of vanquished 
flocks. And voiceless, save with the hoot of the melancholy owl, 
are those ragged belfries, where pealed of yore sweet chimes of 
bells, to call the lagging herdsman and hunter to their prayers. 
They are four in number. Conception, San Jose, Stfti Juan, and 
Espada, all situated to the south of the town, and straggling some 
three miles apart, along the banks of the San Antonio. Near the 
first mentioned, the most coikiguous to the village, was achieved 
the brilliant and decisive victory by Fanning and Bowie over 
General Cos and a large body of his forces, a short time anterior to 
the storming of Bexar and its surrender to th^ Texans. 

San Antonio de Bexar is the extreme northwestern town of 
Texas. Between the river on which it stands and the Rio Grande 
stretches a wilderness, whose mean breadth is computed at a bun- . 
dred and fifty miles. Rolling prairies of rich sandy loam, clothed 
with luxuriant grass, and intersected by clear and rapid streams, 
whoso banks abound with timber, make up the general features of 
this uninhabited district Along its western U)undary rolls the 
niajestic and solitary Bravo, upon whose banks were situated the 
rich and populous Mexican villages against which our expedition 
was destmed to operate. 

The command of this foray having been entrusted by the Presi- 
dent, to Brigadier-General Alexander Somerville, (then deemed an 
ofiicer of courage and ability,) and all the volunteers being arrived 
at Bexar by the'llth of November, an election of regimental offi- 
cers was held, which resulted as follows : James R, Cook, of Wash;, 
ington, was chosen Colonel ; George T. Howard, of 'Bexar, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel, and D. L. Murphree, of Victoria, Major. The 
regiment of drafted men who made up the other division of the 
corpus, was commanded by Colonel Bennett, (of Montgomery 
county), and the aggregate force when mustered, reached to a 
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fraction above eight hundred men. This little army, so officered, 
and every man mounted and equipped with rijSe, knife, and pistols, 
vrith a hundred rounds of ammunition each, moved from the Bon 
AntoT^io on the 13th of November, 1842. 

Our march, but for that cheeriness which an advance never 
fails to inspire in the bosom of a Eoldier, was monotonous, and un- 
exciting in the extreme. Not a single instrument of military music 
accompanied the troops, neither trumpet, fife, nor drum, to wake the 
echoes of the morn with the inspiring reveille, or salute the drowsy 
ear at close of day with the animating strains of the tattoa Even 
the stimulating presence of danger was lacking; our spies scouring 
the pathless waste far and near, without reporting the dimmest 
trail of a foe. The 4th of December brought us to the Nueces, 
over which a very tolerable bridere had been constructed, by the 
advance companies of Captains Mitchell and Robertson ; and hav- 
ing crossed, men, baggage, and horses, we devoted the interval of 
a day to recruiting our wearied limbs, and regaling the cavalry, 
on the luxuriant pasturage furnished by its shores. 

Some five days before reaching the Nueces, our route, which 
had previously lain over an elevated rolling table-land, studded at 
intervals with beautiful clumps of live oak, post oak, and muskeet, 
i^as suddenly intercepted by one of those unseemly bogs, whose 
frequency through this wilderness during the rainy season, is of 
itself as efficient a barrier to the passage of troops unfamiliar with 
the country, as would be most of the defences concerted by man. 

Crossing a creek near Navarro*s old ranch, on the morning of 
the'27th of November, after a previous day of unintermitted rain, 
we struck into a poor and sandy prairie, where, before proceeding 
a mile, we became fairly engulfed in one of those deceitful quag- 
mires. Stretching out to an mdefinite distance on every side of us, 
going forward was quite as safe as turning back; and sinking 
through the grass at every step, the dismounted' men above their 
knees, and our horses still deeper, we toiled and struggled onward. 
All order of progress was promptly abandoned ; every man trusting 
to his own sagacity for his extrication, and devoting his undivided 
energies to his personal welfare. The line stretching above a mile 
in length, and coiling into the most fantastic curves ; men, mules, 
and horses, half submerged, and all fioundering as though possessed 
hy a general nightmare, produced a spectacle of the most ludicrous 
aspect imaginable. It was not until near the close of a cold and 
drizzling day allotted us for this queer navigation, that we effected 
a landing. Many of oiir pack-mules stuck fast in the^ bog, and 
finding it impracticable to leave them, they were promptly shot, to 
preserve them against the slow and lingering deaths that awaited 
them. The congratulations after a brilliant victory could scarcely 
have exceeded those that followed our arrival upon terra firma ; 
and though the rain fell in torrents throughout the night that fol- 
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lowed, toils and the past were quickly forgotten, in a hearty supper 
and as hearty a sleep. 

The morning after a day of repose upon the Nueces, Cplonel 
Flacco, a Lipan chief, who, with several followers, had joined the 
expedition in the capacity of guides, arrived in camp with de- 
spatches from Captain Hays, (who commanded one of our spy coni- 
paniee,) and reported the capture of two Mexican rancheros, or 
herdsmen, whom they had taken in the neighbourhood of Loredo» 
a Mexican village some sixty miles from our position. 

These rancheros stated the garrison of Loredo to be about eighty 
in number ; neither they nor the inhabitants having the slightest 
intelligence or apprehension of our approach. A forced march for 
the village was instantly made, where we arrived within twelve 
miles on the evening of the 7th of December. Early on the follow- 
ing morning, we entered the town, which was surrendered without ^ 
the discharge of a gun. One of our prisoners having effected his 
escape the previous night, had announced our advance; forewarned, 
the troops secured their retreat, carrying off a large supply of goods 
and provisions, with which the place was stored. Their horses 
had likewise been driven off during the ni^ht, save a few found con- 
'cealed in the houses, and yokes of oxen hid away in tlie capperel (a 
thicket) adjoining the town. This proved an irritating loss to our 
men, as many of them were dismounted, their horses having given 
out on the way, and the wearied riders being compelled to long 
marches, packing their baggage and provisions on their shoulders. 
Many of them laboured under the additional inconvenience of 
having lost their blankets and clothes ; and as the winter had set 
in with unusual severity, the absence of such indispensable com- 
forts was keenly felt. Added to this, our last day*s provision was • 
expended, and notwithstanding the voluntary bankruptcj/i* of the 
town, the General found it necessary to lay a requisition on itl^ 
. authorities for supplies. Limited as was the demand, it was com- 
plied with reluctantly, and in as stinted quantities as their fears 
allowed them to bring in. Having received it, we dropped down 
some three miles below, and encamped for the night 

On this march, a man of Captain Cameron's company, (De 
Bovce by name,) was shot hf the accidental discharge of a com- 
rade's gun ; the ball passing near his heart, and killing him almost 
instantly. He was the first member of the expedition who had 
fallen, and being brought into camp, received a soldier's burial, 
with all accompanying honours and solemnities. Alas! poor 
fellow, these tributes of respect were rendered him by some, 
whose bloody graves are yet unhonoured, unsung, and unavenged. 

The succeeding day our camp was the theatre of a scene, which, 
but for its intimate connexion with the disasters that followed^ I 
would most cheerfully forbear to allude to. 

The requisition upon the town having comprehended nothing 
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beyond a very imdeqoiite supply of provisions, those of the soldiery 
most destitute of clothing, blankets, and other necessary supplies, 
obtained leave in the morning to revisit Loredo, with no declared 
object beyond that of examining the place. Upon their return to 
camp, however, they came load^ with as various and inotley an 
assortment of pillage, as was ever brought within the lines of a 
civilized force. Blankets, beds, and bed-cloth€», cooking utensils 
of various design ; horses, mules, and asses' ; beeves, veals, and 
muttons; poultry of every genus of ornithology ; honey, bread, flour, 
sugar, and coffee ; saddles and bridles ; coats, hats, and every other 
specimen of male apparel known amongst the Mexicans ; .with 
miscellaneous decoratimis in use amongst the gentler sex, that our 
blushing muse forbids us to catalogue. 

This body of toll-takers, to the number of near two hundred, 
riding into camp, driving the live-stock before them, and with their 
bodies enwrapped to treble the ordinary dimensions of men, their 
persons hung about with all the variegated drapery of Jew clothes- 
pedlars, and horses panting under pyramidal burdens, as queerly 
assorted as a Carolina moovert looked more like a troop of equestrian 
harlequins, than brave and manly soldiers, who had crossed desert, 
bog, and river, to chastise the insolence of their country's foes, and 
avenge the manes of their butchered brethren. 

Nothing could exteed the mingled emotions of pity, diversion, 
and indignation, that filled the bosoms of those in camp, when this 
strange cavalcade of masquers reined up. The rude hand of un- 
bridled license, tHe pitiless struggle of the strong arm with the 
weak, thb Vae victis of war's worst excess, breathed eloquently 
from every feature of the dramatis persons. 

Some protested their merchandise was fairly paid for, and others 
found laj^ruage too weak to applaud the munificence of the 
generous £>nors of their collections; but by hr the greater number 
openly plead their necessities, and vindicated tke pillage, as a Mr 
retaliation for similar excesses suffered from the enemy. To the 
credit of many who participated in the outrage, be it said, that 
with a little reflection; they heartily united in condemning it, and 
voluntarily restored every article they had taken. The captains of 
companies deceived an immediate order to have all the property 
6o seized, collected and brought to the guard-fire ; where it was 
scrupulously returned to the citizens. Such portions only being 
detained as were required by the necessitous, and would have been 
embraced in the requisition of the preceding day, but for the 
alleged poverty of the dissembling foe. 

^er making restitution of the plundered property, bur camp on 
the river was struck, and tiie army put in motion in an eastwardly 
direction. Murmurs and discontent were openly and loudly ex- 
pressed at this retrograde movement; and General SomerviUe in- 
dignantly charged with the pnsillanimocts intent of aa ignominious 
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retarn hornet without pulling^ a trigger on the enenyy or doing any 
thing that wonld Bubeerve the objects, or reflect credit upon the 
expedition. His capacity for command, and his courage and con- 
duct in the affair on liand, were fireely criticised, and con- 
temptuously denounced by men and officers, almost within his 
hearing. Venting their displeasure in mutinous threats and ira- 
. precations, the march was continued, through seemingly impene- 
trable thickets, until 8 o^clock, p. m.,. when we halted for the night 
in the capperel, without forage for our horses, or water for our- 
selves. Here was another pretext for eotnplaint, whkb furnished 
the most fruitful abuse of general and officers; which can only be 
truly appreciated by those who are fiimiliar with the unbridled 
tongues of a Tolunteer camp. As soon as morning dawned, a 
search for water was ordered, and being readily found, our camp 
was moved to the pool, and all things postponed over a smoking 
breakfast. The mettle of men and officers was destined to show 
itself. 

Break&st being discussed, and a parade ordered. General Somer- 
ville proceeded in a short and animated address, to establish a 
proper understanding between himself and the malcontents. He 
deprecated with seeming candour and apparent mortification, the 
futile and inglorious results which had thus far characterized oar 
efforts. Appealed to his patriotism and soldierly bonoor, in proof 
of his eagerness to come up with the enemy, and concluded!^ 
declaring his desire to descend the river in quest of adventure, 
that ttirght dose the campaign with bene^ to the country, and 
glory to themselves. When he had finished, all who felt desirous 
of prosecuting the war, and penetrating into the Mexican territory, 
were requested to retire upon a neighboyring hill. Near five 
hundred volunteers, responded to this caU. It was next annooneed, 
tlmt such as were anxious to return home, were at liberty to go ; 
and this unwarlike privilege was immediately asserted by ene 
hundred and fifty of the drafted men, under Colonel Bennett. A 
body of these drafted militia had abandoned the expedition at 
Bexar, even before it tet out ; and most of those who had accom- 
panied it to the Rio Grande, insisted upon their orders extending 
no farther, and claimed their duty to be technically discharged i^ 
the capture and pillage of Loredo. Penetrating to this Iwirrier, 
was an achievement never before performed bj a Texan force ; 
and the renown of the exploit (however ridicok)us in other eyes), 
seemed to fill the measure of their most expatided dreams of 
glory. 

A council of the officers of the volunteer force being held, it was 
reserved to desoend the Bravo, capture Revilla, (or Guerero, as it m 
called,) and continue the descent to Mier and Camai^o, unless in- 
tercepted and repulsed by a snperior fcaece. These towns, from 
Presidio to Mttamoraa, am distant firom forty to sixty nriks apart, 
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and all, except Loredo, (which is within the Texan territory, 
though inhabited by Mexicans,) on the wejstern bank of the Rio 
Grande. Their population is variously estimated at from twelve 
to eighteen hundred souls. The Mexicans, we felt assured, were 
hy this time aware of our presence in their vicinity, and would not 
lail to bring up a competent force for their defence from the 
crowded garrisons below. To encounter their soldiery, and by one 
decisive engagement chastise them into peace, was the predomi* 
Dating desire of every heart, and, as well as could be ascertained, 
the fixed resolve of men and ^fleers. 

Our whole force moved down the left bank of the Bravo, bearing 
to the east of the settlements on the river, to obscure as much as 
possible our advance and point of destination from the enemy's 
spies. Colonel Bennett's command continued with us several days, 
and hopes were cherished that the contagious ardour of the volun- 
teers might yet arrest their departure, and secure their important 
co-operation in the brilliant enterprise ahead. In this, however, 
^e paid their chivalry an unmerited compliment, as on the morning 
of the 11th, those fireside patriots turned their faces home and 
their backs to the foe. 

A bright December morning and a truant humour allured some 
comrades and myself to diverge fr6«m our line of march, and try our 
skiU in woodcraft Beside the droves of mustangs and wild cattle 
that still roam in freedom over these desert plains, deer, elk, tur« 
keys, and Mexican hogs, are .found in abundance wherever the 
hunter's enterprise may institute a search. These last abound in 
various par^s of Texas, and are found in all the middle and north- 
eastern states of Mexico. They seem to be a distinct genus of the 
porcine species, bearing as little resemblance to their kindred of 
the sty, in size or* flavour, as they do in habit Though seldom 
above a roasting pig in bulk, they defend themselves with the 
utmost courage when assailed, and . if forcefl to fly exhibit extraor- 
dinary speed and activity. Their colour is uniformly a dirty gray, 
and their flesh so coarse and rancid as to revolt «ny appetite but 
owe whetted by the extremest hunger. The jwnther is repre- 
sented to hunt them with tireless industry, preferring their carcass 
above all other prey to be found in the forest 

A few hours' work sufficed to supply our utmost need^nd build- 
ing a fire at noon under the leafless crown of an old oak, we dined 
daintily upon a juicy deer-haunch, ftnd rejoined our comrades 
loaded with turkeys and venison. 

Continuing our march south for three days through bogs and 
thickets of muskeet, we turned suddenly to the west, and struck 
the Bravo some six miles above Guerero, opposite an Indian village. 

This noble river, which strongly resembles the Missouri in the 
complexion of its waters, and the arrowy swiftness of its current, 
though scarcely half its usual volume when we approached it. 
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measured above threo hundred 3rard8 acrosB. Its source extends 
beyond -the forty-second degree of northern latitude, and, receiving 
fewer tributaries in its course than any river on the American con- 
tinent, it yet presents above its mouth a more open and uninter- 
rupted channel than most of its class now used by navigators. 

With three smaH boats procured at points below, our little force, 
reduced to five hundred -men, proceeded to embark by companies, 
in the order maintained on the march. Captain McCullougfa, who 
had been despatched with ten men to reconnoitre Guerero,^ having 
lost his way through the ignorance of his guide, came up with us 
whilst crossing here. 

By three o*clock p. k. two hundred of our men had reached the 
opposite bank, and were scarcely landed, before General Green and 
Captain Bogart, who had gone in the direction of the town with a 
small force, came hurrying in, pursued by the Mexican general 
Canales, with upwards of two hundred cavalry. Colonel Cook 
immediately formed our troops who had landed in order of battle* 
and calmly awaited the approach of the Mexicans. But the enemy, 
suddenly relinquishing their pursuit, halted at the distance of half 
a mi]e« and carefully -noting our preparation, galloped off precipi- 
tately, nor were again heai^ of in that neigh tourhood. The nezt\ 
morning, the remainder of the troops, with the rearguard and bag- 
gage, being crossed to the M^ican side, we all took up the line 
of march towards the town. 

At a short distance from the village we were met by the alcalde, 
a Frenchman by birth, who formally surrendered the place, pro- * 
mising a full compliance with our requisition for provisions and 
^res, and earnestly entreating the commander would ppare his 
fellow-citizens the terror of a visit from his men. His con8iderate 
prayer was granted, and we proceeded to pitchr our camp on the 
Salado, a small stream about a mile below the (Own. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Gucrcro — Presents to Officers— The Requisition — Discontents of the 
men — Return home of General Somerville and CSompanions — Elee- 
tbn of Colonel Fisher to the command — March upon Mier— Success- 
ful stratagem of Ampudia — Battle of Mier — Surrender of the Tezans. 

GuERBRo is some four miles from the Rio Grande, built npon the 
southern bank of the Salado, a small and rapid stream, emptying 
into the Bravo, at a southeasterly point between seven and ten 
miles from the town. Its commerce, like most of the villages 
above Matamoras, is chiefly supported by the country along the 
river, which is of surpassing fertility, and in many places judi- 
ciously and industriously cultiv)ited. Wheat, corn, oats, beans, 
potatoes, beef, and hides, form the staple commodities of trade, and 
must, at no distant day, from their cheap and abundant production, 
jnake the valley of the Rio Grande the most wealthy and pros- 
perous portion of the Mexican Republic 

The night of our encampment upon the Salado, a number of the 
officers visited Guerero, and returned loaded with presents of va- 
rious kinds, amongst which were several of the finest mules we 
had met with, elegantly and richly caparisoned. These were the 
conciliatory offerings of the town authorities, pressed upon their 
visiters with an urgency that brooked no denial, and meant no 
doubt by the terrified donors to avert from themselves the unhappy 
sack, to which Loredo was subjected. The morning fully ex- 
plained this munificence to our officers, in the sorry character of 
the requisition brought into camp. Never was such an inventory 
of rubbish heaped together as the peace oflTerings sent by the citi- 
zens of Guerero to ransom their village froxxT an inquisitorial visit. 
Some few dozen tattered saddle-blankets, the same number of 
worn-out saddles, a meagre supply ofiiats and shoes, with about 
two days' provisions, (all of which, lamped together, would scarce 
have repaid the trouble of burning them,) made up the compromise 
proposed by these helpless and fear-stricken creatures, in mitigation 
of the very moderate damages assessed against them. After their 
distribution had be^n made, and follow^ up by an order to fall 
back to the Rio Grande, the indignation of our men could scarce 
be repressed. Surely, argued they, if the interpretation the Mexi- 
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cans themselves had practically asserted in Texas (for a victorious 
enemy over a vanquished one), were to be carried out, not a pound 
of provisions, a cent of treasure, or an ell of goods to be Ibund 
within the range of our conquest, but were legitimate spoils. Suf- 
fering not only for the common comforts of a camp, but absolutely 
for indispensable articles of clothing, against the inclemency of the 
season, (all ^hich the conquered town was fully able to spare us 
from its superfluous stores,) the men yet consented to retire. Gene- 
ral Somerville, however, apprehensive of a reaction of sentiment, 
was not content until he had put the river between his command 
and the place. Here we encamped amidst such universal confu- 
sion and discontent that it was Jate and with difficulty discipline 
was sufficiently restored to parade a guard. The rain fell in tor- 
rents, and a bleak northwesterly wind, piercing every cover we 
could erect, froze the very blood within our veins. Captain Hays' 
and Bogart*s companies, who had recrossed the river and marched 
to town to receive the moneyed part of the requisition (five thousand 
dollars), returned as empty-handed as they went ; the authorities 
offisring them one hundred and seventy-three dollars, representing 
it as all the town contained. This was of course contemptuously 
refused. 

Upon the arrival of these companiep, and the gnard which had 
been sent over to support them, a general order was issued for im- 
mediate preparations to return home. A rumour had reached 
Somerville that Ampudia was advancing from below, at the head 
of a large force, and whether apprehensive of being overpowered, 
or disgusted with the disorganization and disaffection that prevailed 
around him, our commander, with above a hundted followers, de- 
termined to relinquish all further operations on the Mexican fron- 
tier, and retrace his steps to Texas. Except with a limited num- 
ber of his personal friends and adherents, the General had become 
odious to men and officers ; and most of those who resolved to ac- 
company hiiji back, cordially sympathized in the contempt and dis- 
trust so universally meted out to him. With his staff and the asso- 
ciates in his fears or longings, he set out upon the 19th of December, 
and, after being several times deposed on the way by his mutinous 
followers, and Colonel Flacco (the Lipan chief,) substituted in his 
stead, reached Bexar and disbanded his force, pursued into retire- 
ment by the scorn of the very men who participated in his de- 
sertion. 

The remainder of the volunteers, an)ounting to three hundred, 
were all resolved upon prosecuting their march down the river, 
and endeavouring to accomplish something, that would redeem the 
expedition from the contempt which all felt must otherwise stigma- 
tize its history. Accordingly, on the morning of the 20ih, the six 
companies of Cameron, Eastland, Recce, Pierson, Ryon, and Buster, 
proceeded to elect a commander, and Colonel Fisher was unani- 



Digitized by 



Google 



^ PRISONERS OF PSROTE. 31 

mously chosen for the office, a highly accomplished gentleman and 
most gallant soldier. Fisher had served his country both in the 
cabinet and field, with a courage and efficiency, second to that of 
no man.who partook of its revolutionary trials. In the charge at 
San Jacinto, he was first in the Mexican camp; and throughout all 
the distracting blunders of the present expedition, foremost with 
his counsel and example in conciliating the disaffected, animating 
the despondent, and daring every fatigue, toil, and danger, to secure 
success and triumph to our arms. Possessing the unbounded respect 
of officers and men, and regarded with the highest adoration for 
his honour, humanity, and enterprise, his election inspired our 
little troop with a confidence and intrepidity that flung over the 
future the happiest auguries. 

By the 5^, we were on our march to Mier. General Green, 
with a small force, dropped down the river in the boats, whilst the 
main body followed in the rear on the east bank of the river, to 
collect horses and such provisions from the ranches as we stood in 
need of. In passing a small settlement of Carancawa Indians (the 
largest and finest-looking savages in either Mexico or Texas) one 
of our men got possession of the memorable British flag, which 
afterwards i iimriwi III ill lU|Pliiiiiifi Um ^iu] |inilii iliiiiiliii|ii between 
the English ambassador and the Mexican courT" It was a faded 
and tattered ensign, and little dreamed of by any through whose 
hands it passed, as likely to engender contention of any kind. 

The morning of the 23d found us on the Mexican. bank of the 
Rio Grande, seven miles above Mier, where, leaving bur camp 
equipage and horses under a small guard, we moved down upon 
the town, and by ten o'clock had occupied it without resistance. 
The entire absence of any thing resembling a panic, with the 
quiet and unembarrassed air of the citizens who greeted our entree 
into their village, was so unusual and unexpected, as to inspire a 
distrust in the minds of many of the source of their tranquillity. 

Though our scouts had been unat>le to detect the presence of a 
foe, we implicitly relied upon finding the place garrisoned ; and 
notwithstanding our disappointment, felt sure of his vicinity, and 
that too, in no inconsiderable numbers. 

Colonel Canales had passed through the town a few days previous 
with a force superior to our own ; and Ampudia was known to be 
in the neighbourhood with one' len times as great Under such 
circumstances, General Fisher called up the alcalde, and presenting 
him a requisition for a few horses and a supply of provisions, (which 
were unhesitatingly promised,) evacuated the town, and re-crossing 
the Rio Grande; pitched his camp due east from Mier about four 
miles. As a precautionary measure, the alcalde was carried with 
us to camp, and detained as a hostage for the delivery of the provi- 
sions, as stipulated, on the flowing day. On the ^th instant, a 
party of our spies on the Mexican bank were surprised by the 
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enemy, and two of them (Holderman hod Lewis) captured ; whilst 
the rest narrowly effected their escape. This was the first certain 
intelligence we had of the presence of the foe. Captain Baker's 
spy company, on the same day, discovered a trail passing in the 
direction of our previous camp, (seven miles above Mier,) which 
we afterwards learned was made by Ampudia's force, who, ignorant 
of our removal, had gone up to attack us, or by a display of superior 
numbers, induce us to abandon the neighbourhood. The morning 
<ji the 25th, we commenced our march towards the point agreed 
upon for the delivery of the requisition. This was at the mouth 
of the Alcantro, a small stream emptying into the Rio Grande a 
short distance below our camp, and upon whose southern .bank, 
some three miles from its confluence, the town of Mier is situated. 
We had advanced but a little way, before our videttes captured a 
Mexican, who reported Ampudia in Mier, with a force of a few 
. hundred men, with whoui he was determined to maintain the , 
town, having countermanded the delivery of the supplies. This 
story had been contrived by Ampudia himself, and the dissembling 
miscreant who bore it, thrown in our way to allure us to a certain 
destruction. The fellow acted his part with a simplicity that ba& 
fled the scrutiny of iiUjjJki iinininiiil liiiii 

Having halted, 'f council of officers was held, in which it was 
determined to cross the river immediately, and proceeding to Mier, 
enforce the execution of the requisition; This was absolutely 
essential to os now, our provisions being entirely exhausted. Leav- 
ing a guard therefore of thirty men with the baggage, on the 
Texas side, we succeeded by four o'clock p. m., in transporting our 
troops to the opposite shore, and throwing out an advance^ moved 
forward toward the town, some three miles distant. The evening 
was gloomy and wet, the rain driving furiously in our faces, whilst 
the gathering obscurity of approaching night, falling upon the wild 
and naked hills' through which we march^, seemed ominous of the 
ill-starred fortunes awaiting us. At the distance of a mile from the 
river, we fell in with some mounted look-outs of the enemy, who 
fled with the utmost precipitation the moment we came in view. 
Farther on, our advance came up with their out-posts, and drove 
them in one after another, until we reached the northern batik of 
the Alcantro, a few hundred yards from the viHage. When we 
arrived here, it was nine o'clock at night, and unusually dark. 
Pausing upon the bank to ascertain our own and the enemy's poai* 
tion, the latter commenced a heavy and continued fire of musketry 
upon us from the opposite shore, which the distance and increasing 
darkness rendered wholly ineffectual. Whilst halting here, a 
strange light being discovered, a short distance above us. Colonel 
Fisher despatched a reconnoitring party to know its meaning. A 
young man of the detail falling into a gully on the way, fractured 
an arm and leg so badly, we were Cbmpelled to leave a surgeon 
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and ten men with him, in a cabin close^ bj. The next rooming, 
whilst the battle was raging in the town, the Mexican cavalry 
stationed ontside, assailed this cabin, and after three repulses by its 
gallant inmates, brought a cannon to bear against it, when its occu- 
pants were all killed or captured but two, who efiected a junction 
with the main body. 

Amid the darkness and a shower of musket-balls, our gallant 
little band waded the river opposite the town, guided in their pas- 
EAge by the ceaseless blaze of the enemy's musketry. Captain 
Baker's company, who were stationed a short distance below our 
point of crossing, succeeded in a slight measure in diverting their 
fire, but not a' gun was discharged from our party, before we 
reached the beach under the brow of the village. General Green, 
with a picked company of volunteers, led the advance ; the ini- 
ploring and shuddering alcalde, enclosed in the forward platoon, 
begging in low and plaintive tones, (rendered indistinct by the 
splash on the water, and the whirr of the balls,} to be allowed to 
fall back to the rear. As this little vanguard silently reached the 
opposite 6hore, they approached a heavy Mexican picket undisco- 
yeted, till withm a few yards* distance, wheri a discharge almost 
simultaneous from their deadly rifles, was followed by piercing 
yells of anguish, that rose hi^h and distinct above the martial strife 
around. Those of the enemy's picket neither killed nor wounded 
by this discharge, broke and fled in the utmost disorder, bearing 
down their officers, who vainly vociferated and resisted their 
tumultuous flight into the town. Our prisoner, the alcalde, infected 
by the panic, bounded with the strides of a chamois up the hill, 
and disappeared in the darkness. The fugitive enemy, shot down 
by our unerring marksmen wherever they were visible, retreated 
in dismay from the river; and advancing with a steady pace up the 
bank, we drove them into the village. Rallied in the houses, they 
fired from tlic windows and parapet walls of the roofs, raking the 
streets in every direction from the public squares with incessant 
discharges of artillery. By these latter we lost a single soldier, 
our men passing under cover of walls and alleys through tho 
suburbs, until they gained a lodgment within a hundred yards of 
the squaire. Here the flring on our part ceased for the night, pru- 
dently resolving to husband our ammunition, nor waste a single 
shot, until morning's light should reveal us the foe. The enemy 
on the contrary kept op an uninterrupted discharge of musketry 
and artillery; ror no possible 'object we could discern* but to dis- 
tract our attention from their barricades in progress. These were 
every where thrown up in the streets — passages opened from room 
to room, and* house to house— and scaling-ladders attached to the 
walls, to facilitate the ascent of reinforcements, for the morrow's 
busy work of death. When the oooon rose, we could see from the 
loop-hdes and windows of the bouses we were in, their numerous 
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squads of cavalry careering aroand the village, obvioa^y intent 
upon intercepting what we little meditated— -an tMcape or retreaU 
The two houses we occupied, were large stone buildings, contain* 
ing several rooms each, and one story high, with tall grated win- 
dows, and fronted each other at the terminus of a principal avenue, 
leading to the great square in the centre of the place. This square, 
•enclosing an area of something more than an acre, was formed by 
parallel rows of stone buildings, intersected at each angle by streets 
diverging through the village. At the northeastern and north- 
western debouchures, two six-pounders were stationed, whilst the 
houses around, and the square itself, were filled with Mexican 
troops, and a strong reserve stationed beyond the western walL 
But for the darkness when we entered, and the overwhelming 
numbers of the foe, we might have possessed ourselves of houses 
on the square, where we. could have driven the enemy from the 
town. The populatkm had abandoned the place learly in the day, 
carrying off with them all that was valuable, and taken refuge in 
the woods some distance from the scene of conflict 
. With the first rays of returning light the combat recommenced. 
Our men had slept hut little, as may be imagined ; but a plentiful 
supply of warm bread, jerked meat, and freshly filled water^jars, 
prepared by the foresight of those whom we expelled from the 
houses, left us nothing to complain of on the score of refreshments. 
The Mexicans train^ both of their six-^^unders to bear upon our 
quarters, whilst showers of musket-balls came daneing through 
every aperture in our buildings, with such harmless profusion as 
provoked expressions of gratitude from our reckless fellows for the 
seasonable supply of lead. Facing instead of fronting the range 
of their artillery, their grape-shot and balls rebounded from our 
houses, doing no further damage than to scale v^the surface, and 
g^lance ofiT down the street On the other hand, the carnage of our 
rifles amongst their artillery-men became perfectly frightful. Ear- 
nest and emulous contests were repeatedly witnessed in both our 
bouses for the loop-boles and gratings, whence, steadily as at targeti 
firing, the murderous marksmen brought down their victims at 
every discharge. 

Round the gun at the nearest angle of the square the dead and 
desperately wounded were literally heaped in piles. This guii was 
manned at five o'clock by a full company of artillerists, and at nine 
it was silenced and abandoned, but five men and the captain being 
left alive. The flat roofs of the houses, with raised walls near 
three feet high, were filled with soldiers, whilst the stone spouts 
projecting fi'om them dripped freely with the crimson shower dis- 
tilled above. Where vier a Mexican's head was raised above their 
surface, if but for a moment's reconnaissance, a Texan bullet 
found a mark,, and the hapless victim a grave. Exasperated with 
this one-sided butchery, the Mexican officers, at the head of their 
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pieked batlalions, charged v» three gepanite times, pudiing the 
front of their doomed colnmns bravely up between the houses con- 
taining us. Reserving our fire until they became feirly wedged 
between ua, at one discharge their ranks were swept into eternal 
Bight, the survivors recoiling with «ries of horror and dismay. 

It would be invidious to recount the ma^y deeds of personal 
iptrepidity eaabted by our men in the course of' this gallant 
struggle. Their sallies that succeeded the charges of the Mexi- 
cans are unparalleled in the ahnals of modern war, for reckless 
impetUGBtty and desperate fury. The fearless Cameron, whose 
company garrisoned the back yard of one of the houses, being 
charged by an imposing force of the enemy, after emptyinsf his 
rifles into their Imea, beat off the foe until he could reload, with the 
loose stonet in the courL The battle continued to be disputed 
with the utmost obstinacy on both sides, until near twelve o'clock, 
M., when, the Mexican fire having almost ceased. General Ampudia 
sent in a flag by a prisoner, requesting a cessation of hostilities for 
an hour. This was the more readily acceded to by our commander, 
the impression being general that the Mexicans were desirous of 
surrendering the town, and drawing off their forces unmolested. 
A message from the Mexican general soon dispelled this illusion. 
It contained terms of capitulation for us, in lieu of asking it them- 
selves. It represented the Mexican force as amounting to three 
thousand men, inclusive of the cavalry outside, with abundant sup- 
plies of prot^ion and ammunition, hourly expecting a reinforce- 
ment, and ail the fortified parts of the village in their possession. 
They demanded our surrender within the hour, or menaced us with 
a renewal of the fight, and ultimate unsparing destruction. The 
terms proposed us were as liberal as could 1^ expected, and the 
most solemn assurances offered they would be strictly observed^ 

The question of a rejection or compliance with this demand, was 
warmly debated by both men and ofiicers. The preponderating 
force of the enemy— our own diminished supply of ammunition, 
and destitution of all means to sustain a siege where we were— 
the hopelessness of a retreat in the face of his fresh and numerous 
cavalry — inclined many to yield a ready assent to his proposal. 
Others again were for maintaining our position until night and 
darkness would lend their protecting aid to a retreat A third 
party vehemently urged the prompt evacuation of the town, con- 
fronting every hazard, and death, if necessary, sooner than fall into 
the hands of our implacable foe. Nearly all were united hi the 
determination under no possible circumstances to abandon the 
wounded. 

In such gloomy and indecisive discussion the hour of the armis- 
tice wore on, and had nearly elapsed, when General Fisher arrived 
at quarters from a personal interview with Ampudia, strengthened 
by the Mexicana* assurance of safety and good treatment in the 



Digitized by 



Google 



36 ^ PRISOKBRB OF PBROTB. 

policy of a surrender. All extenajpa of time for consideration 
being denied us, and the utmost disorder beginning to be manifest 
amongst the men, our commander sorrowfully pressed our imme- 
diate capitulation. Here the intrepid Green invited the aid of .an 
hundred volunteers, to cut their way to the Texan camp, or perish 
in the attempt. The exploit seemed too desperate for success; 
and, observing Colonel Fisher surrender his sword, and numbers of 
the men yielding their arms, the frantic soldier shattered his rifle 
against the ground. 

Many were the tears of bitter shame and mortification that 
coursed down the rugged cheeks of our noble fellows as they 
marched into the square and stacked their arms. And sadder yet 
would have beat their hearts, and deeper would the desperation of 
their lot have smote upon that captive band, had the future on- 
veiled one single scene of the desolate sufferings they were des- 
tined to endure. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Texan and Mexican forces in the battle ofMier — Killed and wounded** 
Intention of the Mexicans to retreat — Our prisons — Escape of our 
camp goard — Mysterious conduct of our captors — March for Mata- 
moras — Numbers and appearance of the guard — Arrival at Camargo 
— Entr^ into Reinosa— Dr. W. M. Shepherd and the Padre. 

We entered Mier with two hundred and sixty-five men, rank 
and file ; of whom twelve were killed in the action, and eighteen 
wounded. The Mexican force opposed to us exceeded thirty-two 
hundred, of which about four hundred were cavalry, and the 
balance infantry. Of these, upwards of six hundred were slain, 
and the number of wounded never ascertained. The faces of 
many of the houses on whose terraces the enemy were posted, 
were flecked with blood, and numerous sanguinary stains disco- 
loured the pavements beneath. Their loss in the San Jacinto 
it^t has been carefully estimated at six hundred and thirty killed, 
but a trifling fraction over those ascertained to have fallen in the 
conflict just ended. In no previous engagement with Texans had 
the Mexicans displayed the same valour that was shown by them 
in the several charges made upon our position in the town. Manv 
of their officers who headed these charges were themselves killed, 
leading up their men to our rifles* muzzles with a dauntlessness 
unusual amongst the uniforms they wore. 

From our men whom they had captured, in the hut on the oppo- 
site side of the river, we learned the mel&DchoIy intelligence* 
that, had we refused Ampudia*s application for the armistice, that 
General would have instantly retreated from the town himsel£ 
Preparations to such effect had been made, and he and his staff 
were actually mounted at the time the flag was sent in, for an im- 
mediate scamper, had his propositions been refused. This news, so 
fiur fiom operating as a sohtce, but exasperated those who heard itf; 
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and fierce were the execrations against all who had been most pro- 
minent in advising our precipitate surrender. 

After beinff disarmed, we were conducted to three separate 
houses, int<y which we were crowded, with slight regard to comfort, 
whilst a heavy body of sentries evinced by their numbers and vigi- 
lance the apprehensions we still inspired in the minds of our cap- 
tors. The church of the village was converted into a hospital, 
where such of our wounded as required it were conveyed, and 
allowed the attendance of their own physiciana The field-officers 
and three boys were permitted the liSerties of the town on parole, 
a courtesy rather intended to separate them from the men, than 
to assuage the sadness of their lot 

Early in the evening Captain Lyons was taken from prison and 
despatched under an escort of cavalry to our camp on the Rio 
Grande, to ofier terms to the ^uard, and bring in the baggage. 
Owing to some accident they failed to arrive before the following^ 
Inorning, when they found the camp deserted, and the guard de- 
parted. Two boys of Captain Pierson*s company, who had behaved 
with the utmost intrepidity throughout the battle in town, unwilling 
to trust the promises of th.e Mexicans, concealed themselves when 
the division surrendered, and making good their retreat that night 
to the camp, informed their comrades of our disaster, who imrne* 
diately started for liome, where they all arrived in safety. 

Such of our baggage as our friends had left behind was pillaged 
by the soldiers sent to bring it in< leaving us utterly destitute of all 
but the clothes we wore, every thing that could impede our march, 
or encumber us in fight, having been deposited in camp when we 
crossed for Mier. Anticipatmg a certain victory, and speedy 
return from the town, most of us were disencumbered of coats and 
hats, so that barearmed, bareheaded, and begrimed with smoke 
and powder, however formidable our brigand look to the enemy, 
we felt eager to. exchange it for the coarsest vestments that would 
protect us afifainst the rigour of the season. About midnight our 
supper was' Drought us, consisting of boiled beef alone ; but this 
was dainty fare to appetites like ours, and having eaten with the 
voracity of famished wolves, we fell asleep, to dream over the 
events of our first Christmas in Mexico. 

The day after our surrender, about three o*clock p. m» the doors of 
our prisons were thrown open, and, enclosed in a mass of infontry, 
we were marched some three hundred yards to the entrance of a 
square yard, surrounded on all sides with high stone walls. Here 
we defiled into the court, every man being strictly searched as we 
passed in, and our knives, (which we had heretofore been permitted 
to retain,) taken from us. As one by one we became relieved of 
our cqtlery, we were formed in single file and close rank against 
two sides of the wall of the square. The Mexican soldiers were 
alsp formed by their ofiScers against the recn&inin^ sides, in open 
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order and two deep, the rear rank about a pace behind, whilst the 
entrance through which we had passed* was closed with a forest of 
bayonets. A solemn silence stole over guards and prisoners, occa- 
sionally interrupted among the latter by short and husky interroga- 
tories of what the ir^fernal muster meant? Hearts amongst our 
fellows, as lion-like as ever confronted danger, beat with a distinct- 
net's almost audible, ahd eves that never quailed before at any 
form of earthly peril, glared with glassy fixedness on the ominous 
spectacle around. Busy memory turned rapidly over the frightful 
pages of Mexican perfidy and atrocity, and fancy's fingers, tearing 
aside the curtain of the past, revealed the sickening tragedy 
enacted on the gory plains of^^a Bahia. For the first time the 
revolting consciousness came over us, tve were prisoners, and in 
the power of Santa Anna, the unscrupulous butcher of Goliad and 
Bexar. The green graves of six hundred of his soldiers appealed 
a^inst us for vengeance on their slayers; and who that ever heard , 
of his reckless contempt of faith with friend and foe, but felt how 
vain the hope to escape his retribution. An hour of torturing un- 
certainty dragged by, when, with all the gloomy mystery of our 
coming, we were reconducted to prison. Whatever may have 
been the purpose of Ampud^a, whether to murder or intimidate us, 
was never disclosed. If th'e first, the foul deed was averted by an 
agency inexplicable to us; whilst the latter seemed too pusillani- 
mous and craven for the inherent cruelty and cowardice of Mexi- 
cans themselves. 

As time wore on, a tale crept in amongst our man, that on the 
morning after our capture a council of their officers had been held, 
at which, through the influence of Canales, a verdict of death had 
been rendered against us. Pursuant to its execution we had been 
marshalled in the square, and its reversal had only been obtained 
by Ampudia, through ^presentations of the dictator's displeasure 
at so flagrant an assumption of his cherished rights of vengeance 
against all who bore the hated name of Texans. How true or 
false this version, we will not stop to discuss, since it answered, in 
the absence of all better explanation, as a clue to the ghostly joke. 

On the sixth day of our imprisonment at Mier, we were ordered 
to take up our line of march for Matamoras. None of our men 
during the campaign had been dismounted for a longer period than 
a few days; and with the prospect of a pedestrian excursion to the 
city of Mexico before us, it may Ife conceived with what sad fore- 
bodings of suffering we all set out on foot — save our General and 
staff. Six hundred infantry, two hundred cavalry, with two six- 
pounders, and the whole commanded by General Ampudia in per- 
son, were deemed the weakest possible escort with which our 
chivalric victors could safely tempt the highways of their own 
country, in company with less than two hundred and fifty unarmed 
prisoners. It was impossible to repress a smile at the mingled 
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pride and caution displayed by this formidable array, in the order of 
our march. 

The ewaggerinj^ and raftged prisoners, formed in platoons, occu- 
pied the centre ofan oblong square. On either flank were columns 
of infantry, and outside of these, files of cavalry. In front was ono 
six-poundcr, with artillerymen, cavalry, and the Mexican general 
and staff; and in the rear, the other piece of ordnance, similarly 
manned, closed up the cavalcade. It would require the Theban 
lyrist to portray the firm-paced, slow, and martial step of the whis- 
kered footmen, the pompous ferocity of the fierce hussarn, and the 
triumphal look and stately air of the puissant victor of Mier ; who 
with drums and fife and pealing horns, thundered the renown of hia 
omnipotent arms along the plain. 

Leaving our wounded in Mier, with a surgeon and interpreter, a 
march of twenty-five miles brought us to the village of Camargou 
Here, having encamped for the night outside the town, we were 
•early paraded into the village, and compelled to make various cir- 
cuits of the universal public square, for the entertainment of the 
citizens, and the glorification of our captors. Being the first spe- 
cimens of the espantoso TexariM that ever appeared in the valley 
of the Rio Grande, we were regarded by all ages and sexes of these 
worthy people, with as cautious and severe a scrutiny, as they 
would have bestowed on the same number of winged ^riffio& Nor 
is it easy to decide, whether our vanity or humiliation preponde- 
rated, as' we looked around upon a multitude assembled from twenty 
miles* distance, to pay the homage of their guileless curiosity and 
extorted admiration, to the chastisers of their country^s arrogance, 
and the victors over her invincible tyrant. To be sure we were 

{)risoners, and then undergoing the cruellest adversities of such a 
ot ; but it was equally obvious to all, the fame of our exploits had 
preceded us, and not a tattered bov of our captive band but im- 
parted more interest to the triumphal pageailt; than all the plumed 
and uniformed coWards exulting m our reverses. 

Continuing our route down the river, we reached New Reinosa, 
some fifty miles distant from Camargo, and halted about two o'clock 
F. M., on the 4th of January, at the foot of the hill on which the 
village rests. Here we were met by a despatch from the town, 
and our guard on receiving it set about adjusting their dress, 
brushing their accoutrements, and falling into the most becoming 
and imposing form of procession their ideas of martial grace could 
suggest. These preparations being concluded, we began the ascent 
of the hill, and when half way up, were saluted by a straggling 
discharge of musketry, followed by uncouth yells, that became 
shriller and more discordant as we approached. Arrived at the top 
and entering the principal avenue of the town, we passed under an 
arch of the etrange^^ materials and structure imaginable. A rope 
stretched taut across the mouth of the street, was raised in the 
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centre archlike by an upright pole, and suspended along it in 
rather tasteful drapery, were fabricp of every hue and texture that 
the ingenious hand of art ever bfought from the loom. Shawls, 
veils, scarfs, kerchiefs, ribands, muslins, and laces, blended their 
chaste tints above a coarse substratum of more decided colours, 
reflected from every garish material, from a blanket to a petticoat 
To the right of the centre, streamed down, half revealed, half dis- 
closed, one of these feminine unmentionables of pink and silver ; 
whilst dangling to the left, at a modest distance, protruded the legs 
of an officer's breeches, flashing with buttons and lace. As we 
passed down the streets, at every intersection were arches of simi- 
lar design ; and at windows and from parapets, streamed flags and 
ensigns innumerable. The balconies were crowded with people ; 
myriads of bright eyes, flashing down upon the triumphal scene ; 
whilst our gallant guard, inspired with the intoxicating rapture of 
the hour, seemed every moment on the point of immohiting us, to 
complete the glory and patriotism of the spectacle. 

As we entered the public square another yeu dejoie awaited us, 
and groups of little Carese Indian boys, fantastically arrayed, 
skipped before the battalion, dancing and singing iq wild and 
graceful measures. The bells of the village clattered throughout 
our progress as though they would dash from their axles, and the 
vivas of the multitude went up as though celebrating some mighty 
national jubilee. Afler a melodramatic promenade three times round 
the square as usual, we were quartered for the night in a large 
unfinished brick building in the suburbs. 

The day following, Dr. William M. Shepherd was taken from 
prison to the town, at the solicitation of a priest, (Ampudia*s father 
confessor,) who, during the battle in Mier, was saved from a rifle 
levelled at him by one of our men, by the timely interposition of 
the Doctor. . The grateful ecclesiastic knew no bounds to the ex- 
pression of his gratitude, and loaded his benefactor with more sub- 
stantial proofs of his kindness in the shape of a horse and money. 
JMay the worthy old Padre live a thousand years, secure from 
Texan bullets, and all other fatal mischances. 
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CHAPTER V. 

MaM at Reinosa — Fare on the march— Approach to Matamorai— -Prepa- 
rationa of the guard — Spectatora from the town — Roception from the 
citizens — Runaway negroes— Humanity of the citizens — J. P. Schat^ 
zell — Detention at Matamoraa — Ampudia — Cunales and the new guard 
—The Texan staff. 

After a 6ojourn of two days with our delighted hosts the people 
of New Reinosa, we separated on the morninff of the 6th, after 
hearing mags in the cathedral performed by the worthy Father. 
There being no euch thing as pews or benches in the churches of 
Mexico, a two hours^ standing upon a cold stone floor, listening to 
devotional services in an unknown tongue, was rather a sorry pre- 
liminary to a march of twenty-five miles. Nor was this or any 
previous march we had yet made alleviated by the character of our 
quarters at night, when worn and almost spent with fatigue we 
reached them. A coural (a picketed enclosure for herding sheep, 
horses, or cattle) was invariably our dormitory since leaving MioTy 
with the solitary exception of the two nights spent at Reinosa. 
Every ranch along the road possessed one of these luxurious accom- 
modations. Our guard appropriated the first one that came to hand 
at the close of day, and driving us into it with as little ceremony 
as the proprietor would observe towards its legitimate tenants, his 
stock, we were left to pick the soflest heaps of manure on which 
to repose our wearied bodies. At these places, we despatched the 
only two meals allowed us during the day. These morning and 
evening collations consisted for the most time of boiled beef alone ; 
bread or vegetables being very rarely allowed to enliven the soli- 
tude of this jealous staple. In a general sense, however, Ampu- 
dia*s deportment towards us was as liberal as could be expected ; 
his own soldiers sharing our discomforts, and participating in all 
the deprivations to which we were subjected. 

As we approached Matamoras, the country assumed a more beau- 
^tiful aspect; the rolling prairies were dressed in rich and nutritious 
muskeet grasses, thickly studdej[jl' with timber, and filled with nu- 
merous herds of fine-looking cattle, the property of more wealthy 
and substantial fiirmers than those we had passed above. 

Arrived within a few miles' distance of the town, we were halted 
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as usual, fer the guard to perforin tbeir preparatory toilet Muskets, 
swords, and pistols, were again purified of all spots or diacolora- 
tions, and rubbed until tbey shone with the brightest refulgence. 
The cavalry groomed their horses, and officers and men adorned 
their persons with every article of finery tbey possessed or could 
borrow. No volunteer company in the American States were ever 
more regardful of their appearance at a Fourth of July f<6te, than 
were these heroes of Mier on the present occasion. As to our 
valiant selves, it seemed the force of contrast was most carefully 
studied, and risidly preserved. Whilst our guard were as bright 
and flamingo-like as lace and feathers could make them, the cellars 
of St Giles would be desperately put to it to muster a more ragged 
an,d Billy Barlow turn-out than we exhibited. 

With such a grouping of lights and shadows, the procession 
moved on. Miles from the city, we were met by crowds of men, 
women, and children, come out to anticipate their less enter-^ 
prising friends, in getting a first glimpse of the wonderful spec- 
tacle. Little squat donkeys, scarce taller than Newfoundland 
dogS, brought pairs of long-legged fellows, who found it difficult to 
give their extremities a curl that would keep them from the ground. 
Arrieros (muleteers), with mules strung with inquisitive boys, sent 
out by their indulgent mammas to satiate their impatient frenzy to see 
the Texanos; nasty-looking women with tortillas nnd fruits for sale; 
curates, 'blacklegs, and leperos, with several odd and old-fashioned 
vehicles, whose occupants, from their dress, seemed to belong to 
the better orders, made up the motley concourse that swarmed 
round us, front, flank, and rear. Thus escorted, we entered the 
city of Matamoras, amidst flying banners and a flourish of music. 
Lines of soldiers were stationed on either side of the street, glit- 
tering in burnished armour ; whilst s^y cavaliers, on spirited muS' 
tangs, with flowing manes and tails, caracoled before us, almost 
checking our advance by their numbers and curiosity. As at 
Reinosa, the balconies, windows, and terraces were filled with well- 
dressed spectators, and the pavements underneath hived with the 
lower orders of the population. 

Many of these last hissed at us as we passed, with a venomous 
malice and hate, that would have extorted a largess amongst them 
from their scapegallows master, could he have witnessed their dis- 
play of loyalty. Amongst these swarthy, ill-visaged beggars, we 
not unfrequently noted the ebony visages of runaway slaves from 
Texas, who find refuge and protection from the philo-negrists of 
this place. Several of these rascals were recognised by our men 
as the property of friends at home ; and in the mterior of Mexico, 
half the regiments on duty contain nrK>re or less of them. Amidst 
arches with national devices, and flags emblazoned with compli- 
mentary mottoes to the all-conquering Ampudia, we were con- 
ducted to tho ubiquitous square, which having circuited three 
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times with pompous formality, w« were led off to oor quarters in 
the suburbs, and rewarded for our docility during the exhibition, by 
a very tolerable dinner. 

During the week we remained in Matamoras, we were treated 
with marked humanity by all the better classes of population, 
native and foreign. The military not only supplied us rooSt 
abundantly with wholesome and palatable food, but the citizens 
generously contributed large supplies of clothing, which we greatly 
needed. These donations came from the foreign merchants and 
Mexican gentiy in equal proportions; the ladies^ ever foremost in 
the bless^ ministrations of charity, sending us various sums of 
money in addition to their other bounties. 

The noble and devoted generosity of a German merchant, by the 
name of Schatzell (J. P. Schatzell), deserves not only the lasting 
gratitude of every member of our unfortunate corps, but the ad- 
miration and esteem of every lover of humanity throughout the 
world. This g6nerous stranger, as soon as he could obtain admis- 
sion to us, promptly provided for our immediate necessities; and 
when these were alleviated, in place of leaving our future lot to 
the precarious bounty of an enemy's alms, distributed the sum of 
near three thousand dollars in money amongst such as necessity 
compelled to accept his benevolence. With no solitary claim of 
country, kindred, or acquaintance, to excite his compassion ; cap- 
tured during an invasion of his adopted country, and fresh from the 
slaughter of six hundred of its soldiery ; he saw in our destitution 
and distress a field for his Samaritan labours, and regardless of all 
but our sufibrings, divided his store of worldly treasure amongst us, 
with to hope or security for its return, but the honour and gratitude 
of the beneficiaries. The American consul called, with others, at 
our prison ; but we are ignorant if further indebted to the interest 
or humanity of that official. 

Amongst the various indulgences extended us, permission to 
write home to our friends was the most gratifying ; and numbers 
gladly availed themselves of it This privilege was another of the 
supernumerary kindnesses of the noble-hearted Schatzell, at whose 
solicitation it was accorded, and who further took charge of, and 
securely transmitted our letters. A Texan negro, (Sawney,) be- 
came almost an habitue of our prison here ; conciliating our esteem 
by unintermitted acts of service and protestations of kindness^ 
whose treacherous purport was in time revealed to us. 

It may not be considered out of connexion hera to remark, that 
whilst we write (October 1844), the citizens of New Orleans have 
held puUic meetings, and collected and remitted (with their usual 
liberality) large suj^lies for the relief of the people of Matamoras, 
whose city has just been laid in ruins by a hurricane. This too, 
whilst their government and Mexico may almost be said to con- 
front one another with drawn swords, upon the irritating questkms 
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involved in the annexation movement No doubt among thete 
sufferers to whom this opportune American succour will be ex- 
tended, many will be included who little thought at the time of 
their magnanimous humanity to our distressed fellows, the future 
held so speedy a requital in store for them. The just providence 
of Him who holds the destinies of men and communities in his 
hands, rarely peraiits an action of disinterested benevolence from 
either, to go wholly unrewarded. 

The object of our long detention in Matamoras was alleged to be 
the want of specific instructions from the capital with regard to our 
disposal. Amongst the written stipulations entered into between 
Ampudia and Fi^er, the Mexican bad solemnly pledged himself to 
use his utmost influence with Santa Anna to prevent our bein^f 
sent to the prisons in the interior. Several of the Santa Fe pri- 
soners, who had been liberated in the preceding June, had joined 
our expedition, and spread among us such frightful tales of the 
rigours and horrors of these shambles, that without some agreement 
on this head, not a man amongst us would have acceded to the sur- 
render. To our consternation an order was received from the Dic- 
tator, and communicated to us on the ISth, by Ampudia, directing 
our immediate march to the capital. It was of little use to 
murmur or remonstrate, and, whatever were our previous hopes, 
we now gloomily steeled ourselves for the worst fate fortune had 
in store for us. Of Ampudia (whose command and escort termi- 
nated at Matamoras) we had nothing to complain of, that might not 
have been far worse, had we fallen into the hands of any other of 
their commanders. This General has since stained his reputation 
by the cowardice exhibited in his cruelties and indignities to the 
unfortunate Santamat at Tobasca But the worst feature of his 
character that came under our observation, was his silly vanity, 
which, drunk with the glory of our capture, led him to subject us 
to impertinent and indelicate exhibitions, that a brave and generous 
foe would have scorned to impose. Our fare, and the miserable 
bivouacs assigned us on our march from Mier, rather sprung from 
the vile condition of the Mexican commissariat, than any meditated 
neglect of his. And he and his followers having shared these pri- 
vations, vindicated them from the imputation of wantonly inflicting 
them. 

Leaving Lieutenant Crittenden and five others sick at Mata- 
moras, and three boys, detained by Ampudia under a promise of 
being set at Jiberty, we set out for the city of Mexico, on the 14th 
of January, under a new guard, commanded by General Canales. 

This guard consisted of five hundred men, (tour hundred in- 
fantry and one hundred cavalry, with a field piece,) all new levies, 
and with none of the discipline and soldierly bearing of those from 
whose custody they bad taken us. jt is an old and most correct 
observation, that the rawer the recruit, the more insolent and 
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brutal 18 he in his iatercourse with all under him or in his power. 
Not a dog of this guard who did not scowl upon us with all the 
cowardly malice of bigoted hate, and practise •every annoyance 
toward us that his mingled sense of discipline and apprehensions 
from ourselves,- brought within the scope of impunity. The cha- 
racter of Canales we were familiar with before, and knew thi^ 
every severity he could exercise on the way, that would fall short 
of exciting us to open resistance, would be certain to be inflicted. 
We were, therefore, not wholly unprepared for the inconveniences 
and petty tyrannies we endured from him and his felon recruits. 
One security from him w^ relied 0)1, and that was his fear. This 
he openly manifested before setting out, in refusing to take charge 
of us, unless we were aU first ironed. To so brutal a proposition 
Ampudia opposed his prompt and decided opposition; and the 
sneaking poltroon recompensed himself for his baffled cruelty by 
maintaining, through his subalterns, the most irksome police over 
us, himself never venturing nearer our lines during the march 
than a hundred yards. To such excess did he carry his cautioDy 
that frequently on the march, when it was necessary for him to 
pass from the rear to the front of the division, his circuit of us 
would extend a half mile to the right or left. 

Our officers. Colonel Fisher, Major Murray, General Green, and 
Captain Lyons, with Doctor Shepherd and Daniel Henry, had set 
out three days in advance of us, having all been rigidly interdicted 
from any intercourse with the men, save for a few minutes at a 
time, since tne morning of our surrender. In such a separation 
our vigilant enemy believed he had full e^uarantees against any 
attempt on our part at escape, very illogically assuming, that with- 
out the co-operation and counsel of our leaders, we would not dare 
the responsibility of assailing the soldiers surrounding us. How- 
ever indispensable to such a movement by Mexican soldiers their 
preneral and staff might be deemed, a moment*s reflection would 
nave taught him, that among Texans no man accounts himself a 
soldier who is not ever more ready to lead than to follow, in any 
enterprise of danger. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Route from Matainoras — Knavery of the Mexican commissariat — 

. Scarcity of provisions and water — Arrival, at Sacata — Plan for 

assailingr the guard — How prevented — Arrival at Catareta-^Beauty 

of the town— ^ur reception — Mexican oration — Supply of delicacies 

— Doctpr Bullock — Present of tobacco. 

Leatino Matamoras, our route bore off for a few days in a 
northwesterly direction, through a level and fertile valley, inter- 
spersed with numerous beautiful ponds and lakes. We then struck 
the ascent to the central plains, or table-lands of Mexico, and con- 
tinued our march at stages varying from twenty-five to thirty-five 
miles a day, until having complet^ a distance of near two hundred 
miles, we reached the little village of Sacata, on the river 
San Juan. 

Such of us as were unprovided with money during this time^ 
were almost entirely dependent upon our comrades who had it, for 
the proper amount and quality of food necessary to sustain us in ~ 
our severe marches. The Mexican commissary received from his 
government twenty-five cents per diem, for the subsistence of the 
prisoners; of which amount npt five cents a man was expended 
upon us. The money was properly and legally payable by this 
fiinctionary to the prisoners in specie ; but the commutation was 
insisted upon by the officer, and the knavery practised, upon us as 
described. Spoiled sea-bread had been laid in at Matamoras to a 
large amount, which being after various trials positively rejected 
by the men, was substituted by meagre rations of the cheapest 
flour to be obtained. And two meals a day of this, with refuse 
beef, to be cooked as we coutd best prepare it, without utensils or 
a sufficiency of ^firewood, was the provision for our support, whilst 
undergoing marches that would have worn down well-fed men. 

Frequent opportunities were presented to those with money, in 
passing the ranches, to lay in supplies, which were improved 
whenever permitted ; and b^r a generous division of the food so 
acquired, tne weak and destitute were enabled to sustain them- 
selves. Water, so difficult to be procured in several arid districts 
over which we passed, we were often without for ten and fifteen 
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hours at a lime, bein^ refused the privilege of stopping^ for it when 
it was convenient and directly in the way. At nigbt, our quarters 
were invariably the coural of the farm-house at which we tarried ; 
where, midst filth, and cold, and rain, we were lefl to recruit our 
strength for the next day*s recurring trial. It will not be supposed 
that men unused to these trials of suffering, would quietly and un- 
repiningly submit to them. The act of our liberation had been 
the standing topic of discussion, from the hour of our surrender ; 
and notwithstanding the surveillance maintained over us, we fbnnd 
abundant opportunity to mature our plans, and resolved on their 
execution whenever the auspicious moment should present itself. 
The captains of our six companies were with us, and to them was 
depqted the task to select the place, the hour, and the mode, for 
the achievement of our freedom. Every mile we advanced into 
the interior increased the difficulties and hazards of our escape, 
without in the least depree relaxing the vigilance of our guard. It 
had been determined, therefore, that the first encampment we made 
propitious to our designs, should be the scene of our emancipation, 
or immolation. We arrived early in the evening at Sacata, and 
were as usual turned into a coural in the suburhs. The cavalry 
were picketed in equal numbers, on the lefl and rear of our pen. 
The infantry occupied the right and front ; their line in front ex- 
tending from the gate of the coural some one hundred and fifly 
yards, to the six-pounder, which, loaded and pointed at the only 
outlet to the place, was surrounded by the artillery-men, (a burning 
match near at hand,) ready for use at a moment's warning. Captain 
E. Cameron, a Scotchman by birth, and as heroic a soldier as ever 
buckled sword around him, was by general consent assigned the 
command, and the task of giving the signal for the onset. Our 
men were divided into four companies, and to each was allotted a 
prticular duty. Right and lefl, front and rear, the enemy were to 
be assailed at the same moment; whilst the capture of the gun, 
deemed of paramount importance, was confided to a select few of 
the most able-bodied and desperate amongst us. The signal agreed 
upon, and to be communicated by Cameron, was the command of 
draw ; it being the usual order issued for forming the men, to re- 
ceive their rations, morning' and evening. The attempt was 
esteemed by all, one of immment hazard ; the conflict to follow a 
sanguinary one, and the result doubtful; yet all seemed resolved 
upon it, cost what it would, and eventuate as it mi^ht 

About four o'clock, the time for the delivery ot our supper ar- 
rived. The persons bearing the provisions, with the asses loaded 
with the fuel, were seen approaching the coural. The men were 
formed, and the hazard of life and death, liberty and slavery, hung 
suspended upon the utterance of the terrible signal. Outside of 
the enclosure could be seen the glittering muskets, stacked in 
tempting piles; whilst the unconscious guara were lolling at their 
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etse, maokkk^t gosBiping, or sleeping, as their various humours or 
iQcIinatioDs invited. £very eye in our desperate battalion seemed 
riveted with the potency of fascination, upon the towering and 
athletic Cameron ; whose own were bent in turn with the calm- 
ness of fate, upon the approaching troop of servitors, who were 
already entering the coural. Draw your rations firsts was the 
ambigooos signal that saluted our ears, delivered in the common- 
place tone of daily custom, and unattended by a single demonstra- 
tion or look, explanatory, beyond the simple counsel it implied^ 
The men looked bewildered— hesitated — gazed out over the pickets 
aa apprehending a discovery of the plot, and some certain pvecai^ 
tioos for its defeat ; then looked at Cameron again, who was busily 
engaged with his supper. In a moment more they were all simi- 
larly absorbed in the base employments of baking, roasting, and 
gorging. 

A portion of Cameron^s company, to whom he was devotedly and 
blindly attached, had appealed successfully, on the spur of the mo- 
ment, for the postponement of the enterprise ; and relying upon no 
man^s budging in the adventure, without the signal as agreed upon, 
he had adq)ted this hazardous but successful means, of frustrating 
its present execution. Such was his explanation afterwards, and 
however strange and inctedulously it was at first received, but a 
few days elap^ before he was acquitted of all blame or dishonour 
for balking the attempt 

Three ckys' march from Sacata, brought us to Catareta, the most 
beautiful village within the confines oS Mexico. Perched upon an 
emerald knoll, swelling gently up from the river San Juan, which 
girds its base, its miniature fortifications, steeples, towers, and sur- 
rounding gardens, lent it a witchery of look, that sunk upon all our 
Bouls with the magic of a fairy spell. It seemed we were ikot en- 
tirely unexpected either, as a band of delicious music met us at the 
water's edge, and in strains of enchanting harmony, welcomed us 
through its massive archway. Its bells rung out their sweetest 
peals, whilst numerous rockets careering through tho air, kindled 
the very atmosphere above into a luminous blaze. In the midst of 
its marble square, a murmuring fountain sung untiring lullabies; 
and lofly pyramids distributed around, held groups of youthful 
pyrotechnics, aa Jocund and brilliant; as the sparkling messengers 
they sent up. Fronting a rostrum overhung by a raised pavilion, 
. was assembled a gay and holiday multitude, listening to an orator, 
who, in the purest Castilian, and with the most graceful elocution, 
was there to welconoe and congratulate our party. 

The address being especially dedicated to our improvement and 
instruction, the attentive guard disposed us in a manner to listen 
with the utmost advantage to the discourse. Tbe^xordium, which 
was progressing as we entered, was a rehearsal of the power, fiime, 
and civiTizatioii of the august republic we weie visiting ; with vivid 

5 



Digitized by 



Google 



50 ptfiaoKBiia or fntora 

aod flattering allasions to the devoted love of freedom, justice, and 
haraanity, so Aaracteristtc of its brave and enlightened citizens. 
The order, beauty, and benignity of their government ; the admira- 
tion it excited abroad amongst the less fortunate nations of the 
earth ; the veneration, happiness, and security it preserved at home, 
by the liberality and impartiality of its administration ; were so 
brilliantly and earnestly managed by the speaker, as to elicit fre- 
quent and prolonged vtvas from his delighted auditors. But if he 
seemed animated and fired by the civic blessings so bountifully 
heaped upon his favoured land, bow shall be described the rapt and 
burning inspiration of his tone, look, and accents, when he carne to 
refer to her terrible renown in war, and the glory and lustre of her 
arms, on the countless battle-fields they had immortalized. From 
the first exploits of the invincible Cortes in TIascala, to his deci- 
sive victory on Tezcuco ; from the club-wrouffht massacres of the 
patriot Hidalgo, and his insurrectionary host, down to our late cap- 
ture bv the invincible Ampudia; every successful battle within 
their ifominions, whether won by Guacfaapin or Aztecs, Creoles or 
Mestizoes, was extolled in such terms of imposing panegyric and 
gorgeous rhetoric, as filled the Mexican part of the audience with 
pride and transport Our calamities we were assured were the 
inevitable fate of all whose audacity led them to rapoee their re- 
sistless arms. Our spared lives were monuments or that godlike 
clemency with which the great nation was accustomed to temper 
the severity of its chastisements. We were felicitated on the op- 
portunity we were then enjoying, of becoming^ familiar with the 
ueages and sentiments of those unalterably decreed to rule over us; 
and dismissed with a recommendation to maintain our fortitude and 
submission, and further enjoined to do justice to Mexican humanity 
and g^erosity, should it please Heaven and the President to per- 
mit us to return home. 

This eloquent vindication of Mexican renown, (with the no doubt 
well-meant admonitions to ourselves,) would have been quite as 
much in place, had they been couched in the ancient Phrvgian 
tongue, as in liquid Spanish, in which they were delivered. Nine- 
teen twentieths of our fellows being as innocent of any knowledge 
of the dialect in which we were addressed, as so many Cumancl:^ 
may be supposed of the idiomatic elegancies of St Cloud. From a 
country, however, in which the custom of public speaking is exten- 
sively practised, and sacredly respected, they yielded the orator 
their most flattering and serious attention, and no one who had 
witnessed their gravity and decorum, but would have inferred they 
were most critically and acutely absorbed in the argument of the 
discourse. 

Dark mustachA men, with shouldered firelocks, enforced these 
inculcations with scowls of vengeful import ; but more persuasive 
endorsers wer^ there in the bnght-eyed daughters of New Leon, 
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whose graceful rebosos illy concealed the pity that bedewed their 
long lashes, as they gazed through the soldiery upon our sad and 
forlorn-looking files. 

When we reached the quarters allotted us by our hospitable 
hosts of Catareta, we were equally surprised as grieved to find 
them i\}e open back-yard of the barracks ; and incomparably the 
most filthy and uncomfortable of any we had tenanted inside of a 
Mexican town. This mole'' upon the cheek of the village, we felt 
sure could not have been wittingly selected as our restmg-place ; 
after such unbounded manifestations of joy over our arrival, and 
lively sympathy in' our welfare as had been expressed. Rain, too, 
beginning to fall upon our uncovered heads, we indignantly com- 
plained to some respectable citizens standing near ; who, after a 
remonstrance with the brute Canales, prevailed in having us re- 
moved to snugger apartments. 

Here we were abundantly supplied ^ith hot tortillas, frijoles and 
fowls, with oranges and various fruits, that are grown in the 
greatest abundance near this delightful village. 

Doctor Bullock, a young and very popular American physician, 
whose good genius had directed his footsteps to this paradise, which 
his good taste at once appropriated as a residence, came' frequently 
to see us, and displayed his sympathy and solicitude for our comfort, 
by every kindness and attention compatible with his means and the 
license allowed him. 

Through him we were enabled to procure a liberal supply of 
very tolerable tobacco ; an article coni^manding the most exorbitant 
prices in the region we were in, being exclusively in the hands of 
contraband istas when it can be found at all. Had the banquet 
board of Mexico's most luxurious viceroy spread its appetiting 
dainties before our men, they would have neen cheerfully ex- 
changed by most of them for this grateful godsend of the much- 
esteemed weed. 

A heavy and unintermitted rain detained us in this village through 
the following day and night; and on the morning of the 28th we 
resumed our march for the neighbouring city of Monterey. 
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CHAPTER VH. 

Th« Valley of Monterey — Su|rar Plantation — CaltiTation of the Maguey 
— City of Monterey — Our Reception — Cumanche Saddle— Puerto de 
lo8 Muertoa — Humanity of Citizens— Charge of Guard — Colonel Bm- 
ragan — Ranch of Rinconada — Attempt on the Guard — How frus- '^ 
trated — Negro Sawney^ Saltillio— March through the Mountains — 
Captain Dimitt — Ranch Salado. 

The valley of Monterey, or the San Juan, as it Is indifibrently 
termed, through which we now pursued our way, is unsurpassed in 
the world for its fertility, the brilliancy and luxuriance of. its vege- 
tation, the salubrity of its climate, and the picturesque character 
of its scenery. Narrowing as it extends westward, its breadth,* for 
near a hundred miles below Monterey, varies from fifteen to twenty ^ 
miles, the lands sloping with the most gentle descent from the low * 
mountain on either side to the river. From the sides of these hills 
burst innumerable springs of the most delicious water, furnishing 
convenient means of artificial irrigation during the protracted 
droughts to which these regions are subject. Here, in fi-iendly 
neighbourhood, are to be found, the oak and pecan tree, the plan- 
tain and the orange, the pine-apple and banana, whilst fields of 
wheat and maize stretch down from the mountain's base, to ex- 
tended plantations of sugar and maguey. 

The latter crops are by far the most profitable of any branches 
of agriculture pursued in Mexico. The4abour of both is conducted 
by the native Indians, whose wages average something under two 
reals per day. Many of the sugar estates are reputed to yield 
above a million of pounds of refined su^ar, with molasses Sufficient 
to pay the entire expenses of their cultivation, and the cost of pre- 
paring the crop for market From three to five hundred labourers 
are employed upon the larger ones, whose wa^es are still fur- 
ther reouced, by payment in goods and groceries, at enormous 
prices. The income of their proprietors are thus rendered far 
more certain* and frequently equal to the most fortunate miners. 
The cultivation of the maguey, (the Agave Americana,) frooi 
whose saccharine juices pulque is made, (the popular drink of 
the country,) is still more extensively carried on, yielding 
enormous returns, and being besides indigenous to every variety 
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of Mexican climate ^nd elevation of soil. Whole tracts of 
country are to be found where the face of nature presents one 
unvarieit field of this sharp and thorn-leafed plant The early 
maturity of its growth varies with its approximation to the sea- 
coasty and occurs at periods ranging from five to as high as twenty 
years. In the tierras ca2ien<e« (warm lands) it sends up its flower- 
ing stem in five or seven years ; in the tierras templados (middle 
plains), in from ten to twelve, and in the cold lands (tierras friat)^ 
it is often as long as twenty years ere it ripens. When flowered, 
the stalk is often more than a foot in diameter, and twelve to four- 
teen feet in height This is tapped, and the interior pulp removed, 
leaving a hollow bowl, into which, for five a[)d seven months at a 
time, a honied subacid juice continues to be distilled, whose daily 
yield, from a thrifty plant, not unfrequently amounts to the enor- 
mous quantity of twelve and fifteen pints.* The saccharine and 
mucilaginous properties of this sap provoke a ready fermentation, 
and the liquor obtained, though nauseous and disgusting at first, is 
esteemed, by those who overcome this first repulsion, above all 
other drinks. The Indians, besides being devoted to the flavour of 
this beverage, regard it as highly medicinal, and use it in their 
fiimilies wiUi more prodigal excess than the populace of London do 
beer. The brandy, or intoxicating spirit derived from it, is ob- 
tained by distillation, and is the fatal agent of the increasing demo- 
ralization so steadily advancing amongst the lower orders of the 
population. * 

The maguey was not only the vine of the ancient Mexicans, 
but their hemp and papyrus likewise, their hieroglyphics being 
mostly painted upon a paper made from its leaves, and the pita 
(a strong and even thread, still highly esteemed and in use 
amongst them), manufactured from its fibres. Many of the planta- 
tions of agave produce a moneyed rent to their aisentee lords of 
from twenty to fifty thousand dollars. These haciendas are seldom 
tenanted by the proprietors, but left to the management of adminis- 
tradors, the owners residing in the capital of the republic, or the 
chief city of the state in which the property may happen to lie. 
The domain annexed to the more respectable of them varies from 
five to ten leagues in extent, and what with the large and massive 
dwellings, the surrounding ofiices, warehouses, mills, work-houses, 
and Indi&n villages, they more resemble towns than single planta- 
tions. 

Continuing our way alon^ the banks of the river that intersects 
this beautiful valley, crossing and recrossing it at distances of 
every ten miles, a little beyond the picturesque Mission of Guada- 
loupe we encountered numerous companies of persons, mounted and 
on foot, come out from Monterey to get a look at us. They were 
by far more civil and respectful visiters than we anticipated, scan- 
ning our appearance with eager but not offensive curiosity, and 
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escorting us into the city without any manrifestation 'of that vulgar 
triumph we had experienced from the population of' nearly all the 
towns through which we passed. 

Monterey (the city of the mountains) is the capital of New Leon, 
and amongst the largest towns in eastern Mezido. It is situated 
on the head waters of the San Juan, between two lofty mountains, 
built in a style of considerable taste and splendour, and supposed to 
contain about two thousand inhabitants. Amongst these are the 
most wealthy and distinguished families of the state, noted equally 
for the liberality of their opinions, as the elegance and hospitality 
of their habits. 

The region round about is wild and romantic beyond description; 
bold and rugged hills towering peak above peak, whilst spread out 
along their base creep wooded and smiling valleys, robed in beauty 
and adorned with cultivation. At twelve miles* distance, the loftiest 
summit, fifteen hundred feet high, takes the name of the Cumanche 
Saddle^ from its striking resemblance to the peculiar form of that 
cavalry equipment in use amongst those Indians. To the south, in 
the same range of hills, is also to be seen the fomous Puerto de )os 
Muertos, (or gate of the dead,) being a gloomy sotge or pass in the 
mountain, through which, alone, from Jalapa to Monterey, wheeled 
carriages can ascend from the coast to the table-land. 

During our residence of three days in Monterey, our quarters 
were as comfbrtal^le as could be provided, and rations the very best 
to be procured. We further received, as proofs of sympathy and 
benevolence, presents of shoes and sandals, with various articles of 
clothing, that confirmed our previous estimate of the humanity and 
kindness of its citizens. 

Here, to our great delight, Canales surrendered his further com- 
mand over us to Colonel Baragan, an accomplished and humane 
ofilcer> and as unlike his predecessor as courage and generosity 
ever differ from cowardice and cruelty. Our infantry guard was 
also changed and greatly reduced; the substitutes- consisting for 
the most part of fhesh conscripts, many of them taken from the 
prisons of Monterey, barely familiar with the rudiments of the 
service, and destitute of all pride or honour so indispensable to the 
composition of good soldiers. 

Nothing could enchant us more highly than this* change of the 
guard ; holding out as it did the hope of a more successful libera- 
tion on the road. 

Descending again into the beautiful valley of the Monterey, we 
continued up the river, passing through unfenced plantations on 
our route, walled in on either side by parallel ranges of mountains, 
that from crag and cavern fiung back the strains of our bugles in a 
thousand weird and mocking echoes. 

A march of thirty miles brought us to Rinconada, a large ranch 
near the river San Juan, running up for several thousand acres into 
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a core of the mountain^. Here we once more detennined to dis- 
arm our guard, the situation of the camp favouring the design, and 
men and officers alike concurring in the feasibility of the plan. 

The quarters allotted us for the night consisted of three con- 
nected courts or pens, separated by mud walls some six feet high, 
and opening into each other by gateways, closed by poles or bars. 
The first was occupiewi by the ii^antry, the second by our men, and 
the third, to the rear of us, by the cavalry. At daybreak the follow- 
ing morning we were quietly awakened by our leaders, and every 
man quickly at his post, ready for the work. This hour had been 
agreed upon, as the cavalry it was supposed would be out in the 
pmin collecting their horses, and hopes were entertained we should 
find the infantry asleep, and easily dispersed or taken as soon as we 
secured their arms. The sudden roll of the Mexicans' drums in 
the adjoining pen dissipated in a moment our cherished hopes of 
freedom, and, looking into their quarters, we discovered the whole 
guard filing out of the coural, and forming in order for march. This 
was too unusual an evolution to leave us in a moment's doubt but 
that our' plan had been discovered, and fairly anticipated, by the 
vigilance of the enemy. 

How he obtained his information was never conclusively ascer- 
tained, but the strongest circumstanAs conspired to excite suspi- 
cion against the negro Sawney. This fellow had joined us at 
Matamoras, and, affecting to belong to the Mexican army, had the 
entree to our quarters at ajl times, sharing liberallv in the confi- 
dence of several of our men, from his professed devotion and at- 
tachment to their interests. Several of the prisoners who had 
opposed the outbreak as too desperate and unequal for success, 
likewise fell under the suspicion of having denounced it to Bara- 
gan ; but reason and reflection soon acquitted them of the un- 
worthy charge, leaving the imputation to rest upon the perfidious 
slave, to whom alone it is believed to be due. 

On Sunday, the 5th of February, we entered Saltillio, a neat and 
populous city, of some ten thousand inhabitants, situated in the ex- 
treme southern part of Coahuila, and on the head waters of the San 
Juan. The grounds in its immediate vicinity, with the numerous 
gardens of the city,.are irrigated by beautiful fountains of water, 
springing up in various parts of the town. The valley here is 
broad and filled with the most luxuriant herbage, whilst at no 
great distance to the north, rise dreary mountains from the midst 
of desolate and barren-looking plains. Such contrasts of mountain 
and meadow, fertility and barrenness, beauty and deformity of land- 
scape arc frequent in the Northeastern States of Mexico ; every 
diversified aspect of soil and production being found grouped within 
the narrowest compass. An antique and massive-looking church 
adorns the public square of Saltillio, and many private residences 
of size and pretension, indicate a high degree of opulence and taste 
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in the owners. Here our guard was strongly reinforced, leavings 
no further room to doubt that our designs against them were well 
understood, and properly provided against. 

After resting two days we resum^ our march, bearing south, in 
the direction of San Luis Potosi, over a rugged and mountainous 
country, thinly populated, and entirely destitute of water, save at 
lonff distances, where it is preserv^ in tanks^ for the relief of tra- 
vellers. Precipitous and almost iraked hills, with sides ploughed 
into deep ravines, nod over valleys as arid and inhospitable as them- 
selves; whilst the scattering ranches reared midst their defiles are 
tenanted by a poor and bandit-looking race, who draw a precarious 
subsistence from the miserable shelter and mean entertainment 
they ^rnish the wayfarer. At one of them, {Agua ebuebo,) at 
which we rested during our first night from Saltillio, we were 
shown tho room where the brave and unfortunate Captain Dimitt, 
of Texas, poisoned himself; all his comrades being overtaken and 
killed by the guard but two. 

On our fourth day's march through these dismal solitudes, we 
arrived early in tho evening of the 10th inst., at the ranch Sa- 
lado, where weary, worn, and disgusted with captivity, we deter- 
mined to achieve our liberty, or perish in the effort. No soiHier 
therefore were we penned, than Doctor Brenham, Doctor M*Math» 
Judges Gibson and Walker, ever foremost in counselling this daring 
step, renewed their opposition to its further postponement ; and 
after finding a large majority t)f the prisoners disposed for its imme- 
diate execution, arranged the rising for the following morning, 
whatever might betide. As night approached, it became evident 
the Mexican colonel was fully apprisea of some mischief brewings 
in our quarters. The sentries were doubled, their guns examined, 
discharged and reloaded; and every precaution taken to insure 
against surprise that vigilance and prudence could suggest De- 
spite it all, we lay down to rest, resolved that the morning's sun 
should light us to freedom, or go down upon our graves. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Oar quarters — Distribution of the detachment — Attack on the guard — 
Killed, wounded, prisoners, and spoils — Interview with Colonel Bara- 
gan — Appearance of our men on the march — ^Thoughts of home — 
Fired on from a ranch — Meet with a friend — His counsel — Refused 
provisions at ranches — Conduct on the road — Retreat to the moun- 
tains. 

Ths Salado is situated in a sterile sandy valley, of considerable 
extent, almost barren of vegetation, and as desolate in appearance 
as could well be selected for the habitation of man. This ranch 
difiers in nothing from the usual style of such buildings, save in 
the comfortless character of its arrangements, and the absence in 
the surrounding landscape of any solitary feature to enliven the 
general gloom of its aspect. It is one hundred and twenty miles 
from Saltillio, and was kept as a posada at the time, by a smut-faced* 
ill-visaged Mexican, who let its vile accommodations to such tra- 
vellers between Saltillio and San Luis Potosi, as extremity drove 
to take refuge with him. A quadrangular stone court, embracing 
the main buildings of the ranch, with thick walls ten feet high, 
constituted the quarters of the infantry part of our guard. Con- 
nected with it by similar walls, and communicating with it by a 
large doorway, was the coural in which we were confined. The 
cavalry were picketed outside, in such manner as to surround three 
sides of the coural. Our plans being matured, and a thorough 
understanding subsisting amongst our men. Captain Cameron was 
a^in appointed to give the signal, and all lay down to refresh them 
with a sleep. 

Between daylight and sunrise every man was up receiving hif 
breakfast of boiled rice, and seemingly as intent in discussing it, as 
though not a thought beyond Was permitted to disturb the keenness 
of his appetite. Prom a sunken part of the wall between the coural 
and the court-yard, four sleepy-looking sentinels with ground arms, 
were standing at ease ; whilst the two patrols on the outside of 
the doorway (the only outlet from our pen) were leaning on their 
muskets, and looking in upon our noisy voracity, with a mingled 
expression of commiseration and disgust. Our neighbours in the 
court were all awake ; some busy with their own breakfast, some 
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stowing away their blankets, nm others grouped near the gate, 
holding a thle-drtHe with the cavalry outside. It was a curious 
spectacle for one in the humour for such observation, to have 
watched the strained and fascinated concentration of our nien*s eyes, 
as they peered from below the slouched ruins of their hats and cape, 
upon the nonchalant and unintelligible movements of the chief 
conspirator. <^ 

Tranquilly, and with an air of vulgar relish, he continued to 
munch his gourd of rice, as he advanced with a careless and loiter- 
ing step nearer and nearer the doorway of the coural. Arrived 
within a few paces of the sentries, and having stared with a vacant 
look into the court beyond, he suddenly fkceS about, and in a voice 
that rung through the whole ranch, shouted the concerted signal, 
** Now, boys, toe go it /*• 

With the bounds and cries of unleashed bull-do^ oar men 
dashed through the doorway into the court, and seizmg the mus- 
kets stacked against the side of the wall, turned them upon the 
panic-stricken and flying guard. This was the work of a moment ; 
scarce ten guns being fired ere the yard (of late so populous with 
heroes), was empty of Mexicans, save the trembling and suppli- 
cating sentries, who were first knocked down and disarmed. Two 
only of the enemy were killed here, and a few wounded. A part 
escaped into the plain, and the rest took refuge in the adjacent 
houses. The ofScers and a few cavalry soldiers, discharged their 
pistols and carbines from these buildings and fled. One of our 
men fell desperately wounded from this volley, and died a few 
hours after. 

Outside, a company of infantry had rallied, and being joined by 
some fiAy mounted men, seemed disposed to tarry our coming. 
The intrepid Brenham and Lyons (both released Santa Fe priso- 
ners) in heading the sortie out of the court, were shot down in the 
gateway by Mexicans sheltered in the buildings to the left. The 
enemy then fled at our approach, without firing a shot; and through 
the plain and capperel as far as the eye could range, his dispersed 
and panting platoons might be seen scamper in^r towards opposite 
points of the horizon, as though legions of armed furies were thun- 
dering at their heels. The loss on either side was about equal ; 
several of their men, expecting no quarter, being killed in the 
houses, and the same number of ours being slain or wounded in 
the stable lot^by a party of the enemy who fired on them from the , 
walL More than a third of their guns that fell into our hands were 
found empty, and their cartridge-boxes, in place of ammunition, 
filled with cigars and other soldier-traps. But for this, their 
speedy flight might not have prevented a more serious loss. The 
negro Sawney proved more alert in escape than any of his com- 
rades, havinff, fortunately for himself, vanished with the first sound 
of the tumult. 
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Our killed we're, Brenham, Lyons, Fitzgerald, Rice,' and Ha- 
gerty ; wounded, Captain Baker, Hancock, Harvey, Sansbury, and 
Trahem. All our prisoners were dismissed unharmed; amongst 
whom^were several officers, who were permitted to retain their 
swords. Colonel Fisher and staff, who were in the ranch during 
the night, started with their escort before daybreak, and distinctly 
heard our hurras at the conclusion of the afiair, although* we were 
ignorant of their vicinity. 

Pursuant to the example of the most renowned victors on record, 
we first celebrated our triumph with three times three loud and 
hearty cheers, then set about collecting and examining the spoils. 

An hundred and sixty muskets and carbines, with some dozen 
swords and pistols, and three mule-loads of ammunition, were our 
most important trophies. Near a hundred mules and horses were 
our next most valuable acquisition. A plentiful supply of provi- 
sions, and fourteen hundred dollars in cash, (government funds,) 
were also forgotten in the hurry of tl^e enemy's departure. Taking 
possession of these, with such a portion of the provisions as we 
could conveniently transport, and leaving our sick and wounded 
with some twenty cfCcentric knights of our parly, who refused to 
accompany us, confiding in the idle hopes of an early release ; we 
appointed the gallant Cameron to the command, and commenced a 
retromde march over the line of route we pursued in coming. 

Colonel Baragan, who had done every thing that a brai>e and 
devoted officer could do to check the flight of his men, and had 
been himself the last hostile Mexican on the field, now presented 
himself about half a mile down the road, with a few cavalry he had 
rallied, and requested on our approach to communicate with us. 
He seemed deeply chagrined at our escape, and doubtless antici- 

gated the heavy censure from his superiors it was destined to 
ring upon him. Through his interpreter be remonstrated against 
the madness of the step we had taken ; pointing out the impossi- 
bilities of our hopes, and reminding us of his uniform clemency 
and humanity, invoked our submission, promising^ an amnesty for 
what had passed, and assurances of every possible kindness in the 
future. 

With unafiected regret at parting with this generous officer, 
we were compelled to declirte his very flattering proposals, lament- 
ing at the same time, that our freedom had not been purchased 
without detriment or sacrifice to himself. With an expression of 
genuine thanks to him for the liberality of his treatment of us, we ' 
took a courteous leave of him and his little troop, and pursued our 
way. In this, however. Colonel Baragan did not imitate our mag- 
nanimity, but hung upon our rear during the day and night, keep- 
ing n» steadily in view, and tracking us for several succeeding 
days through the mountains, signalling our whereabouts, and lend- 
ing the most important aid to our subsequent recapture. 
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There was aomething {rictaresqne, brigandiBh, and barbaric, in 
the ensemble of our MittalioD, as it wound its straggliogf way 
through the dark and goblin-looking region through which we 
marched. About half our men were mounted, some very strong 
mules carrying double. Officers on horseback, in rags and sandals, 
armed with musket, sword, and pistols; and privates on foot in 
richly-wofked zerapes, sporting long lances, whose glistening shafts 
resembled at a distance the gilded rods of ushers* The low 
crowned, broad-brimmed, oil-covered Mexican sombrero, was seen 
side by side in earnest discourse with some towering hatless grena- 
dier, whose long and matted locks hung down from underneath 
the crimson kerchief, bound tightly round his crown. Dark, bushy- 
bearded men, showed arms and legs like circus Athletse, protruding 
from knee and elbow, through the short jackets and open breeches 
of the country's fashion. Here a one-skirted coat, and there no 
coat at all. Here an officer's saddle and caparisons richly em- - 
bossed, and mounted with silver ; and there a sheepskin, flung over 
a say-looking horse, ridden with a lariat bridle. 

But we were free once more ; and though far from friends and 
succour, and in the heart of the foeman's land, with his blood- 
hounds at our heels ; many were the hymns of home and country 
that burst from our exulting lips, and scared with their jovial 
echoes the startled wild-bird ^om its perch. When the moon came 
out to set her watch in the sky, and star by star climbed up to its 
burning throne, we halted on the mountain summit to scan the 
Jewell^ host, and search amongst its radiant galaxies for that lone 
and newborn gem, that mirrored the stainless flag of Texas. 

It was twelve o'clock at night when we stop[^ to refresh our- 
selves at the ranch Incarnation ; where, having eaten and baited our 
horses, (paying scrupulously for all we took,) we continued our 
march until daylight next morning, when we camped, having 
travelled near si^venty miles. Our men walked and rode alter- 
nately, relieving each other with the utmost alacrity, and sustaining 
their fatigues with a cheerfulness inspired by a sense of freedom, and 
that fortitude and courage needed tP insure their arrival at home. 
Home ! and what visions of bright and glowing happiness does 
not this necromantic word bring up in the waking or dreaming 
thoughts of all, who have ever known its spell& - How its duU 
cares and active sorrows, its chilling penury and freezing neglect, 
its actual outlawry, all soften down in ' absence before tl^ memory 
of one loved look or tone, and dissolving into hues of hope and ten- 
derness, disperse the shadows from the heart, like the gleam of 
blessed tapers above holy shrines. Such images nerve the soul 
and paint the dreams of^ mariner and soldier, amidst wreck and 
hostile perils ; but who can colour their enchantment to him, who 
has iust brok^ the sullying chain, and flung off the captive's crush- 
ing load ! 
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Our stiffbned limbs were allowed but slight repose fitnn the toHs 
of the precediDg day, «re we were once more on the march. At 
the distance of some twenty miles we turned off from the road to 
the left, and entered a gorge of the mountain, embowered in a 
^rest of palmettoes. Through this wood the feet and legs of our 
men who walked, were wounded at every step, by the sharp thorn 
of the wild maguey, and innumerable spinous shrubs, that tShoked 
up the way. Emerging at length mio tne open valley, bleeding 
and consumed with thirst, (bavin? tasted no water for twenty 
hours,) we hastened towards a rancn just visible in a distant curve 
of the valley, where we hoped to procure a supply. When within 
two hundred yards of the enclosure, what was our surprise to see 
the house-top bristling with the lances of the cavalry, and the 
windows stuck full of the muzzles of their carbines. At so 
manifest a determination to sell us the desired relief only at the 
price of bloodshed, we filed off towards the north, in the direction 
of a gap in the mountains, preferrinsr a further search to rousing 
the country by any unnecessary violence. As we turned from 
them, the grarrison fired a volley over our heads, accompanied by 
loud exultations, that required all the authority our officers could 
exert, to prevent being returned. The audacity of these scouts 
rendered it clear we were closely trailed, and active preparations 
in progress for our recapture. On the opposite side of the moun- 
tain our advance found a sufficiency of water, which, after greedily 
swallowing, and filling our gourds, we continued our march to the 
north. Several hours travel brought us to a sequestered ranch, 
where, having halted and interrogated its inmatea of our where- 
abouts, we wheeled to the west, and pursued our route over a level 
sandy plain, thickly studded with capperel. 

It was in vain we sought to elude the vigilance of the foe. 
Turn to what point of the compass we might, not an hour elapsed 
before the smoke of his signal-fires was seen to curl from some 
eminence in our front. Living the plain as the sun descended, 
we again entered the mountains, to find a favourable spot on which 
to encamp. Having rested through the night, we resumed our 
inarch at daylight, with a Mexican guide, who had entered our 
camp the previous night, and readily volunteered to direct us, 
Two of our men wandered off and were lost on the preceding 
night, and another lefl asleep at this camp. We continqed to the 
westward until we struck the Monclova road, and had not pursued 
it far, before we were hailed by an American friend, who, on hear- 
ing of our escape, had despatched us the guide then with us, in- 
structed to conduct us to the spot where he' lay Concealed to 
receive us. From him we learned that expresses from Baragan 
had carried- intelligence of our kreak to every ranch and town 
within two hundred miles west and north of the Salado ; that no 
adequate force was as yet; T^iped to pursue qs, but that our safety 
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depended upon expedition, as. the country was in the greateat alarm 
at the news of our being at larg^e, and would prompUy organize to 
follow and retake us. He further impressed it upon us to keep the 
road we were then pursuing, and under no pretext whatever to 
deviate fiom it until beyond the pass of Benada Commending his 
guide again to us as important and trustworthy, with a thousand 
earnest pravers for our safety and escape, this noble fellow took his 
leave, and disappeared in the thicket 

During the evening we passed two respectable and comfortable- 
looking ranches, at which we in vain essayed to purchase a supply 
of corn and beef. As we approached them, the gates were barred, 
the doors all fastened, and a red fla£f hung out, to indicate the hos- 
tility of the proprietors. These obstinateljr refused to oi>en an^ 
commerce with us, but b^de us pass on, which request they forti- 
fied by a flourish of rusty firelocks, and multiplied disguises of the 
same head at the windows, to suggest the presence of a formidable 
force within doors. Our resolution being fixed to practise no vio- 
lence or rapine on the people, unless in the greatest extremity or 
nelf-defence, we continued our way without molesting theoL 
6razing our horses in the evening near the last of these ranches,* 
our guide, who had been sent in to negotiate for provisions, was 
detained by the inmates, nor missed until we had advanced some 
distance on the road. 

It was near twelve o'clock at night, and whilst on the march, 
that a hurried consultation was held by the officers, in which it 
was madly determined to leave the road and take refuge in the ad- 
jacent mountains. This step, against which we had been so 
solemnly admonished, and which was destined to result in such 
sufiering and disaster to us, had its origin in the apprehension of a 
minority of the men, who adhered to it with such obstinacy and 
determined pertinacity as forced its adoption by the majority, who 
were compelled to acquiesce with them, or consent to a division of 
the force. 

Despite the assurances of our friend, that we were not, and could 
not be pursued immediately, by a detachment large enough to re- 
capture us, the alarms of these men could be tranquillized by no 
argument short of an immediate covert in the hills. To separate 
from them was to insure the certain destruction of all (our present 
number barely reaching two hundred) ; and, adopting the only 
alternative left us, to slure their fortunes, we struck abruptly into 
the thicker, and encamped. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Mountains of Coahoila — Fired on by JM[ezican acouts — Horrors of our 
situation — Find water — Batcher horses and mules — Comrades who 
ffive ouV— Fruitless search for water — ^Famine and thirst — Descend 
from the mountains — Sufferings — Recapture by Mexicans — Reception 
in camp — Officers — March for Saltillio^Order for our execution-^ 
Refusal of General Mexier to obey it — Marched into town. 

Thb wild and rugged-looking mountains that rose before us on 
the following morning, were so savage, dreary, and seemingly in- 
terminable in their outline, as to infuse a visible dejection into the 
minds of those roost clamorous for their protecting shelter. Their 
Tocky sides grizzled over with stunted alpine plants ; their naked 
and sterile peaks destitute of vegetation, save here and there a 
group of wilted and blasted pines ; their gloomy and dismal bar- 
rancas, gaping underneath the beetling crags and toppling cones 
above, mwned repulsively against our meditated intrusion into 
their stern solitudes. 

Some Mexican prowlers, however, having fired upon our camp 
during the previous night, revived apprehensions of the neighbour- 
hood of the pursuing foe ; and up the ascent we went, climbing 
over projections and picking along precipices, that under other cir- 
cumstances would have been deemed impossible, to men or animals. 
Through the tedious day we staggered on &om acclivity to ac- 
clivity, from hill-top to valley, and from valley to hill-top again ; 
plunging deeper and ferther into their lonesome wastes, until night 
and exhaustion put a period to our toils. Baffled in every attempt 
10 discover a spring or any deposit of water on the eminences, we 
descended to hunt through the narrow and tortuous valleys as 
fruitlessly. Not a drop of moisture seemed to exist within the cir- 
cumference of this arid desolation, though many a deep and yawn- 
ing gqlly showed where the tempest had ploughed a path for its 
torrents, down the hard and impenetrable aides of the mountain. 
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Nor voice of bird nor beast of any kind, broke the frightfql silence 
that reigned throughout, from pinnacle to pit 

Pausing for the night before a perpendicular wall of rock that 
blocked up all farther progress, our hungry mules limping off in the 
darkness to search the loose stone and sand for forage, left their 
spent and tired riders crouching from the bleak night- winds around 
dismal cam^res, to ruminate, silent and unsocial, over the choice^ 
not chance^ that brought them there. Sad as looked the present, 
and disheartening as rose the perspective, but a brief interval 
elapsed, ere stretched upon their dinty cociches, the whole were 
sunk in sleep. An exploring party who had started betimes in the 
morning, returned to camp about ten o'clock, with the joyful intel- 
ligence of the discovery of water. The cry of land from the mast- 
head, never revived the drooping spirits of a perishing crew, as did 
this announcement cheer and animate our thirsty band. The two 
miles interposing between the camp and water, were traversed 
with the impatience of bridegrooms ; and when arrived at the 
limpid pool, it was found sufficient not only to assuage our present 
thirst, but fill the gourds of all who had them. Here we moved 
our camp, and spent the day. Building numerous fires in the little 
dell, we set about butchering our stifil^ened horses and mules ; bar- 
becuing the flesh over the embers, and each man packing up for 
future use as much of it as he could conveniently carry. It was 
thought mercy to them, thus to anticipate the lingering ^mine and 
death that awaited them amongst these herbless and naked hills. 
Our saddles we also cut up and made sandals of; and all our pre- 
parations being completed that evening, we set out next day on foot, 
with heavy packs and heavy hearts. Clambering up the mountain, 
we directed our course to the north ; sometimes along ridges, but 
for the most of the way, ascending and descending the mountains, 
from base to summit, and from summit to base again. About four 
o'clock in the evening of this day, three of our stoutest-looking 
men, Iseland, Este, and Fitzgerald, gave out, and could ^o no fur- 
ther'; they were supplied with ammunition and meat, their gourds 
filled with water, and left to shift for themselves. Having travelled 
until late in the nfght, a distance (as well as we could reckon) of 
more than twenty miles, we halted in a ravine, where we had 
plenty of firewood, and a comfortable slfelter from the wind. The 
next morning when about to resume our march, two others of our 
men. Miller and Pilley, declared their inability to proceed, and after 
remonstrance and persuasion had been urged upon them in vain, 
they were left, to their fate. Our plan of getting forv^rd was first 
to ascend to the ridges, and then steer our course along them as 
accurately as the nature of the ground a'timitted of, a due north- 
western direction. At the distance of eight miles farther on, Doctor 
McMath, T. W. Cox, Blackburn, and W. Davis, threw down their 
packs and bade us adieu, being spent with fatigue and thirst. One 
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of oar scoots joined us shortly after, with the intelligence of a few 
gallons of stagnated water, about three miles off; but though en- 
tirely out, and suffering extremely for the want of it, we pushed on. 
The weather, which had been n>r four days past rigorously cold, 
suddenly changed about and became oppressively warm. Dite in 
the day, we fell in with a trail at the foot of the mountains going 
north, and followed it until night It proved to be a timber trail, 
and keeping it through a valley for fourteen miles, it brought us to 
thickets of dwarfish pine, much of which was cut and taken away, 
evidencing, to our surprise, we were at no great distance from set- 
tlements. We again spent the night without water, though we 
had examined every fissure and hollow for it we could discover 
along the way. Our thirst was becoming too intolerable for sleep, 
and we lefl camp with the first rays of returning light A short 
distance in advance, we found a few isolated clumps of palmetto, 
whose bitter and nauseous wood we chewed, and thus in some 
decree moistened our swollen tongues and parching lips. The 
valley over which we were passing became narrower as we pro- 
ceeded, until it sunk into a ravine, penetrating between two lofty 
mountains. Along^ its gloomy bed we now dragged oor fiiiling 
limbs, glaring anxiously around and above at every step, for some 
sign of moisture, and halting at short intervals, to listen for t&e 
heavenly music of a water-brook. It was vain to look, or listen. 
Several of the more tired of our party began this evening to fling 
away their muskets and haversacks : becoming too weak for the 
first, and the little remnant of food contained in the latter growing 
too dry to be forced down their husky throats. 

Short and few^were the words interchanged amonffst u& The 
battalion, broken mto squads of seven and ten, scattered at irregular 
distances, sullenly followed our athletic leader and his more robust 
associates, reckless of where, or in what direction they were pro- 
ceeding. When darkness fell around us, little heed was taken of 
where we should bivouac, stoppinfir mecl)anically at the first spot 
whose area of level surface offered us room to lie down on. Sen- 
tries had ceased to be set, messes were broken up; officers no 
longer aspired to command, or soldiers deigned a show of obedience. 
Worn out with the march, each man dropped to sleep where he 
halted, scornful of fire, food, or security from the foe; and forffetftil 
of home, freedom, every thing, so he might steep his wandering 
senses in oblivion, and quell the fiery pangs that racked him. 
Many slept, but more babbled through the long chilly night, of for- 
gotten springs and streams, whose mocking mirage, fiarmg fancies 
conjured up m dreams. 

Another morning found us sluggishly crawling towards the top 
of a higher mountain than any we had yet encountered, buoyed 
with the hope of discovering from its summit some landmark that 
might reveal us water. After hours of toil and kbour, we gamed 
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the ascent, where marmurs of reviving animation atole oat from 
lips hitherto sealed with despair. A wide and partiaUy wooded 
expanse of valley, spread out underneath the eye, indicating to those 
best skilled in such evidences, the certain existence of the all- 
engrossing object Pausing to rest, whilst all eyes were busy in 
searching out the most promising localities in which to prosecute 
a discovery, we at length began our descent, in various detach- 
ments, down the rugged and lengthening sides of the mountain. 

It was full noon before the foremost of our men reached the 
bottom, where, having arrived, they dbpersed them in still smaller 
squads through the plain, each roan intent upon his own relief, and 
indifferent to every sentiment or circumstance beside. The largest 
body, led by Cameron, kept their course northwest, whilst the rest, 
without guides, and regardless of destination, sallied off towards 
every point of the compass. In the extremity of our suffering, the 
enemy were entirely forgotten ; or if thought of at all, longed for 
as friends who would bring us relief, rather than as enemies from 
whom we had any thing to dread or endure. Had the valley that 
enclosed us been filled with furious wild beasts, they would scarce 
have obstructed the hunt we were then making for water. The 
evening wore off again, without a solitary sic^nal-smoke being visible 
in anv direction, to tell that our friends had discovered the desired 
relief Scattered at unknown distances from each other, we spent 
another terrible night of lunacy an] torture. Not a track or mark 
showed that the solitude over wmch we rambled had ever before 
been visited by walking, creeping, or winsfed thinffsi 

Six days of unintermitted and fiery toil through these arid and 
rugged wastes had elapsed, since the thirsting lips of an;^ had been 
moistened with a drop of water. The sufierings^of this seventh 
day, as recounted by our men after they were once more united, 
beggar all powers of description. Those slept who could ; and 
others (unsettled in mind), wandered off they knew not where ; 
until picked up by the enemy's cavalry, they were restored to con- 
sciousness by stinted draughts of water, and led or carried to 
camp. Disbanded and dispersed, no resistance was any where 
offered to the foe, nor is it believed that if embodied, our united 
force, emasculated in spirit, and emaciated in body as they weroi 
could have successfully opposed one-half their numbers. Victory, 
too, when obtained, had no allurements to tempt, save one barbarous 
and savage mitigation of our pangs, too horrid to recite. 

Cameron, \^ith about seventy of our skeleton corps, were allured 
into camp at night by the smoke from the Mexican fires, erro- 
neously* supposing them the concerted signals of friends. They 
arrivea within the ambuscade late at night, staggering with weak- 
ness, and being promptly surrounded by superior numbers of the 
enemy, were disarmed and bound on the instant. Tied in paire, 
as fast as they were brought in, they hiy grouped about within the 
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lines, raving, begging, and menacing the Mexican soldiery for 
water. Of this our captors had but a limited supply themselves, 
having brought Jivith them only what their gourds contained, and 
being forbidden by their officers to administer it in any but the 
most sparing quantities. 

We set off at dawn for the Pass Benado, some twelve miles dis- 
tant, where the main body of the Mexican force engaged in pur- 
suit of us, were encamped. Most of our men were compelled to 
ride, and those on foot so feeble as to walk with difficulty and re- 
quire frequent halts. Out of one hundred and eighty who had 
descended into the vallev, about a hundred had been taken, and a 
large body of the enemy^s cavalry were still behind in quest of the 
remainder. 

When we arrived late in the evening at Pass Benado, where the 
enemy's infantry were stationed, our wasted and attenuated forms 
struck horror and compassion into the minds of all who saw us. 
No congre^tion of the newly-risen dead, who had been buried in 
the ragged cerements of the pest-house,( could have inspired such 
mingl^ emotions of surprise and disgust, as did our ghastly and 
tattered crew, AllTialf naked — some barefooted, and others with 
an odd shoe and sandal — legs torn and lacerated by rocks and 
brambles— our hair and beards matted and bushy, shading profiles 
cut down by hunger and suffering to the pallid, pinched, and 
sharpened expression of death— eyes sunk into the very beds of 
their sockets, and sparkling with fitful light, half frenzied, half 
ferocious, inspired doubts with the beholder whether we came 
from the asylum or the churchyard. 

Thirty-four more of our unfortunate fellows joined us that night 
at Benado. As soon q^ taken, they were all searched, robbed, 
bound, and brought to camp. Steeled against every indignity, and 
totally reckless of the future, their constant, increasing, stereotyped 
prayer was for water. The names of our officers, from the leader 
down to the corporals, were carefully noted down, and the victims 
removed to a separate camp, where they were allowed no commu- 
nication whatever with the men. Bound with raw-hide tugs, two 
and two, they were strictly watched through the day, and made at 
*night to lie down in rows, with a strong patrol over theVn, to see 
they did not rise under any pretext Cameron was separately 
guarded, With his hands securely pinioned behind his back. 

On the 25th, we commenced our march, tied in pairs and halting 
at every watering-place we passed. This nectarine beverage was 
now supplied us in greater quantities, and who amongst us that 
partook of its gradually -augmenting doses can ever forget the 
ecstacy with which he quaffed it We also began to swallow 
small morsels of food, which were offered in much greater quanti- 
ties than we either relished or could consume. 

At nearly every ranch where we stopped, straggling parties of 
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our unfortunate friends were brought up, bound and guarded with 
a vigilance wholly thrown away, as none seemed to cnerisH a soli- 
tary sigh for deliverance. From these we obtained intelligence of 
several of our companions who had perished in the mountains. 
During every day*s march, our list of sick was increased, until 
near a third of our numbers were mounted, and such as continued 
on foot were so weak as required the most moderate stages to 
enable them to get on at all. 

Still the apprehensions of our guard seemed to increase, (kr <mU 
stripping our improving strength, till at the ranch San Antonio we 
underwent the solemn farce of having our raw-hide thongs replaced 
by heavy iron handcuffs, used in binding their malefactors, when 
transported from place to place. Unaccustomed as we were to 
smile at any thing, (but the appearance of food and water,) we 
could not repress a general laugh at this gratuitous precaution on 
the part of our gaolers. 

It was not until the 1st of March that we arrived in the suburbs 
of Saltiltio ; where, having halted, we were detained several hours 
under the alleged plea that our commander (General Mexier) was 
behind, and we were awaiting his coming up before entering the 
town. 

This commandant, uniting in his person the offices of Governor 
of the State of Coahuila ai^ general, had that morning received a 
^ despatch from Santa Anna, directing him to butcher us all if re- 
captured ; which he nobly resolved to disobey, and for which he 
was shortly afterwards removed from his civil employment The 
struggle between his obedience and humanity resulted in our being 
marched into town, amidst the greatest rejoicing, and relocked in 
our ancient quarters. 
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'Error in leaving the road explained — Cameron — ^Troops by whom we 
were recaptured — Arrival of our men from the Mountain^^Visit from 
American Wagoners — ^Their deportment and communications to us — 
Five of our sick Baptized — Examination of our Interpreters — Colonel 
Baragan — ^Arrival of ^lard from San Luis — Leave Saltillio — Reach 
the Salado— Order from the Government — Draw for our Lives — Seven- 
teen of our Comrades Executed — ^Their Names — Escape of Shepherd. 

Returning from the Pass de Benado to the Ranch San Antonio, 
we were fully able to appreciate the fatal blunder we had corn- 
nutted in turning off from the Monclova road at this ranch, and 
entering the mountains. From the point beyond the San Antonio 
at which we left the road to Pass Benado is sixty miles, not much 
more than a good day's journey in the plight in which we then 
were. Our circuit through the mountains, which brought us 
within fifteen miles of the pass, occupied us nine days; and the 
Mexican force sent in pursuit of us only reached the pass the day 
before they captured us. By keeping the road, therefore, • we 
should have been more than a week in cSvance of them, had plenty 
of forage for our horses, and provisions and water for ourselves. 
No force was on our direct line of route to resist us, nor could any 
from the towns south of us have gained such certain intelligence 
of our direction as to have in^rcepted our passage to the Rio 
Grande. We should have had it in our power, on nearing the 
Texan frontier, to have mounted every man of the party ; and the 
farmers all dreaded us too much not to facilitate our escape, in lieu 
of rendering any efficient aid in our recapture. 

The unfortunate Cameron is in no degree responsible for the 
error, having repeatedly declared his intention of going to the left 
of Monclova, and being overruled in his purpose of keeping the 
road by the influence of a majority of the captains, backed by the 
dogffed resolution of many of their men. It was fated we should 
be thus devoted, and as heaven willed, it occurred. 

The troops employed in retaking us were estimated at fifteen 
hundred men, being nothing more than militia or minute men, or, 
as they termed themselves, procidialos. Each of these men was 
armed with a hanger, carbine, and lance, and uniformed in leather 
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jerkins and open pantSi with low-crowned wool-hats, ornamented 
with white bands. An enormous guard of this scum kept strict 
watch over our prison, until a regular force could be obtained 
from San Lnb Potosi, to escort us that far on our way to the capital. 
We had also to await the further pleasure of Santa Anna, in re^rd 
to our disposal, his very benevolent design of a general extermina- 
tion having been thwarted by the generosity of Mexier, as before 
related. 

Other small parties of our men continued to arrive from the 
mountains from day to day, sometimes brought in hy couples, and 
at other times in greater numbers. 

On the 9th, Barney Bryant, a prisoner, died, but none of us were 
permitted to witness his interment 

Several American wagoners of Zacatecas called to see us on the 
12th, who informed us, with less sensibility^han they would proba- 
bly ha^e displayed in recounting the loss of a horse, that an order 
had arrived directing every tenfli man of us to be shot The brutes 
seemed to consider it a precious privilege to be first to communi- 
cate the tidings, thinking, no doubt, it would prove a decided miti- 
pfation of the blow to have it come from Anglo-Saxon lips; and 
ciphering out the exact amount of the propitiatory sacrifice, they 
" indulged in a few strictures upon our folly in being recaptured, and 
went away. Of course we put no faith in their assertions, as it 
was uncorroborated by tlie guard, who were ever too delighted in 
harassing us to omit such an opportunity, had it been true. 

Five of our sick were baptized by a Catholic priest, and united 
to the church of Rome. There was no apostasy in the case, none 
of them being previously of any faith at all, and all standing in 
most especial need of some form of sanctification. Broken in 
health; and dejected with their lot, they sought consolation from 
above against their earthly woes, and appealed or hi^h for support 
and strength a^inst sufferings too^great for their physical fortitude. 
Their conversion, whether real or pretended, provoked sneers and 
taunts from their comrades, some of whom could not be brought to 
regard it in any light but a weak attempt to conciliate the Mexicans. 
If so intended, the ruse was unavailing, as, so far as could be dis- 
covered, it produced no amelioration of the hardships of their con- 
dition. 

On the 19th inst, three of our men, who spoke the language 
most correctly, and ordinarily acted as interpreters, A. S. Thurman, 
W. Moore, and John Brennan, were taken from prison, and ex- 
amined under oath with the most rigid strictness, touching all the 
circumstances connected with our charge upon the guard. This 
evidence was intended for a court-martial, which had been ordered 
for the trial of Colonel Baragan, who, we afterwards learned, 'was 
broke, the accusation against him involving not only a charge of 
carelessness, but actual connivance in our escape. Of the truth of 
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the first, we will not pretend to determine; but of the latter, there 
>vas not only no £)undation wbatever in &ct, but not the remotest 
cround for suspicion. Had Barag^n*s men been true to him, but 
few of us would have survived the conflict; whilst double the num* 
ber of his guard would not have deterred our attempt, nor repelled 
our attack, bad they reflected the cowardice of those whom we did 
disperse. Baragan's soldiership was too mixed up with the ele- 
inents of honour .and humanitjr to find favour with the cowardly 
butcher whom be served ; and, in removing him from the service, 
Santa Anna and the vile agents of his work, got rid of an eloquent 
reproach upon their own cruelty and pusillanimity. 

The escort from Potosi havmg arrived at Saltillio on the 21st 
instant, we took up the line of march on the next morning, strongly 
handcu£^ in pairs. Our new guard consisted of two full compa- 
nies of cavalry, and one of infantry ; the whole commanded by 
Colonel Ortis, particularly distinguished for his courage, and also 
esteemed (outside his profession) a man of generosity and bene- 
volence. 

Our route was over the identical road, from Saltillio to the 
Ranch Salado, heretofore described. Three days* severe marching 
brought us to St Salvador, and the fourth day, (Friday the 25th of 
March,) after a journey of twenty miles, we reached the Ranch 
Salado, about three o*clock in the afternoon. This dismal farm-house, 
80 late the scene of our triumphant ^mancipation, was now destined 
to become the theatre of one of Xhe most cowardly and brutal mur- 
ders ever enacted within the precincts of the robber-haunted region 
that surrounds it 

Jaded with the barbarous stages imposed on us in our fettered 
condition, and worn down with the scveritv of our morning's tramp, 
we entered our former quarters (the coural of the ranch), and gladly 
sought repose for our wearied limbs upon the filthy floor of the 
shea that ran round the enclosure. The morning had been clear 
and beautiful, and the noon warm to sultriness; but a few miles 
before we reached the ranch the sky became suddenly overcast, 
and fierce gusts of wind came whistling along the plain, blinding 
us with clouds of sand, and whirling the heavy leathern caps of 
the cavalry from their heads as lightly as though they were chil- 
dren's bonnets. So sudden and violent a transition of the element 
around us would have passed unheeded at any other time or place. 
But occurring on the eve of our return to a spot with which we 
were connected by memories of blood and violence, whose transac- 
tions vague rumour had also associated with some impending atones 
ment, inspired a presentiment c^ approaching evil in the minds of 
most of us. Still there was nothing either m the communications 
or deportment of our guard along me road, to excite the slightest 
suspicion of their design, and by the time we had reached our pen 
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and hnddled under its Bhelter, the tempest began to loll and oar 
apprehensions were departed. 

Btit a few minates had elapsed before a group of Mexican officers 
entered our quarters, and one of them, holding a paper in his hand, 
directed the interpreter to summon us around him, when he pro- 
ceeded to read its contents in Spanish to the assembled prisoners. 
As no second order enforcing the execution of the one from Santa 
Anna commanding our deaths had been received at Saltillio, a hope 
had sprung up amongst many; that some possible clemency might 
be in store for them. A few, therefore, of the more sanguine, 
pushed their way into the circle, and bent their eager eyes on the 
reader, half expecting his communication to be a mandate for our 
release. 

Who can describe the thrill of horror and consternation that 
electrified every heart, when the interpreter, in broken and tremu- 
lous tones, announced it as an order from the supreme government, 
directing every tenth man amongst us to be shot ! the lots to be 
decided on the instant, and the execution to follow immediately. 
So entirely unexpected was this murderous announcement, so atro- 
cious in its character, and so inhuman and indecent in the haste 
of its consummation, that a stupor seemed to pervade the whole 
assembly, not a word escaping from' the lips of any for more than 
a minute. The silence was at length interrupted by the interpreter, 
who, in obedience to his directions, proceeded to inform us further, 
that all had been sentenced to the same fate, but the humane go- 
vernment had been graciously pleased to commute the just claim 
to this decimal exaction. 

A low clatter of the handcufl^ was now heard, as some of the 
most desperate of our fellows essayed to free themselves from their 
shackles. This had been foreseen and provided against. An 
order was promptly given us to fall back within the shed, and the 
doorway and top of the sunken wall bristled with the muzzles of 
muskets presented to enforce it We were helpless as the bound 
victim under the sacrificial knife, and had no alternative but to 
obey. Whilst we were marshalled in an extended file, a Mexican 
subaltern and soldier entered the yard together, bearing a bench 
and earthen crock. The bench was placed before the officer who 
bad communicated the order, and the crock set upon it, con- 
taining one hundred and seventy-four beans, (the number of pri- 
soners present,) amongst which were sevetHeen bltick ones. A 
handkerchief, so folded as to hide the colour of the beans, was then 
thrown over the crock, and a list of our names, taken down when 
we were recaptured, placed in the hands of the interpreter. When 
these funeral preliminaries were completed, the name of our daunt- 
less leader was first called, who, with a step as stately and brow as 
serene as he ever previously wore, stepped forward and drew. 
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£ach name continned to be called in their order on the list, and the 
individaal compelled to draw, until the seventeen black beans were 
taken from the crock. When a bean was drawn, it was handed to 
the officer, and the bowl well shaken before the lottery proceeded. 
As they drew, each per8on*8 name was entered upon another 
memorandum, with the colour of his bean. In many instances the 
doomed victim was enforced to revisit the fatal urn, to allow the 
comrade to whom he was chained to try the issues of life and 
death. 

Appalling as was the first effect of the order, and rapidly and 
voraciously as our self-dug graves yawned around, not a step fal- 
tered, nor a nerve shook, as the sickening ceremonial proceeded. 
Several of the Mexican officers seemed deeply affected, shedding 
tears profusely, and turning their backs upon the murderous spec- 
tacle. Others again leaned forward over the crock, to catch a first 
glimpse of the decree it uttered, as though they had heavy wagers 
upon the result 

Three-fourths of the beans were exhausted before the fatal seven- 
teen were drawn. When the sacrifice was made up, the victims' 
names were called over, their persons scrutinized, and being 
removed outside, their irons were knocked off. A few of us were 
permitted to go out and take a' hasty leave of them. A priest had 
accompanied the march from Saltillio, who was now present to 
offer them extreme absolution; but only two could be prevailed on 
to accept of his intercession. Major Robert Dunham, being impor- 
tuned to confess him to the holy father, repelled the proposition 
with warmth, preferring, like a good Protestant, to shrive himself, 
which he knelt down and did mutely and earnestly. This brave 
and honest man was then solicited by the rest to offer up a prayer 
in their behalf; but, as he was about to comply, he was rudely 
stopped by the officer on duty, who sternly and profanely forbade it. 
As the hour of twilight advanced, two files of infantry, consisting 
of twenty men each, with the whole of the cavalry, escorted the 
doomed party to the eastern wall, selected as the site of their exe- 
cution. Here, being made to kneel down, with their faces to their 
butchers, they were blindfolded and shot, in two parties, succes- 
aively, nine first, and eight soon afterwards. 

Huddled together in the stalls of the coural, the surviving prisoners 
were forced to sit down, and a heavy body of sentinels placed over 
us, with their firelocks cocked and at a present, ordered to shoot 
the first man who should move or speak whilst the execution was 
progressmg. 

Tears forced their way down many a ruggfed cheek, as, silent and 
manacled, we listened to the mournful and plaintive notes of the 
dead march, swelling and sinking on the ear, as the procession 
rounded our prison, to the eastern flank of the ranch. The wall 
against which the condemned were placed, was 80 near us we 
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could distinctly hear every order given, in halting and arranging 
the command for the work of death. The murmured prayers of 
the kneeling men, stole faintly over to us — then came the silence 
that succeeded, more eloquent than sound — then the signal taps of 
* the drum — the rattl6 of the muskets, as they were brought to an 
aim — the sharp burst of the discharge, mingled with the shrill cries 
of anguish and heavy groans of the dying, as soul and body took 
their sudden and bloody leave. 

The names of the victims of this perfidious and most atrgcious 
tragedy, were — Thomas L. Jones, James M. O^rfen, John('#; (.^a$h, 
Patrick MahejL Henry Wh%lif)g,, Major ftobert Dunham, Wiffiam - 
Rowan, Major J. D. Cocke, Robert I|ifrris, James Torfey, J. M. 
Thompson, C. M. Roberts, James Ttlrnbull, E. £. ^ta, Captain 
William M. Eastland, M. C. Wiffg, and James L. Shepherd. 

In counting the corpses the ensuing morning, the body of the 
latter could not be found, and various were the strange surmises 
indulged by the Mexicans and recounted to us in explanation of its 
absence. Dead or alive, the vanished priest had the credit of 
having carried him off; ^r what use, none who asserted it under- 
took to conjecture. Certain it was he was missing, and his myste- 
rious disappearance continued unexplained to any of us for months 
aflerwards. Captain C. Buster and one of his men (Toops) having 
been left in the mountains, managed to elude the Mexican cavalry, 
and succeeded in reaching the ^nks of the Rio Grande, on their 
way to Texas. Here, after all their toils and hardships, their good 
fortune deserted them ; and, being recaptured by the enemy, they 
were brought to Saltillio, where in prison they learned from their 
gaolers the sad particulars of poor Shepherd's fate. 

When kneeling with his unfortunate companions, they received 
the fire of their executioners, all were killed or mortally wound^, 
saye Shepherd. The ball aimed at his head passed along his 
cheek, cutting his face severely, but inflictinfir nothing more 
than a bad fiesh-wound. At the discharge, he fell with the rest of 
his companions forward on his face, and bleeding profusely affected 
to be dead. Here he lay, without motion or apparent animation, 
until the soldiers retired, and, night coming on, immediately es- 
caped to the mountains. Secreting himself by day, and travelling 
by njght, for several weeks, ignorant of the way, and restrained by 
apprehensions of exposure from inquiring, he was at length com- 
pelled, by hunger, thirst, and debility, to surrender himself; and, 
being carried to Saltillio and recognised by his former executioners^ 
was led directly to the public square and shot to death, amidst the 
pitiless exultations of its citizens. 
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CHAPTER XL 

A ijrlance at our murdered companions — ^The Hacienda St. John — Bap- 
tism of moi'e of our men — Their Catholicism — Beauty of the village 
Benado-— Colonel Ortis — San Luis Potosi — Death of five more of our " 
men — Freed from our hand^cuffs — Mexican Felons and Soldiers — San 
Felipe De Lazos — Paintings — San Miguel — Mine of Valenciana— 
Plain of Baxio— Marquis of Joral. 

The next morDine^ as we left the shambles of the Salado, we 
caught a mournful glance of the mangled bodies of our comrades. 
Their stiflTened and unsepulchred bodies, weltering in blood, lay 
where they had fallen ; whilst their rigid countenances, pallid and 
distorted with agony, appealed in death for retribution ontheir 
slayers. And many were the vows of vengeance registered that 
moment against their cowardly assassins ; and fearfully will they 
yet be redeemed, when the hour of atonement rolls round. At the 
ranch we parted company with the infiintry, who returned to Sal- 
tillio ; the infamous miscreants having only been brought thus far 
to perform the butchers' work agreed upon. These were the iden- 
tical heroes whom, with naked hands, we had disarmed and routed 
the morning of our break at this place, and who, smarting under a 
sense of their disgrace, had petitioned for the brutal employment 
just despatched. Should a Texan army ever penetrate to Saltillio, 
Jet the memory of this transaction claim the amplest expiation. 

After a march of forty-two miles, we reached an enormous ha- 
cienda on Sunday evening, called the St. John, equal in the extent 
of its buildings and the area it embraces, to many of the lesser 
villages of Mexico. The territory attached to it, and under culti- 
vation, seemed sufficient to require the labour of a thousand hands, 
and its yield of a single year more than adequate to the wishes of 
ordinary cupidity. Our quarters for the night were unusually com- 
fortable, and our rations sumptuous in comparison with the cus- 
tomary fare allotted us. In the morning, afler being paraded for 
the march, we were kept waiting for near three hours until the 
ceremony of baptism was performed upon four other of our men. 
The dissemination of Catholicism amongst our fellows seemed the 
more difficult ta account for on any rational grounds, as not a soul 
of them had beard but a solitary mass in the country, and not a 
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word of that intelligible to more than three out of the entire num- 
ber. The converts; however, seemed extremely sanctimonious and 
devout after the ceremony, preserving as profound a silence, touch- 
ing the mysteries of their new &ith, as entered apprentices of 
Masonry. 

His reverence the padre was allowed but little time to enlighten 
them in the doctrines of his venerable creed, and mo6tj)robably 
their imperfect acquaintance with them, sealed their lips in 
decorous taciturnity. 

Our route continued to the southward, travelling from twenty 
to thirty miles a day, and passing on the way many large and well- 
built ranches, surrounded by fertile plantations of cotton, maguey, 
corn, and wheat, that gave an aspect of plenty and opulence to the 
country. At one of these farms at which we stopped for the night, 
called La Guna, (owned or managed by a Frenchman) a prisoner, 
(S. M'Clellan), died of pleurisy. The succeeding day, (the Slst 
of March,) we entered the village Benado, where we were re- 
ceived with becoming humanity, and lodged in commodious and 
agreeable quarters. 

Here our commander. Colonel Ortis, had promised us we should 
rest a day, in virtue of which we had borne without repining 
several previous long and irksome marches. We arrived early in 
the afternoon of Saturday, and after enioying the refreshment of a 
good and substantial dinner, were conducted by the guard to the 
nearest suburbs, where, in a beautiful stream that bisects the 
town, we were allowed the luxury of a bath. As far as the eye 
could reach, above and below the village, the banks of the little 
rivulet were enamelled with gardens and orchards, robed in bloom, 
and breathing the fragrance of every fruit and flower, that meet in 
emulous rivalry from north and south, on this edge of the tropica 

Whilst some of these trees, had barely open^ their young and 
aromatic blossoms, the boughs of others were loaded with ripened 
and luscious harvests, that glittered in hues of gold and purple, as 
they basked them in the rauiance of an April sun. The coffee and 
nopal tree mingled their contrasted foliage in avenues between, 
and thickets of roses, of every dye and perfume, wept on the 
bosom, or smiled over the surface, of th^ liquid mirror below. It 
was an evening of sunshine, love, and beauty. From%ehind a 
little promontory, scarce a pistol-shot from where we bathed, 
pavilioned to the very lip of the wave with densest foliage, came 
the bird-voices of joyous girls, disporting their Naiad forms in the 
cool element, whilst clusters of children from the opposing bank, 
re-echoed their mirthful shouts and pantomimed their antics with 
cleesome mimicry. Flame- feathered birds, and velvet butterflies, 
darted from spray to spray midst the shrubbery, and choirs of ex- 
ulting insects floated through the scented air, or hymned ^heir 
tiny strains from leaf and flower. The magic of a golden sunset 
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flang its splendonr over all, as ^e resumed our chains and ? est- 
ments, and filed off towards the prison. 

Colonel Ortis» though a rigid martinet, and inflexible in all that 
appertained to the interests of the eervice, manifested the greatest 
kindness and benevolence to us, in every thing that he considered 
compatible with his duties. Whilst on the march, we had occasion 
to remark the delicacy of his humanity, in guardinj? us from every 
insult from the people or the soldiers, refraining ^ora all painful 
exhibitions of us in the towns and haciendas through which we 
passed, and enforcing the most comfortable quarters and rations to 
be procured, wherever we stopped. Instead of surrounding us 
with his cavalry upon the road, subjecting us to the intolerable 
annoyance of the dust which they raised, he disposed them in- 
variably in our rear, preferring himself and the guard shook! be 
incommoded, sooner than add unnecessarily to our inconveniences. 
Our sick were also carefully provided for, riding on the way, and 
furnished with every practicable comfort when arrived at quarters. 
It is true, to be sure, the distances heretofore assigned us to 
accomplish in a single march, (ironed as we were,) seemed onrea* 
Bonable; but they were usual for the Mexican inlantry, and appeared 
in his eyes but pleasant promenades to Texan endurance and hardi- 
hood. In executing the bloody edict of Santa Anna at the Salado, 
he but acted in obedience to the mandate of his superiors, and 
palliated his unavoidable agency in the ruthless deed, by withhold- 
ing his presence from any part of the spectacle. He was a Bis- 
cayan by descent, and ranked high in his profession for courage 
and accomplishments. 

Four days of moderate marching brought us, through a rich and 
populous region, to the renowned city of San Luis Potosi, the 
capita] of the state and intendancy of that name. This city, the 
largest we had yet encountered in Mexico, stands in a plain of 
luxuriant herbage, interspersed with fields and gardens, over which 
the cupolas and tapering spires of its numerous churches are 
visible for a great distance. The town itself was formerly noted 
for the beauty and durability of its buildings, though age and the 
decline of its wealth and trade have made serious alterations in 
its ancient splendour. Its convents and cathedrals, barracks, 
prisons, mint, and governor's palace, exhibit a painful contrast in 
their massive and still elegant exteriors, with the bw and dusky 
houses of the suburbs, built of unbaked brick, and covered with 
soiled and dirty cement Both together have been computed to 
contain a population of seventy thousand souls, which though re- 
duced, may still be estimated at near fifly thousand. 

The inhabitants of this city and state enioy a better reputation 
for industry and manufacturing enterprise, than most of their coun- 
trymen, and supply the states of Zacatecas, Leon, Coahuila, and 
Durango, with clothing, hats, shoes, and other productions of their 
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skill. Its 8\)vcr mines of Catorce, <juada]cazar, and Charcas, are 
amongst the richest in Mexico; t5e former surp^i^mg in the purity 
and abundance of its ore, any mines of the republic, except those 
of Guanahuata. 

The prison in which we were lodged, was an unfinished room of 
the hospital, one hundred feet in length, and near thirty in breadth. 
Here we were freed from our handcuffs, which we had worn for 
more than a month, and supplied with a plenty and good quality 
of food, whose excellence and abundance were more eloquent than 
volumes, in praise of the famous markets of San Luis. Our sick 
were likewise provided with places in the hospital, where, notwith- 
standing the^ received the best attention .and nursing it afforded, 
five of them died after arriving. Their names were Beard, Cauf- 
man, Rockfeller, Halderman, and Hill. Four of our men whom we 
left at the Salado, were also found here in the hospital. 

We left San Luis on the 10th inst, with an accession to our 
captive numbers of near three hundred convicts, condemned for 
various offences by their laws to serve in the army, for periods 
graduated to the enormity of their crimes. The Mexicans have 
neither galleys nor penitentiaries in which to confine and punish 
their felons; so that whenever the crime of the transgressor falls 
below capital punishment, he is condemned to the disgrace and 
peril of that service, which is every where else esteemed an honour 
and privilege to embrace. To the Mexican felon it is an ignominy 
and a dread ; the uniform of his country a badge, of his past turpi- 
tude ; and the support of its renown, and defence of its soil and 
rights, a compulsory and loathsome task. Of such material is one 
half of its regular soldiery composed, and here is a key at once to 
their shameful cowardice, and brutal instincts. Their pay is nomi- 
' nally twelve dollars per month, exclusive of rations, uniform, and 
equipments. But only a fraction of this is paid them, the balance 
being commuted of withheld; leaving the government at no greater 
cost for their maintenance than would be required for their support 
in jail. Such sentiments as a love of glory, or sense of honour, 
amongst them, is seldom or never found, being animated by no 
stronger attachment to their service than the opportunity it af- 
fords them to pillage and thieve with impunity. Many of their 
lieutenants are younger than the youngest cadet at West Point; 
and captains and colonels may be found still in their minority. 

The best of their troops, and the balance of their army, are re- 
cruited in a manner as little creditable to the national justice, as 
these general jail deliveries are to the national defence. 

A sergeant, with a band of trusty fellows, goes into the fields 
or Indian villages, and selecting the youngest and ablest-bodied 
labourers, commands them by the authority with which he is em- 
powered, to follow him. If they obey, so much the better, but if 
they resist or attempt to escape, they are lassoed oh the spot, bound 
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in pairs, and marched off without further ceremony to the nearest 
barracks. After being drilled until they acquire a knowledge of 
the manual and ordinary routine of duty, they are uniformed, and 
enticed by trifling bounties to enlist for various terms of service, 
from two to ten and fifteen years. Against such impressment there 
is no appeal ; desertion in time of peace being punished with cruel 
floggings, and in time of war, invariably with death. 

This rascally addition to our force, and the removal of our irons, 
induced the augmentation of our guard, by a strong, body of in- 
fantry ; and they, with our previous escort, the cavalry, continued 
under the command of Colonel Ortis, who accompanied us at the 
special solicitation of our officers, deputed to act in all matters of 
genera] interest for the prisoners 

We continued south through cultivated and beautiful districts, 
marching sometimes twenty, and at others thirty miles a day, and 
stopping for the night alternately at large haciendas, or in villages 
and towns. When informed or the population of many of these 
groups of hovels we passed, it was impossible to credit the amount 
of souls ascribed to them, unless we had personally seen the swarms 
they poured out, to reciprocate our inspection. Each kennel seemed 
to contain a score of inmates, and each larger building its scores. 

In approaching San Felipe, said to contain fifteen thousand inha- 
bitants, the extensive level plains over which we journeyed were 
being watered from numerous wells sunk in the fields ; the water 
drawn up by the labourers with sweeps, and scattered over the 
surface by means of troughs. 

At De Lazos, a beautiful and well-built village, with a church 
in the square whose architecture would adorn the largest city, we 
were quartered in a meson, or hotel, containing numerous paint- 
ings illustrative of Mexican history, and some of them very credita- 
ble productions of art They were represented as the achievements 
of a young Italian, who flying the country to escape punishment 
for some crime, left them to the confiscation that chance might 
devote them to. The violation of law must have been a most 
heinous one, to have induced his precipitate and desperate abandon- 
ment of a people his brush had so unscrupulously flattered. 

On the 16th, we reached San Miguel, one of the most picturesque 
towns of Guanaxuato, the smallest, but the most densely populated 
of the Mexican states. The great mammoth silver mine of this 
state, Valenciana, is reported to have yielded in thirty-seven years 
165,000,000 of dollars. For many years its produce has conside- 
rably declined, the revolution and subsequent disorders of the 
country having interrupted its f>perations to such a degree as to 
require enormous expenditures for drainage and repairs of the 
works. 

San Miguel is the most southeastern of a number of villages that, 
stud the plain of Baxio, a fertile and* productive table-land, cele- 
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brated as the site od which were enacted some of the most memo-^ 
rable tragedies of the revolution. It has several manu factories of 
cotton and wool, amongst the latter of whkh are made the finest 
and most ornamental blankets worn by the Mexicans* 

In the northwestern part of Guanaxuato lie the hereditary pos- ^ 
sessions of the opulent house of Joral. The lordly proprietor of 
these princely domains was supposed able, at the breaking out of 
"the revolution, to mount fifty thousand cavalry from the het^s of 
horses that roamed his extensive pastures, and support them with- 
out difficulty for a twelvemonth with the marketable stock from 
his countless droves of cattle. His connected domain was reputed 
to embrace ten thousand square miles, and his shepherds, herds- 
men, husbandmen, and tenantry, to reach to twice that mimber of 
persons. 



CHAPTER XU. 

Deserted Monastery — Queretaro — Convent of Santa Clara — Aqueduct — 
Major Murray — Tula — Reverence of Convicts for Religious Houses — 
Wetoke — Strange Coincidences — Captain Cameron — His Execution 
and Character — Arrival at Santiago — View of Mexico — Visit from 
Foreigners — Proposition from Grovernor — Indignation of Prisoners"^ 
American Minister — His advice adopted — New Uniforms. 

^ TwENTT-EioHT milcs firom San Miguel, we quartered at night 
in the chapel of a deserted monastery. Though long unused, it 
was but little dilapidated, bearing none of those evidences of wanton 
violence that mark the desecration of these monastic asylums in 
other lands, where war or civil strife have expelled their inmates. 
How various or bow unholy soever had been its occupants, since 
the removal of the saintly brotherhood, a reverential regard for its ^ 
ancient usages seemed to have preserved even the most fragile por- 
tions of the building firora all destruction but that which time and 
neglect had wrought 

An easy march on the following day brought us to Queretaro, 
the capital of the little state of that name, west of Vera Cruz, and 
one hundred and twenty-five miles from the point of ourtiestination. 
This city is nearly, if not quite, a* large as San Luis Potosi, more 
beautiful in its site, and far more modern and chaste in the style of 
its construction. The houses are elegantly and commodiously 
built, and the streets, wide, with good side^walks, intersect each 
other at right angles, terminliting in the thr.ee largest and principal 
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squares of the town. The magnificence of its churches and con- 
vents excite universal admiration, the largest of the latter (Santa 
Clara) being said to embrace an area of twelve thousand feet in 
circumference. But its most imposing feature is its ten miles 
length of aqueduct, whose massive and lofly arches, built of enor- 
mous blocks of stone, transported from a distance, must have cost 
millions of treasure to erect. 

At San- Juan, a small village beyond, Major Murray joined us, 
having been left here sick in the hospital; and we in turn left a 
man (Martin) extremely ill, who died shortly after our departure. 
Fifty miles farther on we rested at Tula, a diminutive village, situ- 
ated in a low flat valley, where we met and were delivered over to 
the guard despatched to escort us to Mexico. Here we were quar- 
•tered in consecrated lodgings again, occupying the upper portico of 
an old church, whilst our comrades, the convicts, appropriated the 
.lower one. These fellows, many of thjem of the most sinister and 
■desperate expression of countenance, tramed to plunder and assas- 
sination from infancy, and who would pillage a shrine, when at 
large, as unscrupulously as they would a shop, seemed struck with 
a solemn and dreadful remorse for their sins, whenever brought 
within the precinct^^of a building that had been .dedicated to holy 
uses. Impenitent and jovial on the road, they cheered their confine- 
ment at hacienda, meson, or in prison, with songs and jests and 
I games, but brought within the influence of stone and mortar sane- 
^ tified by the exercises of religion, a superstitious awe seemed to 
possess their inmost souls, and aves and penitential prayers took the 
' place of their reckless jollity. A mile from the church next morn- 
ing, the spell was dissipated, and the redemptionless felons were 
themselves again. 

Sunday, the 24th of April, we reached Huitoke, another incon- 
siderable village, where comfortable quarters and an ample supply 
of provisions were assigned us. As we approached this place in 
the evening, we endur^ a sudden caprice of the weather, followed 
by a storm of wind and rain, as instantaneous and furious as that 
which heralded our fatal return to the Salado. We may, therefore, 
be pardoned the weakness of noting them, in consideration of the 
extraordinary coincidences that succeeded their strange and unex- 
pected occurrence. A month precisely had intervened since a 
similar explosion of the elements had knelled the bloody decima- 
tion of our little band ; and the unsuspecting victim of another and 
as pitiless a murder, was now the. first to confess his forebodings of 
impending doom. 

The ill-starred Cameron, ^ho had already shared the risks of the 
cruel and perilous lottery at the Salado, was awakened here at a 
late hour of the night from the pallet on which he slept, and being 
hurried half naked into a distant room, was unceremoniously in- 
formed he^as to be shot next morning, without any explanation 
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bein^ as^ned him* His irons were replaced, and a strong guard 
set over him to intercept all commonication with his comrades 
ft-om without. The indignant marmurs of our men at this double 
perfidy and brutality, broke out next morning when paraded for 
the march, notwithstanding the gratuitous assurance from the 
, Mexican officers that this was the last victim demanded. Despe- 
rate suggestions were whispered of a rescue; and the Mexican 
commander, apprehending the worst the dastardly deed deserved, 
pushed on with us, leaving Cameron in the hands of his assassins. 
The execution took place some hours after we left, nor were we 
ever able to learn any precise particulars of his death. 

Thus perished, in the zenith of his manly vigour. Captain Ewen 
Cameron, a brave, noble and accomplished soldier and gentleman ; 
as distinguished for all the virtues and humanities that adorn lifsi 
as he was the pride and idol of his comrades and acquaintances. 
A Scotchman by birth, and lineally descended from the warlike 
Highland clan whose name he bore, his magnanimous enterprise 
and sacrifices in the cause of freedom, will endear and preserve 
his memory as fondly amongst the gallant race from whom he 
sprung, as it will ever be cherished by that people in whose service 
he fell. Gentle, social, and loyal, he was the counterpart of that 
heroic Lochiel, whose romantic sensibility and generous devotion 
to the hapless house of Stuart, has been so faithfully and beauti- 
fully illustrated by the Wizard of Fiction and the Bard of Hope. 

On Tuesday the 26th instant, just four months from the day on 
which we had surrendered at Mier, we entered the convent and 
prison of Santiago, situated near the northern environs of the 
Mexican dapital. Tattered, squalid, and worn down by fatigue, 
sick at heart' and despondent in hope, our sufferings and despair 
were alike forgotten, as we gazed with astonishment and admira- 
tion from out the valley we were traversing, upon this Rome of the 
new world, this model city of the universe. The domes and pin- 
nacles of its churches, the turrets of its prisons and palaces — the 
massive walls of its convents and monastic edifices — draperied in 
the crimson hues of sunset, and mellowed by the purple shadows 
of the tall mountains around, gave it a look of dreamy enchantment, 
that filled us with emotions of joy and wonder. It was n6t until 
the portals of our prison had swallowed us up, man by man, that 
we ceased our fascinated inspection of the splendid panorama. 

For near a week following our arrival at Santiago, great numbers 
of foreigners resident in the capital, come out to visit us. English, 
Germans, French, and Americans, seemed equally eager to hear 
the sad history of our disasters, and on their return to the city, 
transmitted us considerable supplies of clothing. Here we found 
the three boys whom Ampudia liad detained in Matamoras, having 
. cast them in prison there, upon intelligence of our break at the 
Saiado, and shortly after sent them to Mexico. Ode of them, 
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thirteen years old, (John Hill,) a brave and handsome little fellow, 
was afterwards liberated by Santa Anna, who has since charged 
himself with his education, and has hira now at school in Mexico. 

Through the partiality he is said to enjoy with the usurper, his 
brother and father (who likewise belonged to the expedition^ were 
successively released, and money provided them with wnich to 
reach home. He frequently visited us in our confinement, ex- 
pressing the keenest solicitude for our welfare, and the most 
earnest hopes of our speedy deliverance. This was the boy whom 
the newspaper accounts of the battle of Mier represent to have 
killed seventeen Mexicans. He behaved with the gallantry of a 
veteran throughout that bloody fight, and we dare say, from the 
deliberation and the frequency of his shots, must have added 
largely to the enemy's loss. Here also we found a portion of our 
wounded, who had been left in Mier, and were no little amused at 
the many promotions they reported to have been bestowed on the 
Mexican officers engaged in that afiair. These were doubtlessly 
contrived by the coxcombry of Ampudia, to swell to its greatest 
distention, the eclat of this, his first, last, and only tripmph. 

Lieutenant Crittenden, whom we had left amongst the sick at 
Matamoras, had been liberated before our arrival ; and Mr. O. G. 
Phelps, (by whose father Santa Anna had been kindly treated in 
Texas,) was sent for and immediately presented with his freedom. 

We were extremely well fed and cared for in this old convent, 
and rapidly recruiting our health and fiesh under its humane dis- 
cipline ; when, some ten days after arriving, our acfreeable respite 
was interrupted by a visit from the governor. Phis dignitary. 

Colonel , a morose, ill-favoured Cerberus, as ever turned bolt 

upon prisoner, came in and informed us, with an air and tone of the 
most touching philanthropy, he was having us all good comforXable 
clothes made. For these, when completed, so that we could make 
an unexceptionable appearance outside, his generous but indigent 
l^overnment expected we would perform some unspecified labour 
m return. 

Beginning to fatten on the government larder, and our pride and 
spirits having revived with the general improvement of our habits, 
the proposition of the governor, notwithstanding it was couched in 
the most diplomatic terms, and delivered with insinuating address, 
was received with universal scorn and indignation. The interpreter 
was directed to inform this official of the supreme government, 
that the u^gesof all civilized and enlightened nations, ancient and 
modern, were strictly opposed to enforcing prisoners of war to 
any kind or degree of labour whatever; that the most solemn 
and exact guarantees against such degrading treatment had been 
demanded and ^iven before our surrender ; and that, sooner than 
submit to the imposition, we would prefer repeated decimations. 
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until not enough of our band were left to cook the daily dinner 
allowed us. 

This spirited protest, enforced by clenched fists and knit brows, 
was followed up by the unanimous passage of a resolution, decla- 
ratory of a determination neither to accept the clothes, nor engage 
in labour of any kind. The clothes were denounced as a specious 
bribe, by which to purchase our acquiescence in a gross infringe- 
ment of the laws of civilized war ; and both were sternly repu- 
diated on the spot. The governor, mute with consternation at our 
ingratitude and injustice towards his benevolent but penniless 
government, departed and left us to the soothing influence of a 
night's reflection. AAer his retirement, the discussion continued, 
when it was discovered there was a strong clothes party sprung up 
amongst the more ragged of our fellows, who, however unanimous 
against the working proposition, were as unanimously inclined to 
spare the sensibilities of the government, and accept the vestments. 
By and by this faction increased, until a considerable majority 
appeared on ballot favourable to renewing the outward roan, but as 
resolute as ev^r against the requirement to soil their new plumage 
with work. 

Meanwhile the governor had communicated with his superiors 
in the city, and the afiair getting wind, we were honoured next 
morning by a troop of friendly visiters, amongst whom came the 
American minister. Their united counsel to us was, to submit to 
the decision of the authorities, in both their propositions ; and this 
advice they enforced with such a show of friendly and rational 
argument, as more than half reconciled us to their suggestions. 
They had barely retired, before our interpreter was summoned to 
the presence of the inflexible governor. Being shown the gar- 
ments which were arrived, he was instructed to apprise us, that if 
we did not receive them willingly, they would be tried on us at 
the point of the bayonet This was closing the door to all farther 
controversy, and we accordingly desired the wardrobe to be sent in. 

And gay^and jaunty uniforms they proved. To each man was 
present^ a jacket and trousers of coarse flannel, with longitudinal 
stripes of alternate red and green, running up and down a ground 
of the same ; a coarse domestic shirt with, sandals to match, com- 
pleted these turnpike regimentals ; and roars of laughter and many 
a merry jest on government and each other, shook the old corridors 
of the prison as we accoutred us in the motley gear. When fully 
equipped, it would have puzzled Shakspeare's Uintastic moralizer, 
the witty Lucio, to decide whether our dress bespoke the foppery 
of freedom^ or the morality of imprisonment. 
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BOOK IV: 



CHAPTER XIIL 

Leate Santiago for Tacubaya — Santa Anna's country palao»— ffii 
guards — Our superintendent — Employment— Behaviour of the men— 
Change of overseers — Stratagems to avoid work— Flogging prisoners 
— Change of superintendents — Visiters and equipages-^Salute to 
Santa ioma— >His cowardiee at Velasca 

In our holiday suits we emerged next morning irom the convent, 
and when paraded, received the arras selected as to wield in the 
service of the' Mexican government These consisted of wooden 
shovels of the rudest manufacture, crowbars, picks, and a coarse 
grass-sack each, capable of containing about fifty pounds, with raw- 
hide straps at the mouth by which to carry them. Thus equipped, 
and escorted by a strong body of cavalry, we were taken through 
the suburbs of the city in a westerly direction ; crowds of lazzaroni« 
and half-naked women and children, following and cheering us at 
every* step. We were fettered befbre leaving the prison, two and 
two, our chains being about ten feet long, and weighing some 
twenty pounds. Each end of the chain was confined to the nearest 
ankle of the men, and suspended when walking firom an iron hook, 
depending from a belt round the waist 

After zigzagging through byways and over highways for six 
miles through the valley, we reached the country palace of Santa 
Anna, at Tacubaya, destined as the scene of our future labours. 
This fkvourite residence of the Dictator is a large twoH9tory stone 
edifice, built in the prevailing fashion of the country, and situated 
on a gentle eminence, above the village we have mentioned* It 
commands a most beautifhl prospect of meadows, orchards, gardens, 
and shrubberies, in all directions around. A rough road of irregular 
descent leads from the palace to the town ; and houses on either 
side the way, connected by extended stone walls, run up to the 
very foot of the ascent on which the palace stands. A few miles 
ikrther west, rise the wooded and bfty moontains that circuit the 
. vall^; and dotting the plain, north, east, and south, are little ham» 
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lets and villas, chapels, mills, manuikctories, and ruins, that lend the 
landscape the most exquisite features of the picturesque. Two full 
regiments of cavalry, and the same number of infantry, were quar- 
tered at short distances from each other in the plain below; whilst 
a life-guard of two companies are stationed in and about the palace, 
mounting guard over this republican president day and night. 

On our arrival, a youthful cavalier, superbly mounted and uni- 
fcHrmed, announced himself as Captain , who had been 

honoured with the appointment of superintending our operations. 
He spoke French as fluently as Spanish, and expressed himself in 
a mixed jargon of both languages, as desirous of treating us with 
the utmost humanity, and exacting as moderate a degree of labour 
from us as the exigencies of the public service would admit of. 
We were quite charmed with the very liberal and elevated senti- 
ments of our superintendent, and assured him, in turn, of the per- 
sonal happiness it would afford us to do every thing in our power 
to carry out his magnanimous intentions respecting our comfort. 
Iq token of the very familiar footing upon which his frankness and 
generosity had placed us, various particular inquiries were ad- 
dressed him in English, as to the health of his parents, and their 
consciousness of his whereabouts ; and one more sportive gentle- 
man of the chain-gang took the liberty to furtively assail his 
courser in the rear with a pebble, that caused hiif) to rear and 
prance in the ^oiost entertaining aianner. Whilst engaged in 
curbing his restive horse, many were. the entreaties addressed him 
to trade, shovels, picks, and chains, being held up in the noost 
tempting array,' in offer for his horse. 

Upon his retiring, we were trotted off to an old church, in the 
last stages of decay, cme of its rooms having been fitted for our 
reception ; but our guard, relishing these quarters as, little as our- 
selves, prevailed on the superintendent to change them next day, 
and we were removed to a deserted powder-mill, much better 
adapted to our entertainment than the church. Here, after arrang- 
ing our quarters and depositing our baggage, which consisted of old 
toggery smuggled from Santiago in the sacks, we were taken out 
to the ix>ad between the palace i^d town, whose grading and paving 
we were to be employed upon. Our good-natur^ overseer^ to give 
us an overwhelming proof of his forgiveness and continued regard, 
selected our own officers as his deputies, and having explained the 
inclination of the grade, the width, and mode of construction to 
be observed in making the road, galloped away and left us 
alone to the task. Some twelve or fifteen of our more obliging^ 
comrades set to work in good earnest, digging and toiling as 
though they were to be rewarded for their drudgery by- krge 
shares of the stock, and have the management and control of the 
future pike in their own hands. The balance of us very coolly 
retired to the shelter of an umbrageous ash close by, under whose 
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spreading foliage we spent the remainder of the day in inglorious 
repose. It was in vain our officers remonstrated, entreated, and 
reasoned, we continued our loll for weeks, sleeping and gossiping 
of home and friends, or engaged in elaborate and curious calcula- 
tions of the enormous lapse of time required to finish the stu- 
pendous work assigned us. When the superintendent in person 
denounced the slow progress of the road, an additional force was 
detailed from the voluptuous shades of the ash to forward the im- 
provement, and the remainder, after several minutes' digging, 
retreated exhausted to their shelter again. 

Of course this slate of things was not expected to last always, 
nor did it Our purpose was to resent the indignity aimed at us, 
by labouring as little and as profitlessly as we could possibly con- 
trive, without coming to an open breach with our task-masters. 
Our convict garbs, our chains, and the vile toil to which we were 
daily driven, were appreciated in the light which they were in- 
tended, and most of us were determined to thwart the tyrant as far 
as we might, without incurring a discharge from the carbines of his 
guard. These last seemed to trouble themselves as little as prac- 
ticable with us or our plans. They marched us to work in the 
morning, leaving a sentry or two to see we did not wander off, and 
retired to their parade-grounds ; returned at noon and sunset for 
ns, and being quart^recT in the rooms below, kept vigilant guard 
over our prison till the ensuing day. Our quarters were near a 
mile and a half from the place of labour, and as we breakfasted at 
six o'clock, returned to dinner at twelve, and supper again at five, 
it may be supposed little time was left to work) were we disposed 
80 to appropriate it. Our fare here was as villanous as a parsimo- 
nious commissary and filthy cook could make it In the morning, 
we received a pint of what the Mexicans called atola, whiclf ' is 
nothing more than corn gruel, sweetened with a little sugar; at 
dinner we had a pint of soup, sometimes beans, and seven ounces 
of poor gluey beef, oftentimes spoiled, with a six ounce loaf of 
coarse brown bread. Our supper was a second and unimproved 
edition of break&st 

Some weeks of this jovial life having elapsed, and but a few rods 
of the road completed, our officers were broke and degraded to the 
ranks, to make way for a set of ferocious brute iconvicts brought 
from Santiago. These were entrusted with our superintendence, 
and authorized to exact full labour of us. Armed with cudgels, 
and supported by a score of soldiers, they commenced business with 
a briskness that would have macadamized all Mexico in a twelve- 
month, could it have been kept up. Selecting one or two of the 
weaker men, by way of warning to the rest, they undertook to use 
their bludgeons on them, and were only prevented from crippling or 
murdering their victims by the joint interference of the soldiers and 
prisoners. Several of these rows came ofl^, which had liked to have 
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proved Befious, had not our d^mot flouriBh of picks and stones inti- 
nidated soldiers and convicts alilte from proceedingr to extremities 
in their punishments. It was suflScientW demonstrated, however, 
tha(t we could no longer repudiate our tasks with impunity, and we 
accordingly adopt^ a change of tactics, yielding a seeming com- 
pliance with their demands, hut in reality labouring no more, or 
effectively, than before. 

The road was to be first graded, leaving it raised in the<;entre, 
and curbed on either edge. It was then to be covered with a layer 
of large pebbles, upon which was put one of finer, and the wliole 

nnd^ hard with heavy mauls. These stones we were to pack 
a the bed of a little creek, about a mile distant, in the sacks we 
brought from the convent All the time that could possibly be 
wasted, in going to or returning from the creek, was dissipated by 
•low walkings frequent rests, and the most deliberate filling of the 
bags that ever miser observed in putting away his hoards. After 
a sack was sufficiently filled to accommodate the load to the 
bearer's comlbrty stumbles and fiiUs were resorted to, to reduce the 
contents, until scarce ten pounds of the deposit arrived in safety. 
Holes were slit in the sacks, that freed the imprisoned pebbles at 
every step on the way ; and brawnv fellows, who never had an 
hours sickness in their lives^ would drop down in a fit, and require 
some ten of their comrades several hours to get them to quarters. 
About sixty men were employed on this branch of road-making, 
and their daily transportation of material did not amount at night 
to as much as a spavined pony could draw in a porter's hand-cart. 

The diggii^ department was very little, if any better carried on. 
Tools were hid, lost, broken* sold, or given away, every time the 
eyes of our overseers were off us, and nearly as much work de- 
frayed as was finished. More than half our fellows were at one 
lime in the hospital, some of them truly sick, but the most labour- 
ing under diseases so complicated as to defy the comprehension of 
any faculty on earth, and baffle every remedy prescribed them. At 
the end ii two months, about one hundred yards of road were 
finished, and some patches of old pavement repaired, which should 
liot have required the force employed above ten days at the 
ftrthest - 

At the expiration of this time, Colonel — , was directed by 
Santa Anna, to institute an examination into matters, and see if he 
could not fall vpoQ some plan whereby to bring about an improve- 
ment This officer aflected the most profound indignation at the 
quality of the fixxl which had been supplied us. He promptly sup- 
pressed the atola, substituting cdiee twice a day in its stead, and 
HUmisbed us fiirther with good fresh beef, allowing us Texan 
cooks in lieu of his dirty countrymen, who had heretofore prepared 
our meal& He moreover acquainted us, that he was confided by 
the president with every thing appertaining to our employment. 
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government, and subsistence, and that whilst we should be scru- 
pulously well-cared for in the future, he expected in return a 
greater amount of work. 

This was a substantial change for the better, and all seemed 
more or less inclined to set-to and execute the task with becoming 
despatch. As a farther reward of diligence, the chains of the 
most faithful labourers ^ere taken off, until, one by one, in three 
weeks' time, nearly the whole gang were relieved of their shackles. 
The work progressed with amazing rapidity, asses and carts being 
employed to transport the sand and gravel, mstead of men. Colon^ 
Rangel in the mean time presided over us with the most vigilant 
and exact justice. Whenever a priisoner was detected dodging his 
labour, he was immediately decorated with a pair of anklets and 
guard-chains, until, before the road was completed, many of the 
emancipated were rebound, preferring mild employment in irons, to 
more active labour without them. 

This retreat of the Dictator was the frequent resort of the most 
• opulent and distinguished families of the capital. Superb equipages 
were daily arriving and departing, of every style and model, from 
the quaint old Spanish coach, loaded with carving and gilding, 
and drawn by three spans of mules, bestridden by postilions, to the 
more chaste and elegant English carriage^ plain in colour and con* 
fltruction, and with horses whose plight reflected the highest 
credit on granaries and grooms. Cavaliers splendidly mounted, 
with saddles and bridles richly embossed and ornamented, attired 
in open embroidered breeches of velvet or coloured leather, 
adorned with buttons, tassels, and lace ; whilst over their rounda- 
bouts of fancy-coloured woollen or cotton cloth, were worn cloaks 
of velvet, often stiff with gold or silver. 

Mexican love of pomp and splendour has but two mediums of 
external display, and these are in riding, and religious festivals^ 
We seldom saw the Dictator, who kept himself entirely secluded 
from all but his visiters and guards, rarely going into the city^ 
being content with airing himself on the terrace of his fortress. 
When he did pass us, it was in a sreat coach drawn by six mules, 
.and surrounded by several hundred cavalry, without whom he 
never ventured out. On these occasions, we were duly apprised 
of his coming, and, being formed on each side of the way, by our 
punctilious superintendent, exchanged spade and pick-axe saluta- 
tions with him, in return for an inclination from his presidential 
head. We were the more r^dily reconciled to this enforced cour- 
tesy towards him by the recollection of his own obsequiousness 
whilst a prisoner at Velasco, where, on coming ashore from the 
Invincible, such was his difead of popular frenzy, the coward took 
the Texan flag from the stern of the commodore's gig, and waved 
it to the Texans on the beacb, in deprecation of their apprehended 
resentment. 

S* 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

StBta Aoiw'i penooij appearance— Sketch of hit hiatorj— Pkaikm fcNr 
Cock-fighting. 

Sarta Aiiiia*8 persoml appearance is such as would oommand 
attention and scrutiny from the most careless observer at any time 
or place he might a]^)ear. His height is a little bek>w six feet, 
and his proportions and bearing graceful and soldierly. His fea- 
tures are all those of a man of decided talent and character; mouth, 
eyes, brow, and nose, prominently expressiye of the capacity of their 
possessor for the highest parts in any drama of life in which cb*- 
cumstances might c&t him. In camp or field he is the imperious, 
unsympathizing embodiment of action and authority ; in society 
and dif^macy he is represented as distinguished ror the refine- 
nent and insmuation of his address. Though greatly surpassing 
any living Mexican in the leading qualities that eonstitute an able 
and successful commander, his personal intrejHdity was ever ques- 
tioned, and is now at a consideraUe discount His exorbitant, am- 
bition and love of power would prefer the achievement of their 
arms through craft and fraud, to the perils and hazards of war; yet 
that national vanity, of which be so largely partakes, that prizes 
the renown of the soldier above all other needs of fame, incessantly 
urges him to enterprises for which his lack of resolute and deter- 
mined courage otherwise disqualify him. His ridiculous assimila- 
tion of himself and fortunes to Napoleon, betrays alike the vanity 
and vaulting aspirations of the man. His sycophants are ever on 
the alert to discover and impart some resemblance between his 
mimicries of noble war, his little guerilla surprises, massacres, and 
murdess, and the historic fields of the illustrious Coreican. He has 
thus been beguiled into filling his palace with every commemorated 
incident of the French cao^igns; and rhapeodizes of destiny, with 
a weakness inconceivable in a man of his real superiority and 
ability. A monster of perfidv and hypocrisy — a vindictive tyrant 
and infidel-^the foe to every form of freedom, but such as his own 
despotic will may accord — he has been by turns the champion and 
defender, the assailant and protector of religion, liberty, and ha- 
manity. At one time his country's benefactor, and at another it9 
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scoarge, the caprices of his history afid character baffle all con- 
jecture as to bis own destiny, or that of the government he has 
usurped. . His popularity with his countrymen was so great, that 
thousands of prayers (we have been assured) went up to Heaven, 
from Mexican altars, whilst he was a prisoner of the Texans, that 
be would never be permitted to return ! When the news of his 
release reached home, as many and fervent petitions were offered 
up that he would fall a victim to the fury of the mob in the United 
States, &r his in&mous murders at Goliad and Bexar. Many 
Mexicans there are who seriously allege that his escape from this 
latter retribution was solely owing to the national prejudice against 
Mexico, which spared their tyrant, that he might farther afflict his 
country. Thousands of persons mingled their congratulations in 
the capital and throughout the republic, that the amputation of his 
limb, shattered at Vera Cruz by the French, in 1888, would not 
save the monster's life ; who, in 1842, united in the servile proces- 
sion that received the disinterred leg at the gate of San Lazaro, 
and bore and buried it, amidst the most solemn ceremonials, in the 
cemetery of Santa Paula. He who, at the head of his veterans 
of Zacatecas, allowed himself to be surprised and captured by a 
handful of Texans, is now sung in ballads, and designated in the 
newspapers of the country, as the Hero of San Jacinto I He who 
again allowed himself to be surprised, and lost, by his negligence 
and cowardice, the Gibraltar of his country, to a handful of French 
marines and sailors, has an annual celebration instituted in his 
honour, for being accidentally hurt whilst peering out from behind 
the office of the port-captain, at the retiring French, who had 
spiked the cannon and destroyed all the outworks of the city, com- 
mitted him to defend. When justice had summoned him, as a 
peculator and traitor, before her tribunals, to answer fi>r his corrup- 
tions and disloyalty, the very functionaries of his outraged country 
were seen vying with each other in their preparations of feasts 
and pageants to honour him within the towns, and grace his recep- 
tion in the capital, where he came to be tried. One day he is 
suspected of urging the priesthood into a pronunciamento against 
his licentious soldiery, as enemies of public tranquillity and the 
security of the church ; and on another he is found menacing this 
same clergy with a confiscation of their property to the uses of his 
soldiery, and a toleration of every form of Protestant service and 
creed. 

A summary of his political history will best disclose the con- 
tempt for all principles and systems of which he is not the centre, 
entertained by this turbulent demagc^e. 

The Mexican revolution closed with the ascension of Iturbide 
to the imperial throne. Dissatisfied with his administration and 
the form of government he imposed, the Mexicans expelled him 
horn the Country in 1828, and calling a National Representative 
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CoD|[re88, adopted, after a eeesbn of fourteen months, the menibra- 
ble Federative aystem of 1824, with Greneral Victoria as president. 
Various insurrections against this system occurred in favour of cen- 
tralism, fomented by disappointed and ambitious chiefe, which wem 
all suppressedf^and the first federal administration closed auspi- 
ciousljr for the firiends of freedom by the popular retirement of 
Victoria. The people then divided into two great parties: the 
Escossaises, who favoured a central form of government, and the 
Yorkinos, who supported the federal or existing system. In the 
second election which occurred, Gomez Pedraza, the central candi- 
date, was elected by two votes over his opponent Guerrero, the 
Federal nominee. The Yorkioos, discontented with the success of 
Pedraza by so nominal a majority, denounced his election as a 
fraud ; and Santa Anna heading the movement with a small body 
of followers, made his first bow on the political stage. The move- 
ment became popular, and after various skirmishes, the city of 
Mexico was captured by the insurgents, and given up to the sack 
and pillage of the mob. Pedraza, and such of his friends as could, 
made their escape, and flying the country took refuge abroad. A 
Congress was called by the vi(5tors, who proceeded to declare 
Guerrero to have been fsirly elected, and Bustamente was elevated 
to the vice-presidency. The new President had scarcely .been 
inaugurated before Bustamente retired to Jalapa, and organizing a 
military force in that city, pronounced against him, being soon after 
joined in the movement by Santa Anna. The revolution was suc- 
cessful ; the president being defeated, and shortly after taken 
prisoner and executed as a traitor, at the instigation of Santa Anna. 
A few months previously Santa Anna had extinguished the last 
vestige of the Spanish power in Mexico by his renowned victory 
over Barrados at Tampico. Bustamente was installed in the presi- 
dency by Santa Anna and his victorious troops, and tranquillity once 
more restored to the country until 1832. Without a solitary reaso- 
nable pretext, this Mexican Warwick* suddenly denounced Busta- 
mente, and proclaimed himself in favour of the recall of the exiled 
Pedraza. A battle brought about a convention, by which Busta- 
mente agreed to abdicate, and the fugitive Pedraza being brought 
back from the United States, where he had been residing, was sent 
to the capital to serve out the three months which remained of his 
unexpired term. This brief period was devoted bv the grateful 
Pedraza to paving the way for the succession of his former foe, and 
late benefactor. Accordingly, Santa Anna was elevated to the 
supreme power, in the month of May, 1833. 

Notwithstanding his hi^h military reputation and popularity with 
both t]^e soldiers and citizens, a central prmundamento was fol- 
n^inated against him early in his administration by Escolada, which ' 
being suppressed and the insurgents dispersed, his enthusiastic 
troops proceeded to proclaim him Dictator. This power and title 
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he refused to assume, and soon after made a fresh popular display 
of his viofour and skill in subduing another insurrection under 
General Garcia, which had broke out in Zacatecas. Being now in 
universal favour, he secretly instigated and brought about the cele* 
brated pronunciamento against the federal form of government 
(over which he presided, and in defence of which he had earned 
his laurels and power,) known in the history of the times, as the 
plan of Toluca. This plan .utterly destroyed the constitution of 
1824, vesting the supreme power in a central government, abolish- 
ing the state legislatures, and transposing the states themselves into 
departments, under the government of military commandants, re- 
sponsible alone for the abuse of their authority, and dependent for 
the tenure of their office, on the executive and his cabinet. Under 
the name of the Central Constitution^ it was adopted, and went 
into operation in 1836. 

When fully assured of the success of this scheme of revolution, 
Santa Anna departed for Texas, with the flower of his conquering 
veterans, to put down the revolt in that province. Here the star 
of his destiny sufiered its first eclipse, the invincible conqueror of 
Spaniards and Mexicans losing his army, liberty, and honour, and 
barely* escaping with life itself, through the interference of the 
American executive. 

Returning home, he lived buried in seclusion on his estates of 
Manga de Clavo, near Vera Cruz, an object of unmitigated scorn 
and contempt amongst his countrymen, until Bustamente, who had 
returned from France, and succeeded to the presidency under the 
Dew constitution, entrusted him with a command to repel the fede- 
ral emeute, headed by General Mexia, in 1888. This he executed 
with such success, as to defeat Mexia in the most signal manner ; 
dispersing arid killing his entire force, and executing their captive 
leader, with attendant circumstances of cruelty, that tarnished as 
usual all the glory of his triumph. The succeeding winter. Vera 
Cruz was blockaded by a French fleet under Admiral Baud in, and 
the town and castle attacked by the troops. Santa Anna, who had 
been invested with the command of the force destined to protect it, 
attempted an unsuccessful surprise of the Prince de Joinville. 
His miscarriage was followed next morning by the counter surprise 
of himself ana the garrison by the French, the Mexican general 
barely saving himself by escapmg without coat, breeches, or hat, to 
his camp outside the town. The French, after spiking such can- 
non as they could not conveniently carry ofl; evacuated the town ; 
and whilst reconnoitering their departure, he lost his leg as we 
have related. Again he retired to his estate, taking no part in 
public aflairs until August, 1841, when the insurrection under 
Faredes broke out in Guadalaxaro, and being sustained by Santa 
AiNia and several leading chiefs of the country, was ultimately 
terminated by the bombardment of the capital and a month's harm- 
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less conflict in the streeta Bu8tamente being overthrown, Santa 
Anna was chosen provisional president, and the Plan of Tacubaya 
adopted in lieu of the constitution. By this plan he was invested 
with dictatorial powers, and a Congress being assembled in Jane, 
1842, to organize the government more fully, after intimating to 
them his wishes^in regard to the organization, which they refused 
to acquiesce in, he dispersed them, and convened a Junta of Nota- 
bles, for the purpose of carrying out his views; The deliberations 
of this Junta were proclaimed in June, 1843, whilst we were en- 
gaged upon the road between his palace and Tacubbya. It vests 
all power in the supreme central government, giving the president 
the full control of the army and navy, the whole patronage of the 
civil list, the regulation of the judiciary, a nearly unlimited veto 
on the acts of the Chamber of Deputies and Senate, composing the 
legislative power, and an overruling weight in the government, 
utterly at variance with the freedom of the people, or Uie indepen- 
dence of the rest of the departments. 

By it the executive term is limited to five years, and Santa Anna 
had no difficulty in being confided with the possession of thki his 
darling scheme of despotism. Whether his future efforts will be 
directed to entrench and fortify himself in power, or advance his 
country in its regeneration from ignorance, distraction, and misrule,, 
remains to be seen. 

Notwithstanding the abundance of her minerals, and the bound- 
less fertility of her soil, the public debt of Mexico, incurred by her 
revolutions, and increased by the mismanagement of her resources, 
amounts to the enormous sum of eighty-four millions and a fraction 
of dollars. To pay the interest and instalments upon this indebt- 
edness, and suppprt the various branches of a government whose 
army alone cost, in 1840, eight millions of dollars, her whole annual 
revenue, ordinary and extraordinary, amounts to less than thirteen 
millions. Upon his accession to power, in 1841, Santa Anna found 
this debt impending over him, and not a dolliir in the treasury with 
which to meet the* daily wants and current expenses of the govern- 
ment. An army of thirty thousand men were to be maintained, 
the state in arrears to its civil officers, the copper currency of the 
realm debased sixty per cent, and, to swell his difficulties, dissen- 
sions prevailing amongst the troops and people, of the most threat- 
ening character. He met and overcame these embarrassments 
with a firmness and sagacity that reflects the utmost lustre upon 
his talents as a statesman. He has managed not only to maintain 
and enlarge his supreme power, in defiance of the machinatbns of 
his enemies, to pay his army and support his government, but to 
avert the most threatening difficulties with foreign powers, who 
herd heavy claims-against Mexico, the payment of whose principal 
and interest was necessarily suspended, and who were urging their 
demands under the menace of immediate war. 
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There is neither intelligence, energy, nor virtue amongst the 
masses of his countrymen suffi^nt to resist his encroachments upon 
their liberties ; and the more enlightened and wealthy classes, tired 
of disorder and commotion, are supine under his usurpations, pre- 
ferring the energy and vigour of his sway to the instability and inse- 
curity of more liberal systems. The anarchy of parly spirit in 
Mexico can only be prevented at present from rebaptizing the 
Dation in blood by the powerful Prospero who raises, governs, and 
quells it at his pleasure. 

Though maintaining a splendour far beyond any of his predeces- 
sors in government since the viceroys, in the style of his public 
state, Scmta Anna is the impersonation of temperance and frugality 
in his private habits. But a solitary debasing vice of his country- 
men seems to have found a place amo ngst his Spartan indulgences, 
and that so brutal and degrading, that iflythought he rather affects 
it, from its bloody and martial humour, than from any natural gusto 
he feels for it 

He is the proprietor^f the most numerous and renowned strains 
of game-cocks to be ^und on the American continent, and is un- 
remitting in his patronage of the blackguard sport, whenever his 
own birds are to take part in the contest It is not an unusual 
spectacle to see him and his aide-de-campe attending the festivals 
at St Augustine and elsewhere, and backing bis cocks^ to the 
amount of thousands. Some dozen varieties of choice breeds of 
these fowls he brought home with him from the United States; 
and his obsequious courtiers not unfrequently tempt the paths to 
his patronage by romantic losses upon his favourite champions. 



CHAPTER XV. 

Tacobaya — The Egertons — ^Their mysterious murder — Hopes of release 
— Santa Anna*8 alleged reason for a refusal — Fourth of July, and 
petition for its observance — Preparations for the /<§le— Stratagem to 
supply oar table — Oration and other ceremonies of the day — Con- 
elusion of the/^(e. 

Taotjbata, beside its vicinity to the summer residence of the 
Mexican court, is distinguished as the fovourite retreat of the 
wealthy merchants of the capital, many of them having delightful 
and highly improved country villas in and around this village, 
where thehr families reside a greater portion ^ the year. It is 



Digitized by 



Google 



96 FRiaomDRS of pbroti. 

about ft mile from Cbapultepec, (the cheriBhed home of the 
emperors of the Mexican empire,)^nd is entrenched in gardens 
and grottoes, and surrounded by alFthat nature and art can con- 
tribute to embellish it 

In 184^ it was the scene of one of those dismal and mysterious 
assassinations, whose foulness and brutality is without a parallel in 
savage cruelty. Mr. E^erton, an English painter of ^minenc 
talent, who had spent several years in Mexico, prosecuting his art 
in sketching its unrivalled scenery, revisited his native land, and 
after a brief absence, returned with a youn^, lovely, and accom- 
plished companion, to share the raptures of his tropical home. Of 
reserved habits, and a refined taste, that made its chief enjoyment 
in the smiles of love, and witchery of the world around him, be 
sought refuge amongst the quiet bowers of Tacubaya, where, in a 
cottage consecrated to pMe and the tenderest transports, some 
glowing months passed on; in ecstacies unmitigated by any pre- 
sence but the ministry of the joyous hours. Abandoned to the in- 
toxicating bliss of their little paradise, the enamoured pair never left 
it, but to wander from nook to nook of the beautiful landscape that 
girdled them, awaking the noonday silence of its groves with 
music, or watching amidst its purple sunsets the snow-ruffled vol- 
canoes around, as fold after fold uey flung their broad curtain of 
shadow over the plain below. 

From such an evening's excursion, the poodle of the lady (the 
solitary companion of their rambles,) returned alone to the cottage 
late at night, and the alarm being given by their servants, a search 
was instituted on the following morning that resulted in the dis- 
covery of the bodies of the murdered lovers. Our sentinel, who - 
related the sad particulars, and who was himself present at the 
discovery, described the spectacle (though twelve months had in- 
tervened since he saw it), with a horror of expression that faith- 
fully corroborated the revolting atrocity of his narrative. 

On the side of a retired road that led out through the fields 
towards a sequestered chapel, the body of the hapless artist was 
found, pierced with numberless sword-wounds, and mangled with 
blows from bludgeons. It lay where it had fiiUen, the ploughed and 
bloodsprinkled earth around testifying the struggle had been a 
severe one. His cane still clenched with tenacity in the rigid 
grip of death, his stifiened hair, clenched teeth, and distended 
eyes; his knit brow and eompressed lips, all bore terrible Witness 
to the desperate conflict he had waged with his ambushed 
butchers. 

A further examination discovered in a neighbouring thicket the 
lifenesB and dishonoured form of her, wIk> was so lately* the 
tutelary divinity of his solitary worship, the solace of his exile, 
the sharer of his blissful Eden, the idol of his endearments, and 
fellow-victim of his ruthless destroyers. The white foam of 
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madoefis was upon her writhed lips, her eyes strained and started 
from their sockets, her long silken hair torn and trampled in the 
sward, and her pale spectral fiagers clasped as though, when love 
and courage had sunk overpowered at her side, her anguished soul 
had sought shelter from farther ruin in fruitless appeals of pity. 
Stripped naked of every article of clothing but her shoes, and 
stockings, two gory spots to the right and left below her breasts 
disclosed where the rapier hdd b^n driven through her body, 
i^hilst her bitten bosom, and the empurpled marks of ruffian 
fingers round her throat, were added to other indisputable proo& 
of her violation. 

All Mexico rang^ith horror, excited by the perpetration of this 
^execrabl^ deed. The numerous peasantry around, and crowds 
from Tacubaya, drawn to the spot, wept and shuddered over the 
ferlorn and blasted remains of the gifted and devoted strangers. 
The British minister and consul sought the instant presence of the 
^vernment, and demanded with fierce indignation its most prompt 
and vigorous assistance in the apprehension and punishment of the 
guilty. The government did employ its utmost energies and per- 
severance in the discovery. Heavy rewards were proclaimed, and 
all ranks and classes united with alacrity in the search. Persofi 
after person was arrested, examined, and dismissed, and resort had 
to England itself, for some clue to the tragedy ; but nothing what- 
ever IvAs been elicited to the present hour, which can throw light 
on the cause that provoked, or the monsters who acted as the 
ministers of the outrage. 

^ A cross of the rudest craftsmanship near the thicket where they 
suffered, marks the site of the atrocity, anda Latin inscription im- 
plores the prayers of the passing faithful for the souls of the mur- 
dered heretics. 

We had been induced by the representations of friends and Mexi- 
can officers high in rank, to look forward with some degree of 
confidence to being liberated oti the ISth of June, the day of pub- 
lication of the new constitution by the Junta of Notables, and still . 
more sacred as the birthday of the usurper. This day, it was 
suggested, had been fixed on by the Dictator (the great beneficiary 
of that instrument), as one of general jubilee, when the prisons 
throughout the realm were to be thrown open, and amnesty granted 
for all past ofiences. But the day canie and past, and whatever 
advantages accrued from it to others, none lighted on our heads. 
The reason alleged by Santa Anna for sefusing our promised free- 
dom, wasnhe intelligence he had received of the ill-starred expedi- 
tion of Snively and Warfield, against Santa Fe. 

The 4th of July, the sacramental day of American independ^ce, 
having arrived, a memorial to the president was drawn up and 
presented by a committee of our cxfficers, in behalf of the prisoners; 
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petitioning a respite from labour on that day, with ^e farther pri- 
vilege of being allowed to celebrate it in the spirit and after, the 
^shion of our American sires. The Dictator was much embor- 
raraed for a while in what manner to treat the application, but 
yielded at length an assent, accompanied by the declaration, that 
the privilege was accorded, from his unbounded reverence for the 
signers qj that heroic pronunciamento, rather than from ^y . 
respect for their unworthy descendants^ who asked to observe. it.' 
Without bandying more words with such an insolent sarcasm on 
freedom and patnotism, the committee returned to quarters, and 
we all straightway set about preparing for the glorious occasion. 

AAer the various committees had been appointed, and an orator 
selected, we were nonplussed for a copy of the Declaration of fude* 
pendence ; and the committee of ways and means, to whose lot it 
fell to provide suitable viands and refreshments, found the resources 
of the gang utterly inadequate to the emergency. It was in vain 
every pocket was religiously emptied of its last claco, and the pro- 
ceeds of the chains and tools we had sold delivered over with 
scrupulous exactness. The whole amount when collected and 
counted over was scarce sufficient to procure the ham and whiskey, 
so indispensable to rouse that patriotic jollity, without which the 
fbast of reason and flow of soul slumbers under the sublimed skHl 
of bard or rhetorician. In this dilemma, we were fain to adopt the 
suggestion of a Yankee comrade, and invite the despot's slaves to 
unite in the celebration. The invitations were accordingly made 
out to the officers of our guard, and couched in such pompons 
flourishes of stilty Mexican courtesy, as brought assurances of 
their grateful acceptance of the honour from every epauletted hero 
to whom they were addressed. Colonel Rangel, our supedntendent, 
insisted on catering for the table, and various presenjts came in 
from anonymous donors, of pulque, brandy, fruit, fowls, and fis^ 
that elevated our esteem of Mexican generosity to the very acme 
of enthusiasm. The largest room of Uie old mill was assigned us 
as the scene for the festive banquet ; our committee of sculptors 
having failed in several busts of Washington and Jefierson they 
attempted, the walls of the hall were forthwith decorated with 
charcoal designs and portraits, that reflected the brightest lustre . 
"on the pictorial genius of the delineators. 

A diminutive piece of brass ordnance "was sent down from the 
barracks, to usher in the glorious morning with the customary 
salutes for every state of the confederacy, but either through design 
or ignorance, their cartridges gave out at nine, and we were ac- 
cordingly compelled to acquiesce in this doginaticai retrenchment 
of tfite sovereignties of the Union. Our president and vice presi- 
dents, toast-readers and orator, were all, unfortunately, in chains ; 
and upon consultation, it was thought most appropriate they should 
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thus appear, as calculated at one and the same time to portray the 
hideousness of tjrranny, and heighten the elTeets of those denuncia- 
tory sentiments intehded to be pronounced. 

' At two o'clock precisely, our guests being arrived, we sat down 
to three sumptuous and loaded tables, groaning under every variety 
of well-prepared dishes. Jugs, howls, and bottles of enlivening ad- 
mixtures, were plentifully interspersed between, whilst, from ceil- 
ing and walls, sooty etchings and mottoes looked down, commemo*- 
rative of the cherished country and hallowed anniversary we kept. 
Reversing the usual order of these entertainments, we postponed 
the inspiring felicities of national glorification to the more substan- 
tial delights spread around us, and mutely prosecuted the extension 
of liberty and truth over the world by furious and unremitting 
assaults upon the flaffon and trencher. Gaily we plied our guests, 
and most prodigally helped ourselves, forgetnil, after repeated pota- 
tions, that the gallant strangers were other than coheirs with us in 
the hereditary renown we were appropriating. A decorous silence 
was for some time kept up ; but as the feast pros^ressed, some of 
our fellows, touched with the long absent JUter, taUced of their own 
prowess, and the trophied deeds of their sires, muttered of their 
martyred comrades, and defied the field and scafibld, for the holy 
cause of their country and its rights. Others brewed little courte- 
sies in Spanish, and addressed them to our guests in reiterated salu^ 
tations of Buenos dias, cabelleros^ espero que la veo en ferfecta 
salud — concluding with a leer, and the affectionate inquiries of 
Oomo estd su senor kermano 7 su senora? su madre ? su madrasta 
i suegro ? in rapid succession. By and by, having done amplest , 
justice to the|food cheer, and the carnival becoming more free and 
unrestrained, it was demanded that the oration in honour of the 
sanctified spirits (supposed to be) hovering over us, be delivered. 
There. bein^ no cloth to remove, and the orator seeming properly 
fired up and ready for the onset, was called out amidst deafening 
acclamations. Judge Gibson, who had been honoured with this pro- 
minent part in the services, overcome with emotions excited by the 
novelty and peculiarity of the circumstances under which he was 
to discharge it, hesitated for some minutes after rising, and lookins^ 
round upon the throng of curious and upturned faces, stammered 
out an opening sentence and was silent In a breath, fifty fiimiliar 

I>rompters were ofiTering him as many difierent exordiums, inter- 
arded with injunctions from others, of Give it to the tf^rant^Ckm^ 
trast him wkh Washington — Refresh them u>kh San Jacinto— 
Remember jjie Alamo — DonH forget Mier! and such like up- 
roarious intimations of their various wishes as caused the Mexicans 
present to half rise from their seats, as apprehensive of outraga. 
Silence, however, was restored, and the most cordial assurances of 
continued tranquillity given by the president to the guests. The 
speaker, gathering composure to proceed, dashed off over human 
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rights and sceptred despotism-— chivalric sires and undegenerate sons 
— bleeding patriots and hireling invaders — desecrated altars — monu- 
mental tombs— baffled navies and captive armies — with thriJling 
allusion to the triumphs and disasters — sufferings and achievements, 
of those who barred them in the holy cause of freedom's first 
matchless and victorious rally upon the western continent 

As he reviewed the history of the American Revolution, and 
portrayed the loyalty, sacrifices, and valour of the immortal band 
who brought it to a successful conclusion, peals of applause and 
stami^ing of feet, acompanied by a fiendlike clanking of chains, 
testified the approval of his delighted audience. But when he 
came to refer to the canonized memory and holy fame of the illus- 
trious father of his country, the raptures of our elevated and enthu- 
siastic comrades overleaped all bounds of restraint. Some shouted 
in the defiant tones of a forlorn hope mounting a deadly breach, 
some beat the table boards, alternately with their knuckles and 
fetters, whilst a few of the more active bacchanals whisked upon 
the table itself, and, clearing a space of the platters and their con- 
tents, regaled themselves with hornpipes, backsteps, and slop- 
shuffles, as their Terpsichorian training permitted. Amidst the 
din of this sublime outburst our noble guests retired, and the orator, 
turning his back upon the uproarious portion of the assembly, con- 
tinued his harangue to a select coterie of the more staid and 
rational, until he had exhausted his powers and subject 

The regular toasts, which had been prepared for the occasion, 
were attempted to be read, but were clamoured down, as too dull 
- and cold, and volunteer substitutes, culled from brains seething 
with fun, fury, and frenzy, bawled out at the highest pitch of 
voice by the Hampdens and Sydneys of the revel. S^ngs of jollity, 
patriotism, and sentiment, were trolled in open contempt of all 
orchestral canons ; List, dear Lady, and Hail Columbia — Twilight 
Dews and Star-spangled Banner, mounting and mingling with each 
other in the most charming confusion. 

A file of sentinels entered about six o'clock, and, marching as 
off to the measure and chorus of the Marseilles Hymn, locked us 
up to dream off the mists of the wine-cup. A few minutes after 
their retirement, and overpowered with sleep, we were traversing 
the familiar paths of happier days, — 

** Hearing our own mountain-goats bleating alofl. 
And soothed with the strain that the corn^reapers sung." 
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CHAPTER XVL 

£scape of nine prisoners — Release^of Dr. . — His unpopularity — 

Holidays and their amusements amongst the prisoners — ^Private dinner 
given us by the ladiesr-Beauty and kindness pf our entertainers — Re- 
turn to Santiago-r^et rid of our irons — Route through the valley, and 
view of it from the mountains — ^Rio Frio and its bandits — Haciendas 
and folcanoes. 

Nine of our men, viz., Copelin, Walker, G^ttis, Wilson, Day^ 
Crawford, Thompson, Fitzgerald, and Daugherty, became impa- 
tient, whilst labouring here, to revisit their bomej>, and decamped 
without the slightest ceremony of leaves-taking. All but Daugherty 
went away at night ; he strolling off at broad noonday, with as 
much nonchalance as though he bore a formal discharge and regu- 
lar passport pnder the president's own signature. A terrible com- 
motion ensued when their departure was discovered ; platoons of 
cavalry being despatched in all directions in quest of them ; their 
names and descriptions of their persons gazetted, and the police of 
the capital urged to the most thorough examination of the various 
lurks of its suburbs. No tidings reached qs of the fate of any but 
•Copelin, who was retaken near Matamoras, about a month after his 
elopement, and brought back to Perote. 

Many more would have followed their example, and embraced 
the frequent opportunities presented them, but for unintermitted 
I assurances from friends of our speedy liberation. Besides, but fhe 
fewest number had a solitary vestment beyond the notorious garb 
they wore, which must have led to their immediate detection, 
wherever they presented themselves. Nor had we money; and 
we recoiled from forther taxing the liberality of those who had 
already extended us such generous aid, or involving them in the 
consequences of a connivance in our flight 

To our mutual gratification, we got rid of Dr. ;;— here, 

being the worthy who brought us the while flag at Mier, and who 
was ever after execrated by the men for urging our surrender, 
when he knew (or ought to have known) the meditated retreat by 
Ampudia, had we refused his ofl^er. Conscious of the odium in 
which he was held, he sought to resent it by a base neglect of such 
of the soldiers as were dependent upon his aid ; sufiering them to 
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die in the same room with himself, fqr the want of those services 
. thevMvere too destitute to command. 

The numerous holidays observed by the Mexicans extend to 
their soldiers, and* on such occasions, locking us in for the day and 
mounting *a few sentries over us, the rest of tne guard betook them- 
selves to the neififhbourinff towns to enjoy the festivities. 

One of these Tock-up days being that on which the elections in 
Texas were held, we amused ourselves by a nomination of opposing 
candidates for the offices of senator and representatives in Congress. 
The nominations were followed by a most animating canvass, 
speeches being made, offices and treats promised, and all the cajo- 
leries and stra^gie of a genuine and heated contest observed. 
-There was no fighting, tippling, or pipe-laying;, but considerable 
crowding and swearing at the polls, and challenges of votes, for 
more sensible reasons than many of the establish^ restrictions of 
the inestimable right of suffrage. Judge Gibson, the orator of the 
4th, was elected by a slim majority to the Senate, and Captain 
Buster, who had shortly before joined us, by a more complimentary 
one, to the House; neither, however, reached home in time to 
claim their seats. 

One day, at the completion of our forenoon's task, we were ab- 
ruptly formed and marched off in a direction opposite to. that of our 
quarters, no explanation whatever being vouchsafed us of our desti- 
nation, or the objects of the movement Arriving on the bank of 
the little stream that skirts the village, we found in a grove of 
stately ash a long table spread with a most substantial and abun- 
dant repast. Seats to it were beinjpr placed by servants, under the 
superintendence of the most beautiful and exquisitely-dressed ladies 
we had encountered in our wanderings through Mexica They 
were the wives and daughters of the opulent French, English, 
American, and Mexican merchants of Tacubaya, who had obtained 
permission from Santa Anna to bestow the luxury of a good dinner 
upon us in this picnic form. Nothing could be finer than the 
ensemble of the lovely group ; the most graceful effect of contrast 
being presented in the varieties of their style and appearance. The 
dark brunette skins, liquid and vivacious eyes, raven-black and 
glossy tresses, voluptuous symmetry, and stately magnificent tread, 
of the Mexican sefioras and donzellas, robed in rich-coloured petti- 
coats, and xiraped in the coquettish folds of lace mantillas or em- 
broidered shawls, were in high relief with the chiselled features 
and tinted blonde complexions, modest costume, and chaste expres- 
sion, of their European and American companions. There was 
quite as much difference in the character of sympathy that looked 
out from our kind entertainers upon the rude and friendless subjects 
of their "hospitality. Af\er being seated, the Mexican and French 
women drew near ^is, and seemed engrossed with the tenderest 
solicitude that every needful provision had been made fi)r our wants. 
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Stimulating the relish of their yiands by graceful ministrations of 
service, and the most gentle expressions of pity for our misfortunes. 
Their soft and compassionate eyes seemed actually to bid us eat, 
and run away from their brutal countrymen. The American ladies 
and their Saxon kindred stood aloof from our board, eyeing us with 
. a sad and humiliated look, as though a common national origin 
involveii them to some degree in the degradation of our lot. Their 
scrutiny of our squalid line was one of mingled sorrow and mortifi- 
cation, and we felt under their earnest and thoughtful glances, t 
sting of wounded pride, that gladly sought shelter in the more 
a^ctive and unreproving humanities of their associates of the day. 

A scrupulous propriety marked the deportment If our fellows on 
this occasion, and notwithstanding the spell of the refined presence 
that surrounded them, they acquitted themselves in the most credi- 
table manner towards the attractions set before them. After a- 
suitable acknowledgment of our gratitude, delivered in Spanish, to 
the kind projectors of the feast, we retired to our drudgery on the 
road. 

After a few days more, this highway, which had occupied us four 
nnonths in making, was completed, and orders given on the 9th of 
September to pack up for a return to Santiago. In an hour after 
receiving tbem we were all ready for the way, and being chained 
in the fashion in which we arrived here, set out for the old convent, 
which we reached a little before dark. All farther thoughts of an 
immediateJiberation were extinguished in our bosoms, by informa- 
tion from Colonel Rangel that we were destined for Perote. 

We were detained but two days at Santiago, when we were 
called up on the morning of the 12th to have our irons cut off, pre- 
paratory to setting out for our resident prison. This was a need- 
less preliminary as it turned out, each man in obedience to the 
summons throwing off his incumbrances as easily as though his 
body had shrunk to the dimensions of a skeleton. The smith, a 
burly sopt-covered Mexican, stared and grinned with astonishment 
as one by one the subjects on which he was called to exercise his 
art, approached his block, and giving the bolt of the clevis that em- 
braced their ankles a touch, dropped the shackles at his feet, and 
walked off. Whilst at Tacubaya, though we were compelled to 
wear them during the day, no one ever thought of sleeping in 
them, kicking them off like old shoes the very moment the key 
was turned on ua The first hail of the sentinel next morning, and 
all were refettered as securely as before. 

Twenty of our men being too sick for the road, were left behind 
here ; and, under a strong cavalry escort, and a brilliant sun that 
lit up the beautiful valley from its midst to its mountain boundaries, 
we pursued our way towards Perote. From the rising grounds we 
ascended towards evening, we caught a last prospect of the gor- 
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geous city, reposio^ in the centre of its enchanted landscape, lilia 
aooie mammoth diamond in the brilliant tiara of royalty. No de- 
scription of the pen or pencil can ever ftithfully portray, (much leas 
exaggerate,) the elemental grandeqr and beauty of sky, plain, 
nioontain, lake, grove, and gurden, grouped tcigeuier in this little 
world of terrestrial loveliness. It may lack the curling smoke, 
the motion and hum of life, the vitality of the panoramas of the 
old world, but there is a magic of peace and poetry in the stillness 
of its picture, that melts on the heart, and &Il8 like dreamj 
whispers on the senses, making it more fanciful and graceful 
as it is. 

Our route thpugh the day was alonjf a low range of volcanic 
hills, that border the highway leading m>m the city towards Vera 
Cruz, flanked by fields of grain and agave, and dotted at intervals 
with hamlets and isolated chapels. An elevated causeway, con- 
structed by the Spaniards, extends about seven miles from the 
capital, through a marshy vejofetable flat, reported as the ancient 
\bed of Tezcuco, but from which its waters have long since receded. 
Myriads of wild-fowls still inhabit either side of toe dike, and are 
slaughtered in immense quantities for the Mexican market. 

Groups of dirty, ragged Indians, some with empty chicken-coops 
on their heads, and others driving half-starved asses loaded with 
panniers and children, loitered on the road returning from market, 
drinking, singing, and sleeping, or hailing us with oSkra of refuse 
fruit and vegetables, in open contempt of jthe threats and interdict 
of the guard. One fellow plodded towai^ the city with water- 
fowls suspended from his neck to his knees, followed by his docile 
and greasy spouse, with their youngest responsibility on her back, 
and a thrifty troop at her heels, carrying on their heads and 
shoulders the simple implements of their outdoor household and 
cookery. At our encampment some twenty-fbur miles on the 
road, we were overtaken by two American frieiids from the capita], 
Messrs. Pratt and Walker, who had come out to bid us adieu, and 
extend at parting some additional services to the many generous 
and liberal aids they had previously bestowed on us. 

Ten miles farther brought us to the eastern barrier of the valley, 
where, toiling for hours up a road heaped with stones, and ploughed 
into gullies by the descending torrents, we at length reached the 
summit, some two thousand feet above the plain. Towering and 
dark-looking pines fringe the mountain sides from base to top, and 
from out their solemn shades peer at every turn of the serpentine 
way, those sepulchral crosses, that mark the sites of ancient and 
recent murders. From this eminence the eye may pierce throu£rh 
the pure and vapourless air across the opposing summits of the 
western range, and pursuing a billowy sea of mountain and valley 
beyond, follow 4ap the expB^e4 view until it melts away into the 
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dim and cloudless horizon. From out the solitudes of the smr- 
vounding forests came shrill and biting winds, that moaned amongst 
the echoin/^ houghs with the discordant tones of a rising tempest. 

Descendmg the mountain on its eastern slope by frequent and 
circuitous windings, we reached at sundown the narrow and 
gloomy ravine, ploughed by a brawling brook, upon whose banks is 
situated a wretched cluster of hovels called Rio Frio. 

The only occupation of the wild and desperate villains who 
inhabit them is charcoal burning; and their savage appearance 
and surly habits, together with the numerous assassinations and 
robberies in the vicinity, have procured them the reputation of 
being the most noted and formidable bandits in fliexieo. A con- 
stant intelligence is maintained between their villages and com- 
rades in the mountains ; and every facility thus aflfbrded for plun- 
dering the passing traveller and diligence, when the booty of either 
may tempt their cupidity. Sullenly and reluctantly they pointed 
out to thfe guard a dirty hut for our night's accommodation, nor 
could bribes or commands procure us beyond the most stinted sup- 
ply of food to stay the fierce appetites excited by our march. They 
permitted us to traverse their fastness, however, without the com- 
pliment of robbing us; an indignity we resented next morning, by 
seizing several asses from them to mount our men, who had fallen 
lame on the previous day. 

Continuing our descent of the mountains forthe greater part of 
the next day, we emerged at length from its wild and until led 
labyrinths into plains of gentle inclination, containing extensive 
and highly cultivated estates. These large haciendas, with their 
principal mansion, chapel, and" numerous outhouses, resemble 
through the foliage so many tasteful villages gleaming out from 
the surrounding groves. Numerous flocks of sheep, and herds of 
cattle and horses, grazed over the immense meadows; and fine 
streams at intervals dashed along the plains, crossed by bridges of 
the most solid and costly masonry. To the right of the road, m the 
distance, rose the gigantic peaks of the rival volcanoes, Popocate- 
petl, and Iztaccihuatl, clad in their snowy mantles, and towering 
majestically far above the stupendous range to which they belong. 
Night overtook us as we reached the little village of San Martin^ 
where, hungry and weary, we found the welcome ranties of an 
excellent supper and tolerable quarters. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

Aspect of the oountry near Puehia— Indian family— Republics of Tlas- 
cala, Cholula, and Huezotzingo—Pyramid of ChoIula^Paebla de los ' 
Angeios— Consent Alemeda, Plaza and Cathcdral^Femalo felon — 
Manufactories of Puebhu 

Wb were off from St Martin by the dawn, a nipping, chilling 
northeaster whistling in our faces, making the officers of our gnara 
draw their scrapes tightly around them. When the sun came up, 
the winds fell to the gentlest breathing, and we jogged along the 
level elevation cKf the plain with steps almost elastic. 

As we neared Puebla, the country continued to improve in ap- 
pearance and tillage; single fields containing more than a thousand 
acres spread out t^ore us, and planted in maize or maguey. The 
hacieudasi too, became more elegant and numerous, and groups of 
labourers, and heavy oxcarts with hewn timber wheels, passed us 
in the direction of their employments. 

Under a clump of shade trees that fronted an isolated hut some 
fifty yards firom the road-side, lolled an indolent Indian fiimily, en- 
gaged in the primitive occupation of searching each other's heads. 
Some five or six children of either sex were thus affectionately em- 
ployed; and the mother, a tall and portly-looking woman, pursued the 
delicate operation on a dark-eyed and voluptuous daughter of some six- 
teen summers. The object of this tender solicitude sat at her mother's 
feet, replaiting the strands of her inky hair, into the long queue, so ~ 
much in vogue amongst their caste. In no decree embarrassed by 
our appearance, the girl remained passive; ner ruffled chemise 
flung open in front, and gaudy cotton petticoat drawn up to her 
knees, riveted her great liquid eyes upon our detachment as it 
passed, with the ndive and unabashed stare of a young ballet* 
dancer. 

The fiither, a puncheon-shaped old gentleman, sat squatted on 
his hams some few yards removed from his domestic circle, strum- 
ming a bandoline as gaily as though he were proprietor or adminis- 
trador at least of the adjoining hacienda. As we turned an angle 
of the road a iew hundred yards farther, the little and picturesque 
figure of the girl, was undulating in a slow and languid measort 
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to her ftther*8 music, and (we. may suppose) her partial mother's 
admiration. Some officers of the rear goard wheeling their horses 
round the better to. contemplate her mor^^ments, she saddenly 
stopped, then nodding her head in token of befng observed, and 
waving the reboso she held in her hand in coquettish salutations, 
^continued her solitary fandango. 

These table-Jatids of Puebia, over which we were journeying, 
are reckoned ftix thousand feet above the sea, and, besides a cli- 
mate of rare salubrity, are esteetaned the most fertile soil in Mexico. 
Wheat, mflize, and maguey, are their principal staples, and abun- 
dant crops of every variety of fruit mingle in their productions. 
Their ancient limits stretch nearly across the country, having for- 
merly embraced the warlike and mvincible republics of Tlascala, 
Cholula, and Huexotzingo, whose powerful and defensive league 
held the Mexican Empire in check, and aided the Spaniards in its 
ultimate conquest and destruction. The capital of the former, once 
the opulent rival of the Indian Venice, is now a wretched ruin, all 
traces of its vanished splendour being ^one but the walls of its 
majestic temple. Cholula, the sacred city, and metropolis of the 
second republic, (whose forty thousand dwellings, and four hundred 
temples, Cortes reported to his monarch he had hiAself counted,) 
has likewise fallen since the conquest to a heap of hovels, ccmtain- 
ing a population at present of less than six thousand souls. The 
pyramid of this name, the most memorable relic to antiquaries on 
the American continent, lies a few miles to the west of Puebia, 
and has been visited and described by every traveller of note who 
has interested himself in the antiquities of the country. It rises 
sudden and unassociated from the midst of the plain, built in pyra- 
midal form, of adobes or large unburned bricks, and though muti- 
lated and overgrown with trees, the massive base and four stories 
of the monument are nearly entire. Humboldt describes it as a 
work of such magnitude and vastness as, next to the Pyramids of 
£gjpt, approaches nearest the mighty creations of nature. Its 
height is one hundred and seventy-two feet, and the sides of its 
hase one thousand three hundred and fifty-five, being two hundred 
and seventy-six feet lower than the great Pyramid of Cheops, and 
BIZ hundred and twenty-seven longer. The brick material is inter- 
spersed with layers of stone and plaster, and the four stories con- 
nected with each other by terraces. These again are ascended 
from bench to bench by regular and oblique flights of steps, cut by 
the old Spaniards, as a way to a little chapel on the platform, dedi- 
cated to the Virgin of Remedios, In straightening the road from 
Mexico to Puebfa, it became necessary to traverse a portion of the 
base, when the section laid open an interior chamber, built of stone 
and roofed with beams of cypress. In it were found skeletons, 
idols of basalt, and a number of vases curiously yarnished and 
paipted. 



Digitized 



d by Google 



IW PJU80MBIUI OF PBROTB. 

Mnnj are the conjectures of the savans who have examined it, 
as to the original design of this edifice, or the uses. to which it was 
devoted by ti|e aborigines. Whether it was intended as a tempie 
or a tomb, a palace or a place of sepulchre, may long contiiftie to 
puzzle the curious, who delight to grope in the gloom of the past, 
but we are not sure that the fruits of their research will exceed 
the wisdom of the simple Mexican, who frankly replies to the in- 
quirer after its purposes, " Quten sabe?^^ — Who knows, or who 
can tein - ^ 

Mexico abounds with pyramids of more or less grandeur, found 
at various elevations, from its plains to its mountain summits, and 
the Indian traditions and legends respecting them unite in ascribing 
their construction to the gods and demigods of their ample my- 
thology. 

- A forest of spires and domes bathed in the rich gilding of the 
setting sun, and jutting above spacious squares of turretted ma- 
sonry, proclaimed the presence of the second most splendid and 
flourishing city of the republic, Puebla de los Angelos. 

On the western side, •where we entered, an enormous pile of 
large and lofty buildings embrace the convent of St. Francis, 
fVonted by the fashionable and graceful walks of the Alameda, 
from whose avenues of retired shade, poured out a lengthening 
throng of dames and dons, gallant cavaliers and flashing donzellaa 
Passing over the broad, well-paved, and cleanly streets, crossing 
each other at right^angles, and walled on every side by stately edi- 
fices, we. enter^ our gloomy prison, amidst the dying chimes of 
innumerable beljs, calling the devout to their vesper orisons. 

The following day, (September 16th,} being the festival of their 
political independence, was celebrated throughout the country 
with the utmost pomp and parade, and that our ^uard might not fa« 
debarred so patriotic an indulgence, we were informed we should 
not leave our quarters till the ensuing morning. At an early hour, 
continued roars of artillery announced the advent of the joyful 
epoch ; whilst throughout the forenoon, peals of national mu%tc, 
tolling bells, and the ascension of numerous rockets and balloons, 
witnessed the activity with which the festivities Were conducted. 
It was impossible to repress a smile at the eagerness and enthu- 
siasm with which the Mexican convicts, from the court of the 
prison, listened and watched for these evidences of the hilarity of 
their countrymen outside. A bandy-legged, grizzle-haired old 
covey, fresh from the highway, with his wrists and ankles heavily 
manacled, and who (his companions informed us) would be cer- 
tainly garrotted, for a late excursion on the road,* would throw up 
his fettered arms, and clamour his shrill bravos, whenever a bomba 
de carton, or xohei€f mounted in view. ** Par el amor del Santo 
JcMUi,^* he would cry, whilst his eyes flashed with ecstacy, ** Mira 



Digitized by 



Google 



nmoNBRS or pbroti. 100 

la magnifica homba^ el bravo cohete, intra eomo relampaguSa^ 
pegara el cielo ! 

Through the interest of a yoanf officer of the guard, who had 
been a prisoner in Texas, two of us were permitted to accompanr 
him in an afternoon's ramble through the city, and at three o^cloclc 
we passed out of the prison with our guide, and circuited a number 
of the beautiful squares. 

The streets were teeming with population, great numbers hav* 
ing been attracted from the country and the neighbouring towns 
by the celebration of the day. The balconies and open windows 
blushed with their blooming flowers and lovely women, and the 
lofty walls of the rooms, into'which we could see, were covered - 
with rich-looking pictures and costly mirrors. Old monks and 
young friars, in their broad shovel hats and canonical habits, nuns^ 
modiMes, and fruit-girls, and the regular lords of the pavS^ from 
mUlumaire to leperos, jostled each other on the crowded footwav& 
In the centre' of the city is the great plaza, built up on two sides 
by houses on arches, which answer as tJiproughfares for the entrie 
and exit of the crowds who haunt it To the north stands the 
palace of the governor, and to the south again is the vast pile of the 
cathedral, amongst the richest and most finished pieces of ecclesj- 
Mttcal architecture in the world. In the splendour and endow- 
ments of her numerous churches and conventual establishments 
Puebla is unsurpassed by any city in Christendom ; but her cathe- 
dral is the boast and pride of her people ; and truly does it merit 
all the admiration they bestow. 

The exterior, neither in ornament nor tasteful execution, strikes 
the beholder as corroborating the sacred ministration employed in 
its erection. A monkish legend represents, whilst it was ra the 
course of building, the angels of God came down at night, and 
added as much to the work as the masons had performed through 
the day. Hence the sobriquet de los AngeloB to the city name. 

The material is a light blue stone, dressed in heavy blocks, 
solidly jointed, and supported by immense buttresses, that terminate 
at the west in lofty towers,, filled with large and clear-toned bells. 
Here is the main entrance, and overhead several subjects of scrip- 
tural history sculptured in stone. Within the miraele displays 
itself to its full advantage. 

Rows of massive columns, With plinths and capitals of. burnished 
gold, divide the nave of the church into three departments, outside 
OT which, to the right and left, are sunken arches, leading to small 
chapels embedded in the wall, and railed off by gates^of iron. 
From the centre of the immense dome depends a gigantic chande» 
lier of gold and silver, whose enormous mass is computed at many 
tons weicrht. The altar is built of beautifiil marbles, of every 
variety of colour and cost, and beneath its elevated platform is the 
circolar sepulchre of the bishops, covered over by a depressed 
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dome, and lighted by silver lamps, which , like the sacred fires of 
the vestals, are never suffered to be extinguished. Surrounding 
this platform are lofly candelabras of solid silver and gold, which 
light the altar ; and above, in a double chapel, opened and shut by 
concealed machinery, is the host, blazing with rare and priceless 
jewels. 

The most striking object of the interior is a life^ized figure of 
the Virgin Mary, dressed in embroidered satin, and loaded al»ut the 
peck with innumerable strings of the largest pearls. Her waist is 
encircled by a zone heavy with brilliants and diamonds, and her 
brows surmounted by a crown of purest gold, studded with enor- 
mous emeralds. 

The ceiling is arched and lofly, and the choir curious for its 
elaborate carving and moulded wood-work. The walls and recesses 
are hung with pictures from the most eminent Spanish and Italian 
masters ; with one from a native artist, of St Peter, made of dif- 
ferent woods, so skilfully inlaid, as at the distance of *a few feet to 
defy its detection from a panting in oil. 

Passing out from this miracle of splendour and wealth, we re? 
traced our steps to prison, as foul and loathsome a one as ever 
opened to receive the victims of misfortune. A woman with her 
head and face enveloped in a tattered leboso, swinging a wooden 
rosary and crucifix from her hand, stood under the sombre doorway 
aa we entered, waiting for some form to be gotten through, pre- 
liminary to her incarceration. Her only companion, a sobbing boy 
(her son perhaps), stood by her, holding a bundle of clothes and 
pesta of fruit, her penurious store of prison comforts. Both were 
iheltered in the deepest shadows of the arch, the woman in an atti- 
tude of shame and sorrow, and the boy moaning most piteously, 
and setting down his burden at short intervals to dry his dripping 
cheeks with the sleeve of his jacket A priest came out, looked on 
the pair, whispered with the sentinel, crossed himself, took snuff, 
and went on. The grated door of the prison presently opened 
again, and the woman, lifting her attendant in her arms, kissed him 
frantically over and over again, and disengaging his hands from 
her dress, followed the officer with her bundles up an interior flight 
of Btair& Ince$to^ said the sentinel, in reply to our inquiry of the 
crime with which she stood charged. 

The city wore the stillness and quiet of death, as we traversed 
its streets next morning towards the eastern outlet Every window, 
door, and courtyard gate, had the barred security of so manv castle 
wickets, and in a solitary manufactory we passed were th^ only 
visible signs we met of stirring life. 

Puebla is in advance of every city of Mexico, in the extent and 
skill of her manufacturing industry. She has more than a third of 
the whole spindles in the country in operation within her limits, 
(resides coR3iderab1e manufactories of woollen, paper, leather. 
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earthenware, and glass. The vacillating government alternately 
stimulating these branches of enterprise by prohibitory duties on. 
&U articles conflicting with their production, and again withdraw- 
ing their bounties, or neutralizing their production, by selling per« 
mits to foreign merchants for the free importation of «uch articles, 
(to raise money on emergencies), has so deranged the value of these 
establishments, as not only to cause many of them to be abandoned, 
but to check the cultivation of wool and cotton in a materia] 
degree. 

The unblushing audacity too, with which the contraband trade is 
maintained on the Pacific coast, and hourly enlarging on the Rio 
Bravo, contribute to depress the value of home commodities, and 
flood the country with foreign fabrics, too cheap to be competed 
with. Within a year or two past a more permanent tarifl'and rigid 
enforcement of the revenue laws, together with the prohibition of 
the raw material, have led to numerous investments of capital and 
labour in plantations and factories. The entire cotton crop of the 
republic has never reached to one hundred thousand bales, a con** 
siderable deficit under the amount required at present for home 
consumption. Good water-power is every where to be procured, 
and i&in general use; the scarcity of fuel, and difficulty of its trans- 
portation, rendering steam too costly for application. 

A large portion of their woollen and cotton yams are woven by 
bandlooms into mantas and rebosos, which find a ready and profita- 
ble sale amongst the poor and labouring classes. Coarse cloths, 
blankets, and baizes, are manufactured and consumed in immense 
quantities ; and the scrapes of a richer and more beautiful texture, 
so prized and worn foK comfort and ornament by all who can afibrd 
them, command ready sale, at from fifty to six hundred dollars 
a-piece. 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

Route between Puebla and Perote— The castle of Perote— Bexar 
prisoners — Our treatment — Arrival of Santa Anna — Hopes of libera- 
tion — Refuse to work — How compelled — Sweeping the castle — Carry- 
ing sand — Epidemic amongst prisoners — Hospital. 

The distance from Puebla to Perote is ninety-six English mileSf 
and the qountry over which the road passes a wild moorland plaioy 
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iotenected by moantuns, whote dritqw valleys are fertile and 
^ beautifully improved. Miserable villages, built of adobes, here and 
there chequer the roadside, which but for their contiguity to the 
great national highway, would long since have been deserted and 
abandoned to decay. Much of the surrounding soil is sandy, and 
the surface and shrubbery covered with a, light powdered dust, 
which when moved by the wind, is a memorable axmoyance to all 
who have experienced it. 

It was the evening of the 2l8t of September, (and fiflh day of 
oar march,) before turning off through a straggling village of the 
same name, we reached the noted fortress of Perote, about a mile 
to the northwest ef the town. It lies to the lefV of the road from 
the capital to Vera Cruz, and rising from out the boeon\of a level 

flain, is visible at some distance m every direction but the east 
[ere it is confronted by a range of mountains, two miles distant, 
whose precipitous sides are inaccessible to any thing but goats, 
and from which water is conducted by subterraneous pipes to the 
castle. This formidable keep is built of stone, quadrangular in 
form, and having projecting horns running out at each angle one 
hundred and fifty feet long, and about stzty broad. It embraces an 
area of twenty-six acres of ground, surrounded by walls thirty 
feet high, being fourteen feet thick at the base, and ten at the top. 
The walls again are enclosed by a moat, sixty feet wide and ten 
deep, crossed by a drawbridge to the east connecting with a pon- 
derous gate, the only entrance or outlet whatever to the castle. 
A range of prison cells, eighteen by thirty feet in depth, and sur- 
rounded by an inclined terrace reaching to within six feet of the 
lop, runs roond the entire circuit of the interior walls. These 
ceils are lofly and arched, being lighted by grated windows above 
massive wooden doorp, and floored with tough cement, ten inches 
deep. 

The centre of the enclosure is occupied by a double square 
court, an acre in extent, surrounded by tiers of two-story buildings, 
the uppet- stories of three sides of the inoer tier being used as 
officers' quarters, whilst the western side contains the chapel and 
governor's quarters. The lower or basement stori^ are occupied 
as barracks, and the exterior buildings used variously as work- 
shops, store-rooms, armories, granaries, and stables. In the north- 
eastern and southwestern horns, are the powder magazines, the 
other two being appropriated at the time as lumber-houses. 

Sixty^four pieces of ordnance, of nine and six pound calibre, 
were mounted on the terraces above the prison cells, and some 
brass pieces of large and small dimensions, with several howitzers, 
lying about the castle. 

Two companies of infiintry and one of artillery, comprise the 
•rdinary guard of the place, though a garrison of ten thousand 
men would scarce suffiee to man it against a vigorous investment. 
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Built during the regency of the last viceroy, it is said to have con« 
suQied five years in completion, and greatly over ten millions of 
dollars in cost. 

Small towers are erected at the extreme points of each horn of 
the wall, where sentries on duty night and day, communicate the 
approach of persons outside, by means of bells swung within. 
Our arrival being announced with a clanging alarum, and a chorus 
of alertas, we entered, were examined, counted, receipted for, and 
marched off, and soon safe under lock and key. 

Whilst waiting in front of the guard-room for the despatch of 
these formulas, we were joined by the remnant of our unfortunate 
countrymen brought off from Bexar by General Woll. The sad 
countenances and wasted appearance of these men, but too well 
attested the sufferings of their long imprisonment. Forty-three 
in number, they had heed here for nine weary months, the rest of 
their companions being dead, liberated, or escaped. Few and 
melancholy were our greetings, it beipg evident on both sides 
there was little solace to be imparted or received. 

With the bare floors of our cells for couches, and not a 
blanket to the tenth man to defend us against the chilly night- 
winds that penetrate the gratings of our dungeons, we were left 
locked up and unlocked after until the next morning at nine o'clock, 
when we received a welcome breakfast of coffee and good bread, 
and were told we coukl enjoy the freedom of the prison until 3 
p. M. At noon we were again regaled with a good dinner, and 
being rested, refreshed, and distributed in rooms where we were 
not too crowded, matters began to assume a more agreeable aspect 
than they wore upon our entrance. 

Captain Bradley, one of the Bexar captives, received his release 
during the day, and his transports of happiness, at being liberated, 
diffused a sympathy of joy throughout the whole prison. Squalid, 
penniless, and without a friend outside from whom he coul^ hope 
to receive relief, he scarce stayed to bid us adieu, so impatient was 
he to answer the summons of homeland freedom. 

On the fiflh day of our confinement we received a visit from . 
General Jose Maria Jarea, governor or commandant of the fortress, 
who, after a personal inspection of our quarters, and benevolent 
inquiry into the character of our entertainment and wardrobes, left 
US with the assurances that every humanity should be extended 
us, even to a needful supply of shoes, &nd mats to sleep upon. He 
was a fine martial-looking old fellow, with such a monomania for 
persona] cleanliness, as to suggest the propriety of our takinff to 
the moat next day, and performing a long suspended ablution or our 
persons. As such a proposition was mutually gratifying, we 
honoured the governot^s invitation by a general acceptance. 
With a competent guard, next day we adjourned outside the 
walls in a body, and underwent a thorough cleansing, the governor 
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Bieaowhile looking down upon ui from the pftrapet above, seem- 
ingly as intent upon our purification as though he destined us for 
an immediate levee. 

On the evening of the 7th of October, General Santa Anna 
arrived and took lodgings at the castle, on his way to Manga de 
Qava It was twilight when his guard and coclie came clattering 
over the drawbridge, amid a salute of twentj-one guns and an 
incessant din from the sentiy-belis. By dawn the folio winff morn- 
ing be was off affain, making it a point, invariably, to adapt his 
movements, whether pressed for time or not, to that courier-like 
celerity characteristic of his great model. 

On the Idth, letters, with their seals broken, were handed us 
flrom our comrades in the capital, who had been kept behind sick, 
announcing the deaths of two of their number, Mr. Irwin and O. R. 
Willis. The old governor shortly after joined us, with the wel- 
come intelligence that we would all be liberated in twenty days, 
and his intimation was swallowed sine grano, not a doubt beirig 
entertained but it was derived from the president himself^ on h'la 
recent visit 

A number of Mexican convicts, who were confined in the castle, 
and had heretofore been employed in sweeping and watering it, 
left on the 19th, and ordere were issued the same evening that we 
should assume their degrading task on the following day. This 
we peremptorily informed the officer who brought the command 
we would not do, and referred him indignantly to our rights under 
the capitulation at Mier, solemnly agreed upon and reduced to 
writing. He shook his head when informed of the grounds of our 
protest, and referring to our submission at Tacubaya, very frankly 
declared, if we held out against the order, similar severities would 
be adopted to enforce our acquiescence. We attempted to weaken 
the force of the fatal precedent by an argument based oq the atro* 
city of compelling our obedience to an unjust and unrighteous 
requirement, but finding the man deaf to our metaphysics, we next 
insisted upon the superior respectability of turnpiking over the vile 
offices noVv threatened to be imposed on us. After hearing us out 
in our logical remonstrance, he replied, with provoking coolness, 
that we would be honoured with the most respectable labour that 
was to do; but in the meanwhile advised us to offer no opposition 
to the inevitable necessity of obedience to the castle discipline, and, 
with this friendly injunction, we separated. 

At nine o'clock next morning, the usual hour for the meal, no 
breakfast was brought us; but the same officer appeared, and 
politely requested to be informed whether we had resolved to 
comply with the commands of the previous evening. We firmly 
repeated our protest, and, without a word in reply, he gave some 
directions to the sergeant oa duty, and retired. Every morning 
since our* residence in the prison, we had been peunitted to leave 
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our cells and stroll about the streets of the castle till the afternoon, 
enjoyincT such recreations as were admissible under the rules of the 
•stablisbment This morning, as soon as the officer had departed, 
the doors of our apartments were relocked, arid several hours 
elapsed before our solitude was intruded on. At the expiration of 
this time the doors were again opened, and some of our men, who 
were carpenters by trade, called out, and the residue fastened in. 

The hour of dinner came and passed ofi' without the usual visit 
from our commissary. The day was beautiful outside, the sun- 
beams clustering upon the grated window in such tempting and 
ffenial warmth, as made the cold and dreary shadows of our cells 
doubly comfortless. We had made repeated and clamorous appli- 
cations for water during the day, which were as little heeded as 
were the route appeals of our empty stomachs. Some of our mer- 
rier comrades, by way of manifesting their indifference to the ne- 
glect we were enduring, sung and danced so very boisterously 'as 
excited fears of bringing down the immediate vengeance of the 
officer of the day. Still the evening wore on, and neither punish- 
ment nor reproof, food, water, nor inquiries followed its decline. 
Disappointed in their efforts to provoke a visit from the police, and 
exhausted with their exercises, our gleemakers ceased their qua- - 
vers and saltations, and sunk upon the floor as spiritless and moody 
as the rest. Darkness set in, and with it came an increase of hun- 
ger, cold, and thirst. Our jokers tried their best drollery and 
raciest humour, without so much as a smile of acknowledgement 
from their most su^eptible admirers. Several who had been noisily 
vociferous for drink and nourishment during the day, now crouched 
in a corner of the apartment relapsed into gloomy silence, save the 
busy churning of their teeth as aguish chills came over them. 
They ventured at length upon the hint that sweeping was no great 
labour at last, and Work was work, call it by what name you would, 
and that for their part they were agreed to do the dusting, provided 
the rest would consent No applause or dissent vyhateyer accom- 
panying their proposition, silence resumed its empire in the cell, 
and by midnight all succeeded in getting asleep^ 

Such marvellous dreams as were related next morning of broom- 
sticks, would have bewildered a conclave of witches. By a singular 
coincidence,, gentlemen wholly unaccustomed to these nocturnal 
partings of soul and body, were conscious of their immortal spirits 
having gone out to dinners where the sirloin was stuck full of 
broomstraws, and steaming covers being removed, revealed in place 
of capons and calves-heads, nothing but the manifold varieties of 
the detested article. Some had approached crystal fountains of 
delicious water, pouring like melted silver down the niountain-side, 
when, all at once, there sprung up in their place magical forest%of 
broom-corn, that utterly obscured all -view of the beverage. The 
aguish had been enticed to thaw their frozen limbs by blazing fires, 
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which, when apprgadied, were extinguished by wierd women, 
eweepinff them out with great bell-shaped street-dusters, on which 
they bad been riding. Others, whilst cleaning a distant part of the 
castle, found an aperture concealed from view by the filth they 
removed, disclosing a passage out, through which we might all 
escape from confinement It required no Daniel to interpret these 
visions, as they all clearly portended the -ijicreasing popularity of 
the governor's proposition. v 

Hungry as a herd of wolves, and as thirsty as newly awakened 
topers, we crowded around the door at ten o'clock as the key turned 
in the heavy wards of the lock. A limited supply of bread and 
water was brought in, and whilst diligently engaged upon these, 
the governor's ambassador entered. With the usual suavity of 
tone and manner, he again desired to know what result our de- 
liberations had led to, touching his orders. Seeing we were not 
to be starved outright, and vainly imagining the speedy arrival of a 
second course of refreshments, some of the sturdiest of our fellows 
promptly reaffirmed their determination not to sweep. Others, an^ 
a majority, expressed a sullen assent to the requirements, on condi- 
tion of being immediately supplied with necessary provisions and 
'chamber furniture. This the officer either did not understand or 
chose -to misconceive, as but a few mjnutes elapsed after his de- 
parture, before a smith with a file of soldiers brought in a load of 
chains, and began fettering us without the slightest distinction of 
persons or opinions. -* . 

Having concluded the operation, we were left to reflect at our 
leisure upon the evils incident to such disunited counsels as af- 
flicted us. Famine, though a mde and dogmatical reasoner, rarely 
fails of achieving the persuasion she proposes. By five o'clock, we 
succeeded in obtaining an interview with the governor's diplomat, 
when a brief parley served to adjust our little mi?cOnceptions, and 
a steaming joint, and profusion of other delicacies, promptly placed 
at our disposal by the magnanimous victor, served to rob our sub- 
jection of its sting. . 

There was no procrastination on the pari of the enemy in gather- 
ing the fruits of his victory, and an early hour on the following 
day, found the castle enveloped in a cloud of dust, from our indefa- 
tigable brooms ! The governor's quarters came in for more than 
their rightful share of these interesting proofs of our diligence ; 
windows, door?, and walls being assailed by such furious columns 
of powder, as to bring the old gentleman in person to the spot, to 
countermarch us to a more distant scene of operation. 

Those whose task it was to remove in barrows the collected 
piles of filth, were extremely indignant with their occupation, but 
the sweepers grew to relish their branch of business so well as to 
repine at the prospect of its speedy termination. The superin- 
tendents s.et over us were tolerably clothed with ashes if they were 
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Bot in sackcloth, aiid, though frequently relieved, not an officer or 
subaltern could at last be found, who would venture inside the 
canopy of dust, under which we plied our furious task. 

Two days we prosecuted this pleasing vengeance, wiien, at the 
close of the second, our tools were taken away, and the whole gar- 
rison turned out the next morning, that their quarters might be 
cleaned of tlie defilement that had penetrated them. 

Afler acquitting ourselves so well in this first undertaking, no 
marvel that our task-masters should be eager to find us in further 
employment This was soon contrived in setting us to pack sand 
in hand-barrows, from near a mile outside, into the castle, to re- 
pair various portions of the fortifications that were going to decay. 
In this occupation we were securely guarded, little opportunity 
being ofiTered us, either of neglecting our labour or getting away. 
Our loads were heavy, and our chains, which no entreaty could in- 
duce them to remove, galled our ankles, until the men boldly cut 
them loose and threw them from their cells into the streets. This 
offence carried many to the calaboose, and supplied others with 
double irons, in which they were still compelled to work. 

An epidemic broke out amongst the prisoners about this time, 
and there being no suitable hospital provided at the castle, the sick 
[were sent to the town, where a proper building was appropriated 
for their reception. Here they were well cared for, the physicians 
and nurses being attentive, and every thing appropriate of necessity 
or comfort being provided them. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

St. Carlo* day— Its celebration in the castle — Devotion of two Catholic 
Texana — Rage of an epidemic amongst the prisoners — Rumours con- 
cerning it — ^Proclamation of Santa Anna and the governor — Sanitary 
regulations — Storms in the valley — Christmas — Monotony of our con- 
finement — Cessation of epidemic — ^The Ist of March — Release of 
Ogden and thirteen of our men in Mexico — Visit from the American 
minister — His communications to us. 

NoYBMBER the 4th being St. Carlos day, it was celebrated with 
all the pomp and splendour possible, in the castle. Several pre- 
vious days had been employed by every member of the garrison, in 
making preparations for the joyful occasion; and bonfires, illumina« 
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tions, rockets, streamers, and devices, were made to contribute 
their various aids in doing honour to the holy patron of the occa- 
sion. Every part of the castle was adorned, mass celebrated in the 
chapel morning and evening, officers and soldiers tricked out in 
their gayest apparel, and the prisoners presented with a new suit 
of striped, regimentals, which they were requested to put on, and 
unite in the festivities. 

A full-length figure of St. Carlos about three feet in height, (a 
jolly-looking old gentleman,) dressed in a full suit of canonicals, 
and carried on the shoulders of four sacristans, was made to per- 
form the circuit of the castle, followed by his reverence the priest, 
at the head of a numerous procession of soldiers, prisoners, and con- 
victs. Two of our fellows, who had become converts to Romanism 
on the road up to Mexico, but had soon after relapsed into their 
habitual neutrality towards all creeds and rituals, thought the pre- 
sent a convenient opportunity to revive their nearly obsolete rela- 
tions with the church. They accordingly repaired to morning 
mass, where they were conspicuous during the services for their 
noisy rehearsal of prayers, and the extraordinary number of times 
they crossed themselves, muttering what they meant for responses, 
in most audible but unintelligible tones, and drawing traverse lines 
down and across their stomachs with more frequency and fervour 
than the most spiritual devotees. During the sermon that followed, 
though utterly ignorant of the subject or language in which it was 
delivered, they several times started both priest and congregation, 
by discordant groans drawn ab imo pectore^ accompanied by an 
aspect of the most profound ond dolorous distress. 

Flattered with such an exhibition of piety from supposed heretics, 
they were carried off immediately after service by some proselyting 
Mexican soldiers, who freely shared their canteens with our popish 
neophytes. Fired with the liberal indulgences incident to their 
new faith, they returned with the crowd to chapel in time to offer 
their services in chairing the saint, as they termed it Baffled in 
this, they entered the procession, and hiccupping, staggering, and 
crossing themselves, at every gtep of the march, succeeded in trail- 
ing his saintship back to his abode in the chapel. Stimulated here 
by the hope of procurinor a farther supply of drink, they assailed the 
retreating idols with alternate huzzas and braves for Don Carlos, 
Santo Carlos, and Carlos, accompanied by oaths, attesting the sin- 
cerity of their admiration, until the indignant old governor ordered 
then) off to the calaboose. 

A letter was received on the 12th inst., by Mr. Van Ness from 
General Tornel, the Secretary of War, apprising him of the proba- 
bility of our speedy liberation, in virtue of an armistice proposed by 
General Houston to the government of Mexico. But all hqpes ex- 
cited by this intelligence were dashed a few days after, by the 
arrival of another communication from the capital, stating Santa 
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Anna to have issued positive orders to this secretary, to entertain 
no further applications for the release of prisoners. 

The commandant busied himself from day to day in driljing his 
garrison, contriving schemes for adorning and embellishing the old 
castle, and checking the spread of the epidemic amongst the priso- 
ners and Foldiers. This malady which broke out in the castle, was 
for some time pronounced by our physicians a jail fever, but its 
extension amongst the garrison, and final communication to the 
citizens of Perote, (many of whom perished with it,) whilst it con* 
futed the decision of our leeches, puzzled the Mexican faculty 
what to determine it. A violent headache, accompanied by fever 
and immediate general prostration of the system, followed up in a 
few hours by delirium, were its general symptoms:. So sudden 
was the attack, and so rapid and agonizing its stages, that suspi- 
cions began to gain ground even in the capital, that foul play had 
been used on us, and poison employed to complete what the musket 
had spared. 

Santa Anna, informed of these rumours, manifested the deepest 
sensibility to them, despatching an express to the castle, urging on 
•the governor every expedient he could devise to afrest its progress. 
At his urgent solicitation and command, our physicians were united 
with the medical staff of the castle and town in post mortem ex- 
aminations of such as had died, and their inquest, accompanied by 
certificates of the general discipline of the prison remitted to him. 

Amongst the many diverting sanitary regulations promulgated 
by the governor and his medical advisers, not the least amusing 
was one interdicting us from the use of water before 12 a. m., 
either for washing or drinking. In lieu of this Washingtonian 
beverage, we were supplied every morning with abundance of ex- 
cellent coSee, and, for some days, homceopathic doses of brandy, that 
materially tended to recommend our change of regimen. Chili 
and nourishing soups were ali^o added to the catalogue of our diet; 
so that all were prone to be friends with the epidemic, so long as 
it refrained to fasten directly upon themselves. 

No intermission of labour was allowed such as were well, and 
notwithstanding their great anxiety to check the disease at the 
earliest period of its appearance, the most decided premonitories 
were required precedent to sending the patient to the hospital. 
Our chains, too, were in no instance dispensed with, unless in case 
of illness; and, from repeated searches of our persons and rooms, 
the stock of instruments for removing them at ni^ht became so 
alarmingly diminished, that we resolved to wear them patiently, 
sooner than provoke the loss of things so indispeusable to our 
future escape. 

The weather in this valley, since the Ist of November, con- 
tinued cold and chilly, rain falling, with very few exceptional 
every day. The thunder-storms that occur here are the most ma^ 
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nifieent and soblime conceivable. Enormous masses of c1oiid«« 
drifting up from the coast, with racehorse speed, and piling them- 
selves bank on bank, from the lowest mountain spurs, up and around 
the peaks of Orizaba, Tepiacualca, and the Cofire of Perote, at one 
moment blazing with brilliant-lightning aloofi^ the uttermost wings 
of the horizon, revealing the ragged sides of the dark barrancaSf 
and the next waking every recess with bellowing thunder, whilst 
floods and flying mists dashed down upon the plains, were specta- 
cles of frequent grandeur that not even walls and cells could shut 
out from us. 

Christmas came, and with it the reminiscence of a tedious year's 
captivity, without one ray of hope to illumine the next that was to 
follow. This anniversary of our bloody struggle at Mier was too 
fresh in the minds of our jailers to admit us to a participation in the 
holy ceremonies with which themselves celebrated it We were 
accordingly left to drape it in the most dramatic hues of memory 
we could in our solitary dungeons. The following day being that 
of our surrender, we were let out, an indulgence we were at a loss 
to account for, as no display of triumph whatever was permitted to 
insult us by a reference to our disastrous capitulation. 

The month of January wore off in dull and monotonous confine- 
ment, relieved by such occasional toil as the elements without 
allowed us. A callous insensibility to the present, and gloomy 
despair of the future, seemed hourly stealing upon every heart, and 
the poetic fiction of being friends with our chains, promised, at no 
distant time, to be literally realized. Our very speculations grew 
as old and trite as our reminiscences, and the latest criticism on the 
governor's daughter, the castle's strength, or the officers' habits, 
was received with such yawns as time out of mind have strangled 
the thrice-told tale. The jest and song were utterly obsolete; 
puns and conundrums as hazardous as treason, and the most distant 
allusions to home or friends deprecated as heartless and insolent 
levity. One only theme was ever green, racy, and exhaustless, 
and that was vengeance, in some form, most direful upon our 
oppressors. Our numbers, amounting to bfit a few above a hun- 
dred and fifty, and these separated by sickness, divided daring day 
by different occupations, and lodged at night in separate cells, ren- 
dered any plan for a general rising utterly preposterous. Escape^ 
with most, seemed equally hopeless, from the country, as from the 
castle, not a solitary relaxation occurring in the lynx-eyed vigi- 
lance with which we were watched, sleeping or waking. There 
were times when the desperate talked of the magazine, and one 
common destruction ; but this, beside its impracticability of being 
reached, was known to contain, but a slender stock of powder, and 
too remote from the occupied parts of the castle to effect the de- 
struction meditated. 

February came and went, with little beyond its storms and cdd. 



Digitized by 



Google 



PEISONflBS OF PfiROTfl. 121 

to vary the usual rootioe of our prison life. The epidemic ceased 
towards the close of the month, and the invalids returned from the 
town to the castle, to render up their languid and emaciated frames 
to other and less enviable sufferings. 

Their incipient convalescence (they told us), was devoted to 
various plans of escape from the hospital, but such was the fidelity 
of their guards, (without whose connivance all attempts were hope- 
less,) that their proposals were denounced, and a stricter watch 
kept over them until they were able to be removed. The fear of 
Santa Anna's vengeance predominates in the minds of his soldiers 
over every instinct of humanity or avarice. 

The 1st of March we could not fail fo observe an unusual de- 
meanour on the part of the Mexican officers towards us. Their com- 
Diands heretofore issued in mild and courteous tones were suddenly 
substituted by harsh and peremptory mandates, accompanied by 
oaths and angry expressions of look and manner. Whilst receiving 
our rations at noon, we were furthef surprised by discovering a 
piece of artillery drawn up at the northern terminus of the street, 
and so directed as to range the avenue on which our celts were 
situated. Additional sentries were every where on duty, and as 
soon as our dinner was through with, we were ordered into oar 
rooms and locked up. At dark, a line of patrols were stationed 
outside, whose hails were repeated at frequent intervals through 
the night, and when morning came, we could see the whole gar- 
rison drawn up and under arms. These formidable precautions 
were soon afler explained by the governor in person, who, after 
dismissing his array, came to inform us how vigilant he was, and 
how futile and fatal would be any renewal of the attempt to rise 
upon our guard. It was with difficulty we prevailed on the old 
gentleman to believe he had been made the victim of an idle hoax, 
nor did bis fears and superfluous vigilance subside for some time 
-After. 

On the dd instant, Mr. Ogden, a Mier prisoner, received bis 
liberty and passport, and on the 4th, thirteen of our companions 
who bad been left in Mexico reached the town of Perote on their 
way to Vera Cruz. On the 11th, General Waddy Thompson, the 
American Minister, made us a visit on his road to the United 
' States. Ho expressed the deepest sympathy in our misfortunes, 
but beside confirming the reported armistice between Mexico and 
Texas, could furnish us with no other information in regard to our 
destinies. No provision in reference to us had been so much as 
alluded to in the armistice, and no eflbrts that he was apprised of, 
open or secret, >were making by our country for the amelioration of 
our lot Deserted and abandoned by those to whom alone we were 
entitled to look for sympathy and succour, our fortitude did not ' 
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desert us, but, Derved for the worst, we thanked the gfenerous 
American for his successful exertions in behalf of our more Anr- 
tunate comrades, and bade him adieu. 



CHAPTER XX. 

Release of the Bexar prisoners — Remarks upon their treatment — Elscape 
of sixteen prisoners — Confusion of the garrison and rage of the 

fovernor — Mode of escape — Committee of safety and vigilance — * 
letter from General Jackson — Santa Anna's lady — Letter from 
General Green — Sham fight and participation of prisoners— Re. 
capture of seven of the fugitives — Depositions — Adornment of the 
catitle— Release of the author. 

On the 23d of March, an order was received from the govern- 
ment directing the release of the Bexar prisoners. This clemency 
was the fruit of the assiduous importunity of General Waddy 
Thompson, whose zealous and untiring efibrts for the liberation of a 
hapless and unrecognised body of captives, entitle him to the 
highest meed of enlightened philanthropy* 

An unoffending and peaceable class of citizens, engaged in the 
prosecution of civil and domestic pursuits, they had been surprised 
in their distant homes by a cowardly and marauding banditti, and 
torn from their families and fireside-altars to grace the triumph of 
their craven captor. Since then they had l»en detained by the 
dictator in his dungeons for sixteen months, without other warrant 
than his own wanton love of tyranny and inhumanity. For every 
pound of fetters we wore, a Mexican soldier's life had already 
atoned. But no widow or orphan's wail appealed to the vengeance 
of their country against a solitary individual of this unfortunate 
corps. They had scarcely resisted when assailed, been submissive 
and subordinate on their march, and during their imprisonment, and 
yet had been made to endure enormities which the pen recoils 
from inditing. Our greatest charge against the tyrant, was his 
aanction of the vile perfidy of his subaltern Ampudia, in violating 
the solemn stipulations of the surrender. This was a contempt of 
all the laws of chivalry and civilized war, only worthy of the 
Mexican nation and their dishonoured chief. But we had ravaged 
his territory; pillaged his towns, and butchered his soldiery sent to ^ 
expel us. There was a degraded but still a human motive lor his 
severity towards us. In the other case there was no justification 
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in reason, humanity, or revenge itself, for his barbarous retention 
and oppression of these men. None was ever pretended to be 
plead, and none can be produced but from the punic ,code of 
Mexican policy. 

Before r^eiving their passports, the conditions of their release 
required ffrnn them an oath they would not again bear arms in the 
contest between Texas and Mexico. This form being observed, 
they were ordered to pack up their little mockery of baggage, and 
after a mournful and tearful leave of us, turned out upon the plains 
to find their way back to their desolate homes as they could best 
contrive. Van Ness, who had been a Santa Fe Pri^ner, was de- 
tained a fortnight later ; and at the end of that time received his 
credentials and departed. 

Ou the nu)rning of the 26th, the castle was the scene of one of 
the most amusing and fantastic hubbubs ever witnessed inside its 
venerable precincts. 

On opening one of the cells in which the prisoners were con- 
fined, it was discovered that sixteen out of the twenty-seven in- 
mates were missing. The astonished turnkey, who had securely 
locked them in on the previous evening, instantly discovered the 
enormous reduction of his charge, and in answer to his breathless 
inquiries of their wher'eabouts, was pointed to a huge hole in the 
corner, some two feet in diameter, and of incomprehensible depth 
and direction. Stunned with amazement and apprehension, he 
could only stare down the gloomy labyrinth for a time, tlien bounded 
out of the door, shouting at the top of his voice as he ran towards 
the governor, " LosTejanos ban salido! — Los Tejanos eslan bajo el 

fastillo ! — Los Tejanos ban escapade !^' In a minute the bells were 
lattering away in their turrets with a fury that threatened to 
bring them to the ground ; the cry to arms was heard from a hun- 
dred voices — the drums beat to quarters — and the whole garrison 
vffke forming — mostpf the officers (and the commandant amongst 
them) rushing to their post,? in a disahbille we decline to particu- 
larize. For near twenty minutes this scene of martial preparation 
was going on for a rencontre with a foe, whose mysterious invisi- 
bility rendered him tenfold more dreaded. At length the com- 
mandant, having obtained some clue to the monstrous occurrence, 
marched boldly up at the head of about fifty men with their 
muskets cocked and at a charge, and forming thejn carefully in 
front of the open cells, entered brandishing hi^ drawn sword 
amongst the survivors of the escapada. These poor fellows, think- 
ing their doom was sealed and their executioners ready, were 
ranged against the farthermost wall of their dungeon, silently and 
dejectedly awaiting their fate. 

Halting hear the threshold, and regarding the immovable forms 
before him with mingled rage and 9Q8picion, the old man dumanded 
where and how their companions were concealed. With their 
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ejret fixed on the soldiers outside, the interrogator had tbrice to 
repett his inquiry before the abstracted Texans deigned him a 
reply. Nodding to the gaping aperture, which was barely vtsible 
from where the governor stood, they left the sequel to his sympa- 
thetic imasination. Slowly approaching it, and scruUwzing the 
features ot his informants as he advanced as distrustnn of some 
stratagem, he peered into the abyss, and all fiirther doubts were at 
once solved. 

The hole which had been cut through the cement floor of the 
cell, penetrated the earth perpendicularly down. An officer being 
despatched outside, discovered after a long search its iebouehwre 
ascending through the reeds of the moat, which on that side of the 
castle was kept free of water for purposes of health and preserva- 
tion of the wall. The foundation was estimated to reach some - 
four feet below the bottom of the moat, and our men were com- 
pelled from its immense thickness to undermine it. They had been 
engaged about six weeks in the enterprise, working at night, and 
hiding the loose earth as they dug it under the platform of boards 
on which they slept; and. this so secretly and securely that most 
of their room-mates protest in the most solemn manner to the 
present hour their ignorance of the affair until the morning after 
their escape. 

It is impossible to depict the rage and distress of the commandant, 
when made sensible, by the descent of one of his men, that the 
fugitives were not concealed in the hole, but actually outside and 
away. He by turns stormed, raved, threatened, and wept. Having 
despatched various parties, mounted and on foot, in pursuit, he 
retired to^the cell to vent his displeasure on the remainder of itai^ 
inmates. These he denounced alternately as scoundrels and fools; 
the former, that they concealed and aided the toils of their com- 
panions, and the latter, because they had not acted like men of senje 
and fied also. The unhappy subjects of his rage stoutly denied his firet 
accusation, but covertly plead guilty to the last. In the first ebul-, 
lition of his wrath he ordered every prisoner (but the carpenters 
engaged in his workshops) to be chained in pairs, threatening the 
hapless accomplices of those who had fled with speedy and inevita- 
ble death. The officers who had charge of our cells were instantly 
arrested and confined, and the utmost vengeance of the Dictator 
denounced against them. In his paroxysms of lamentation he 
several times alluded to the penalties that would attach to him 
personally, involving a certain loss of rank and command, and pos- 
sibly a more capital infliction. Some ten days after, the old gen- 
tleman affected to have received a despatch from Santa Anna, 
amongst whose other contents he asserted was a statement from 
the Dictator, that the arrival of the news of this transaction found 
him witl^a signed and sealed order for our general release in his 
hands, which was forthwith used to light his cigarrito. We had 
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too often been galled with such hiilf^formed intentions respecting 
(18, to place any confidence in the governor's statement, knowing 
Santa Anna was not fkin to be governed by such capricious pretexts 
in cases like our own. 

The new committee of safety who succeeded to the custody of 
us, (comprising some of the most experienced officers and subal- 
terns of the garrison,) maintained a diligent and lynx-eyed scrutiny 
of our persons and cells, that destroyed all further hopes of another 
successful burrow. Morning and evening, this solemn delegation, 
armed with sticks, swords, and bayonets, visited our quarters, and, 
after a Bow Street exan^nation of our persons, proceeded to search 
every cranny and fissure in the walls and floor, sounding and pick- 
ing the whole surface of the cells, as though they were supposed 
to contain as many secret passages and traps as a feudal stronghold. 
In these examinations, several of our fellows who had managed to 
win upon their confidence, afifected to assist, pointing out little 
crevices they had themselves scratched, and producing lumps of 
earth they brought from without, as proo& of further plots against 
the repair of the fortress. 

Sunday's mail, of April the 7tb, brought us the copy of a letter, 
said to be on its way to Santa Anna from General Andrew Jackson, 
interposing in our behalf. An application from so distinguished 
and virtuous a quarter revived new hopes in our almost callous 
hearts, and cheered the despondent with something near an as- 
surance of freedom. But for General Jackson, Santa Anna would 
now have been sleeping at the foot oif a Texan gibbet, or sweating 
under the drud^ry.to which a more untoward fate had consigned 
^e victims of his policy. 

The 20th being the saint's day of the president's lady, largesses 
of money, and little comforts, were distributed through the castle, 
amongst the soldiers and prisoners. Those bestowed upon the 
prisoners, we considered very personal in their character; being 
three cents' worth of soap to the man, with the privilege of imme- 
diately using it in renoyatinjf our complexions in the moat. All 
distinguished families in li^xico have their tutelary saints, to 
whom a shrine is erected in their mansions, and their festivals 
kept, with an elegance and magnificence proportioned to the re- 
sources of the devotee. Strong rivalries are thus excited between 
the especial worshippers of the difierent santos of the calendar, and 
presents and alms liberally distributed, to obtain ecltU for their anni- 
versaries. The Lady Santa Anna, by universal testimony, deserved 
herself to be canonised, being renowned for all the virtues and hu- 
manities that adorn the most chaste and elevated standards of 
female worth. Over the relentless selfishness of her husband, she 
is reported to have enjoyed no ordinary supremacy, mitigating the 
rigour of his resentments, and saving him from the comrmtssion of 
numberless atrocities, by the influence of her benevolent counsels. 

11* 
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She 18 recently dead, but embalmed in the afl^tionate regrets of 
the Mexican people, and consecrated in the esteem and gratitode 
of all the unfortunate whom her tireless charities have uded and 
relieved. 

A letter from General Thomas Green, (who had escaped from 
Perote previous to our arrival, and reached home in safety,) advised 
us that the Texan Congress had appropriated funds for our relief, 
which had been remitted at the date of his couomunication. Had 
they ever reached their destination, they would materially have 
contributed to lighten our sufferings, as many suffered from want 
of the most common articles of dress appropriate to the season. 
Though they never arrived, there was something consolatory in 
the assurance conveyed that we were not forgotten and abandoned 
by our countrymen. 

On the evening of the 27th, we were permitted to witness from 
behind the pickets of the moat, a grand review of the garrii^n, con- 
cluded with a sham attack on the castle from a party outside. The 
feints, advances, retreats, and sorties, were managed pretty much 
as usual, and without any important loss or advantage on either 
side. Being so situated as to be debarred from uniting in the 
assault on the cat^tle, we turned our puissant arms in its defence, 
and aided no little in repelling the assailants with showers of clods, 
whenever they approached with in reach. Being encouraged by 
the old governor Irom the wall, in this voluntary and unexpected 
co-operation with his forces, we took occasion to disperse a torlorn 
hope, who were nearing an imaginary^ breach in the wall, by knock- 
ing down a corporol and private, with pebbles we obtained from the 
ditch. This unexpected charge produced an immediate cessation * 
of hostilities, ahd our enraged commandant displayed his Mexican 
gratitude, by withdrawing us from the field, and threatening us all 
with the calaboose. Our slingers were in chains, or the enemy's 
loss would have proved much more serious. 

By the 1st of May, seven of the sixteen prisoners who had 
escaped were retaken and brought back to the castle. They had 
lefl at nine o'clock p. m., and parting outside in squads of two and 
three, pursued different directions. Some started for Tampico; 
some down the highway, to overtake the Bexar prisoners, who had 
been liberated at Perote; others returned to Pueblo, apd the capital 
itself. These latter were enabled, by goinff directly to the least- 
suspected places* to lie concealed until the ^st Riry of pursuit had 
spent itself, when procuring passports, disguises, and money, from 
friendly sources, they lefl the country without challenge. 

The depositions of those recaptured were taken immediately on 
their arrival at the castle. Upon being sworn, they revealed all 
the circumstances attending their break, deposing explicitly to 
having been employed six weeks in the operation of cutting out 
These statements, instead of being recorded by the secretary as 
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they were delivere<3 and interpreted, were entered upon his mi- 
nutes so as to make the time occupied in cutting the hole three 
day?, in place of the number of weeks they had confessed to. This 
perversion of testimony being adopted to secure from responsibility 
the officers under arrest for neglect of duty. By such barefaced 
perjury and forgery of clerk and commission, did the tyrant's slaves 
elude his resentment. 

Santa Anna had long been expected at Perote from his estate, 
on his way to the capital. Every preparation that could flatter his 
vanity (from such a source) had been studiously made by the 
governor and garrison for his reception. Our labours in repairing 
and beautifying the fortress with paint, paving, and whitewash, 
had been stimulated by every incentive they dared offer u», and 
early in May the whole was completed. The soiled and blackened 
walls of the old buildiog glistened with the hues of the new-fallen 
snow ; the court of the central square was paved with cement, and 
coloured the deepest crimson ; crumbling masonry was reset, broken 
doors renewed, verandahs repainted, and all things put in trimmest 
array for the expected visit 

The 16th of May brought an order for the author's release, which 
release was a's unexpected to me as it was mysterious to all the 
prisoners within the walls of this hateful place. No hint of an ap- 
plication having been made in my favour was ever named, nor did 
I know that my friends were using any exertions to procure my 
liberty. And after a painful parting with the comrades whose 
varied and mutual fortunes he has thus far feebly traced, he left 
the castle and took quarters for the night in the neighbouring town 
of Peroie. 

As the remainder of this narrative will embrace his personal ad- 
ventures and observations in Mexico, an appropriate change of 
style will be adopted in their relation. ^ 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

Return to Mexico— Chang^os since the conqnett— The lakei— 'Archi- 
tecture — DrcM of the upper classef^Mezican ladj — Her Donzella 
— Cailes — Creoles— Negroes and Indians — Character, condition, and 
employment of the latter. 

SoMBTHiifO more than ten days had elapsed since my liberation 
from Perote, when I found myself comfortably installed in the 
house of a friend, a short distance removed from the great plaza of 
the capital. I had reached the city by the usual route ^om the 
east, after a fatiguing journey, through which the squalor of my 
apparel and appearance were ample protection against any an- 
noyances of travel but those which are every where incident to a 
tattered garb and slender purse. 

The country over which I had previously been driven an abject 
captive at the point of the bayonet, I now trod with the leisure of 
a lord, and the buoyant heart of newborn freedom. And who that 
has ever seen the morning smile, the noontide sleep, or the sunset 
glory of a Mexican May, need be told the magical loveliness in 
which earth, air, and sky looms at such a season. The vast and 
dreary torpor of its desert mountains, the music of their silver 
streamlets, the wild retreats of their dark banditti, the gemmed 
beauty and fragrant breath of the flowered plains, the lakes of 
tremulous crystal, dimpling under the dropping dew of tall flowers, 
whose opened chalices of gold and silver margin their shores, and 
over all its clear, vapourless, and unflecked skies, glistening in 
pensive light and loveliness, as soft as 

Future joys to ^ey*8 eye. 

Over charms like these and numerous others, i^vhoee glowing 
enchantment defy delineation, the step of the traveler is wooed and 
detained at every advance towards the , proud and picturesque 
metropolis. Though toiling near it for months, imprisoned within 
its outskirts, and circuiting its suburbs on two occasions, I was 
now for the first ti^e inside its majestic maze of palaces and 
temples. 
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Three centuries have elapsed since this magnificent valley (near 
one hundred and fifty miles in circumference), with its no less 
magnificent capital^ passed from the hands of its aboriginal masters 
into those of their Spanish conquerors. With the fall of the 
^upire of this interesting people, the destruction of their monu- 
^kits of art and civilization have kept pace, until, between the 
superstition, avarice, and change of their successors, but few ves- 
tiges remain to bear witness to their ancient refinement and en- 
terprise. The visiter who looks to find the modern city the same 
lake-born Tenochtitlan of olden time, perched in the centre of 
inland seas, and accessible from the surrounding continent by great 
dikes and causeways, or streeted with canals whose sluggish 
waters are traversed by gondolas and bucentaurs, will be far from 
realizing his antique dreams of the Montezumas' Venice. When 
the last of this confiding and doomed line of monarcbs stood upon 
the summit of his great temple, and displayed to the greedy eyes 
of tho pirate Cortes, the splendour of his city and the surrounding 
creations, its canals and aqueducts, its groves and floating gardens, 
its pictorial palaces and barbaric shrines, it was a higher specimen 
of gorgeous architecture and poetic landscape than the Spanish 
substitute that now occupies its site. 

Its subjugation and pillage was followed l^ a Vandal destruction, 
that aimed to obliterate every landmark of its former features from 
the memory of contemporaneous generations, or the rescue of 
succeeding ones. The priest and the soldier vied with each other 
in the work of desolation, and what was spared by the ferocity of 
the one was devoted by the bigotry of the other. Its houses were 
levelled as its conquest advanced, the torch was applied to the 
palace and temple, when their sack was completed, and the remain- 
mg ruins that neither powder nor flame could consume, flung into 
the lakes and canals, to choke and destroy them. 

The adjacent lakes of Chaico and Tezcoco, Zumpango and San 
Christoval, once the flowery and bubbling vases of its mountain 
streams, above whose afi9uent depths armed brigantines rode, 
though still remaining, are drained and shrunken, until their 
midst are but pools for the wading fisherman, and their sliores 
marshy coverts for wild-fowl. 

The levels of these lakes are many feet above that of the city, 
over which they were wont at distant periods to pour their swollen 
waters, in destructive inundations* A recurrence of this calamity 
is now provided against by a gigantic desagua (or sewer), that 
empties their dangerous accumulations into the river Tula, whence 
they are discharged without injury to the valley. Haciendas and 
villages, embowered in luxuriant foliage, still dot their shores, and 
the canals that connect them with the capital are filled from dawn 
till sunset with innumerable Indian skifiTs, bearing their rich pro- 
ducts to the city markets. 



Digitized by 



Google 



180 PEISONBRS OF PBROTE. ^ 

For its extent of splendkl and massive architectare, Mexico has 
no rival on the continent, and is unsurpassed by any city of Europe 
in the beauty, regularity, and general effect of its arrangement 
Its population cannot be accurately fixed at less than two hundred 
thousand souls, exclusive of the numbers who swarm within iUL 
gates during the day, from the towns in the vicinity. Of thea^ 
perhaps, one-fifth are l^peros, an unclean, vicious, and miserable 
class of beggars, who inhabit the hovels of the outskirts, infesting 
every point of the city with their presence, begging, stealing, rob- 
bing, and assassinating, as hunger and opt>ortunity may incite them. 
But the great mass of its edifices (aside from its palaces, convents, 
monasteries, cathedrals, and public oflSces,) are embraced in squares 
of uniformity, built of stone in the most solid and durable form, and 
painted with the gayest colours. Their dwellings are admirably 
adapted to the genial climate that surrounds them, having fi-om 
two to three stories of height, enclosing a patois or square court, 
and adorned in front by arches and balconies filled with fruit and 
fiower trees, whilst the whole is surmounted by the azotea or flat- 
tiled roof, crowned with bloom, the favourite resort of the fitmilj 
during these nights of perennial beauty and mildness. Nothing 
can exceed the ordinary seclusion and privacy of these residences, 
nor their brilliant appearance on holidays, when, flung open from 
pavement to terrace, they disclose throngs of lovely and richly- 
clad women, curtained by gorgeous tapestries of satin and velvet. 

The dress of the wealthy and fashionable classes of Mexico, 
excel, in splendour and costliness, that of any people in the world, 
whose style of costume, in any degree, assimilates to their own. 
From the breaking out of the revolution, the popularity of the army 
has been so ascendant as to leave but a limited portion of the lay 
gentry unentitled to the use of the uniform. Generals, colonels, 
majors, and captains, are more common here than in the United 
States ; and, besides, the numbers of those who have served and 
retired on pensions or ofilces, all who have ever held commissions, 
seem to arrogate tlie privilege of sporting the insignia of their 
former rank. Hence, uniforms, stiff wiih gold and embroidery, 
encounter you at every step, whilst the fanciful and more graceful 
attire of the civic elegant, frogged, laced, bedizened, and tasselled, 
loose nothing by comparison with their martial rivals. 

Standing in her balcony, attired for the holiday, the drive, or her 
devotions, the Mexican lady reflects the full power of the best 
combination of foreign and native costume. Her Parisien gown, 
falling short in its (embroidered skirts of her well-turned ankles and 
feet, (delicate almost to deformity,) and clothed in the invariable 
satin slipper and silken stockings, her rich lace mantilla, revealing ^ 
a border of -bar raven hair, and depending in graceful fokls down 
the voluptuoua line of her rounded proportions, her ears, neck, and 
fingers, shining with the blaze of diamonds, and her dimpled hand 
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clutching the pictured fan, the wand of the fair enchantress, before 
whose coquettish wave all hearts sink subdued, are the outlines of 
a style, below which the opulent and tonnish never venture- a broad. 

At some other portal of the house, may bo seen her donzella, 
luxuriating in the freedom and fancy of the national dishabille. 
Her stinted petticoat of gaudy hue, challenges a more extended 
survey of her white clocked stockings and flowered slippers, whilst 
the moulded outline it drapes below, disdaining all restraint above 
tho waist, smiles through a snowy chemise of worked linen cam- 
bric, like pensive lights through silver mist Her plaited hair 
hangs down between her round, brown shoulders, and should she 
eo out, a long figured shawl or r^>080 envelopes her person and 
features to the eyes, whose dazzling brilliance and liquid tender- 
ness it were profane to hide. 

In the streets of the capital, (as throughout the republic,) the 
variety of hues into which their castes run, destroys every thing 
like a national complexion in the people. Prior to the revolution, 
the native Spaniards, (called Chapetones,) not exceeding a hundred 
thousand in numbers, not only enjoyed the exclusive authority and 
wealth of the country, but deported themselves as beings of a supe- 
rior order, openly asserting the inferiority of other classes, and de- 
Dying them all honours or liberal occupations. To be tokitet was then 
a badge of rank, and so arrogantly was it esteemed, that Europeans 
and their immediate descendants styled themselves par excellence, 
the gente de razon, in contradistinction to all other amalgamations of 
race. The fall of the Spanish power was followed by the expulsion 
of nearly all these people from the country, and the- confiscation of 
their property. The few who still linger are objects of perpetual 
jealousy, and only allowed to exist under the strictest surveillance 
from the government. Notwithstanding all political distinctions, 
founded on colour, were formally abolished by the revolution, the 
ancient prejudices on this head are still maintained in the establish- 
ment of social rank, and great importance attached and conceded 
to the nearest approach to European blood and complexion. The 
Creoles, who assert in this view the supremacy claimed by the 
Spaniards, are estimated at near a million in nuiflberj and though 
but the smallest portion of these are free from a mixture of Indian 
blood, they still form a privileged caete, with whom is lodged the 
civil, military, and ecclesiastical dignities of the country. 

Many of them, descended from the ancient- conquerors, enjoy 
titles and fortunes almost princely, being enriched by speculations 
in the mines, and enormous landed estates; from which they derive 
incomes adequate to the indulgence of the utmost splendour and 
ostentation. 

Next to them in a descending scale are the Mestizoes or mixed 
castes, some two millions and upwards in number, made up of every 
admixture of the primitive colours, of Indiait, negro, and white. 
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The union of the white with the Indian constitutes the mestizo; 
the white and neg^ro the mulatto; and the Indian and negro the 
zambo. The union of the white again with the mulatto produces 
the quateron ; the union of the quateron and white, the quinteron; 
and the ofl&pring of the white and quinteron is received and ac- 
counted as white. The negroes do not reach above a hundred 
thousand in number; whilst the Indians or aborigines are com- 
puted at more than four of their seven millions of population. 

These last constituting the mass of the physical force of the 
country, are kept in a state of ignorance, slavery, and degradation, 
in few respects better than the slaves of the United States. Nomi- 
nally entitled to political and personal freedom, and paying a consi- 
derable impost or capitation tax towards the support of the govern- . 
ment, they are literally the hewers of wood and drawers of water 
for the rest of their countrymen. Oppressed and downtrodden, 
they are not unfrequently subjected to the lash on the estates they 
are empk)yed to cultivate. Out of their enormous total of four 
millions, less than a hundred thousand can read or write, and, with- 
out any prospective scheme for their enlightenment or regenera- 
tion, their future weight or control in the government may be 
estimated by a provision of the present constitution, which denies 
the right of suffrage to all the uneducated after the year 1850. 

For these the revolution has done nothing, or worse than nothing. 
The united mental degradation and religious superstition in whidt 
it found them remains unaltered; and an uninterrupted submission 
for centuries of slavery, seems to have rendered them indifferent 
to any higher aims than the gratitication of their simple and lowly 
wants of appetite. Steeped in a Helotism of which their constitu- 
tional rights are but a cruel mockery, their lives are passed between 
work and sleep, with no sympathies or speculations in contests, or 
institutions, save those imparted them by their bigoted priesthood, 
, or Ignorant magistracy. 

Their religion is of a part with their political darkness, the rites 
and idolatries of their ancient heathenism being strongly blent with 
their crude conceptions of the Christian faith. Their curas or rural 
clergy, their advisers, protectors, and defenders, against the injus- 
tice and persecution of their oppressors, are deeply fixed in their 
affections, and though strongly attached to the legendary Aztec 
superstitions, they yield to the Catholic creed whatever observance 
and reverence tlieir uncultivated minds can be brought to compre- 
hend. 

In their present specimens of painting and carving, they still 
evince much of their forefathers' talent and attachment to these 
arts; and in their love of flowers, festivals, and music, vindicate the 
taste and warmth of imagination ascribed to the poetic subjects of 
Montezuma. 

Grentle, grave, and patient, you meet them at every turn in the 
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metropolis, plodding about t)ie streets with their wares and mer- 
chandise, or grouped round the bazaars and pulque shops, chatting 
and drinking as reckless of the present as hopeless of the future. 
With huge panniers of vegetables, fruits, fowls, or fish, brought on 
their backs from ten miles* distance, and hawked from door to door 
till sold, they straight hie. with the petty proceeds to some chapel 
or dramshop, to spend in masses or drink, their only resource against 
the pinching hunger and want of to-morrow. ^ 



CHAPTER XXII. 

Plaza — Mont^— Passion for it amongst the Mezioani — Stoicism of the 
players — The cathedral — Mexican calendar^Amofing superstition 
connected with it — Virgin of Remedios — Archbi§hop*s and national 
palace — Chambers of the senate and deputies — Museum — Cortes and 
Alvaro — Indian picture — The eyangelistas — Mont^ Pio^Opera and 
Theatres — A tragedy in real life. 

The Plaza, or great square of Mexico, is fronted on the north by 
the cathedral and archbishop's palace, to the south of which lie the 
museum and market, on the east by the national palace, and on the 
west by the Parian or public bazaar, where every article of male or 
female dress in vogue amongst the people, is kept made for sale. 
Every interval of this square not occupied by these massive build* 
ings is filled up with arcades, under which are small fancy stalls 
of flowers, books, cutlery, and bijouterie, whilst above is the Mexi*- 
can palais royal of billiard and monte rooms. 

Tnis game of monte, so universally a passion with the people of 
the Sooth American continent, prevails in the form pf a. national 
monomania amongst the Mexicans. Citizens of all creeds and condi- 
tions regard it as a supreme enjoyment, whpse indulgence is bere^ 
ditary and fixed as the laws of their being. Proscribed by law, 
anathematised by their religion, and parrying its desolation and 
ruin to the door of every familjr ii^ the land, president, priest, judge, 
and lepero^ alike pursue it with unresisting avidity, until, so fsx 
from its practice being deemed infamous, eminent and wealthy 
oflScials are known tp furnish the capital of these banks, withoiit 
tho slightest dispai^gement to their standing or reputations. 

In every department, state, hamlet, and city, of the country, at 
the scene of every festival, civil or religious, on the hacienda and 
ranch, in the palace of the millionaire and the hut of the be^^far, 
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this game is introduced and played, with more or less hazard to its 
victims. Near a thousand of these dens are reputed to be daily 
open in the capital Every cluster of hovels in the suburbs has its 
shrine, whe^e tattered leperos stake at night the avails of their 
day's beggary, in the lowest forms of copper and silver. In the 
respectable cafes are those for silver alone, or gold and silver, 
whilst at such as are haunted by the more opulent, nothing but 
gold is played for, the stakers using ounces and doubloons as libe- 
rally as the cobbler risks his clacos and medios. These leading 
hells are said to be fitted up with taste and splendour, that vie in 
magnificence with any similar resorts in Europe. About them is 
flung an air of mystery and- seclusion that accords the homage of a 
veil over their moral flagrancy, but those near the Plaza affect rto * 
such privacy, being owned and rented b^ the municipal authorities, 
who derive enormous revenues from their illicit use. 

The early training and unintermittod habits of play, so prevalent 
in the very education of this people, beget an indifference to the 
most extravagant fluctuations of fortune that would shame the 
veteran habitue of Crockfbrd's. The re6ned nonchalance of the 
eaballero who baa staked and lost the last farthing of his ^rental, 
or it may be his patrimonial acres themselves, is quietly reflected 
fipom the tranquil features of the peon, who with similaj fortune 
and no less stoicism, has parted with the last rial that was to buy 
bread for his famished children. You look in vain from side to 
side of the lable on which this perilous traffic of chances is con- 
ducted for the shaded brow, the writhing lip, the blanched cheek, 
or exultant expression of banker or bettor. There is no acting in 
the perfect repose of the ruined, nor a twinkle of triumph in the 
eyes, or tremulous vibration of the nerves, of him who pouches his 
sudden thousands. Where the Turkish fatalist would tear his 
beard, or the phlegmatic Briton seek relief in suicide, the philo- 
sophic Mexican lights his cigarito, and betakes himself unmoved to 
some new adventure. Calm as his glorious climate outside, whe- 
ther fortune woo or disdain him, not a sigh, a smile, or exclama- 
tion, reveals his reverse or success. 

NotbTng can be more enchanting, as nothing is more universal 
with all who visit Mexico, than a view of the city from the lofty 
•tower of the cathedral. The exterior of this edifice, though im- 
posing, is far from realizing that purity of the Gothic style that 
several olher churches of the republic can boast. It covers an area 
of five hundred feet in depth, oy four hundred front^ and in the 
magnificence of its proportions and the splendour of its decorations, 
extorts the admiration of all who behold it As a single specimen 
of the epormous wealth of the interior, the main altar and choir is 
surrounded by a r<^iling five feet high and two hundred feet in cir- 
cumference, of massive thickness, ^d composed of solid gold tad 
silver, and surmoui^ted at short distances with silver statues of 
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saints and apostles, for holding tapers during the service. The 
altar itself is of pure silver, wrought and cha^ in the most heaif- 
tiful style,' and cove'red with a profusion of weighty vessels of gold 
and silver of countless value. Above, in a miniature temple, is the 
genuine figure of the Virgin of Remedios, wearing a dress of dia- 
monds and precious stones, whose lowest value is estimated at 
three millions of dollars. 

LeiEining against a buttress of one of the towers outside, is a 
great circular mass of basalt, called the El Relox de Montezuma, or 
watch of Montezuma. This is the famous calendar of which so 
many learned descriptions and translations have been furnished to 
Ui6 world by the antiquarians who have seen it. It was disinterred 
in the. Plaza, and is covered with astronomical symbols and 
' hieroglyphics,, illustrating the progress of the aborigines in tt^e 
fcitence of astroiioilay. Both the sculpture and accuracy of its 
computations are thought greatly to excel those of any similar 
monuments of iart penected by the Greeks or Romans. This 
calendar but represents half the year, the remaining segment being 
contained on a similar stone, which is reported to lie at the depth 
of about twelve feet from the surface, beneath a pedestal support- 
ing a cross, near the cathedral. Superstition has kept it there, 
and superstition will hold it locked m its sepulchre, until the ad- > 
vance of^an enlightened sentiment emancipates the public mind 
from its unworthy thraldom. In connexion with these and other 
carved stones found in various parts of this valley. Baron Humboldt 
relates an amusing superstition, growing out of their imperfect 
calculations, that prevailed amongst the aborigines. 

At the termination of their cycle of fifty-two years, they be- 
lieved the sun would be extinguished, and in his stead their evil 
Syda would descend and destroy the earth. Unlike the Latter 
ay Saints of modern times, they looked for an indiscriminate 
destruction, maugre all Apocalyptic exceptions of sanctity^ election, 
ascension robes, or other accessories of escape. 

On the arrival of the portentous day that concluded their^great 
cycle, the sacred fires of their temples were extinguished, their 
propertv destroyed, their garments rent in twain, and the whole 
land filled to its uttermost extremities with howls and execrations 
of despair. A solemn compunction and dread sprung 4]p in the 
minds of the men from their women, believing that the latter were 
to be transformed into ferocious beasts that would unite with the 
coming demons, and revenge themselves on their fiiith less husbands 
and lovers, for their injustice and neglect Such as were pregnant 
were objects of peculiar horror, and these they covered with dis- 
guises and locked up, to prevent their recognition and alliance 
with their foes. When the night of the last day arrived, the 

Eriests clothed themselves in the dress of their idols, and followed 
y the frantic populace, went out in procession to a mountain six 
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miles from Mezica This procession was termed the New Fire, 
and bavinff ascended to the summit of the mountain, they watched 
until the Pleiades ascended to the zenith, and then commenced a 
sacrifice of human victims. A man was laid upon his back on the 
altar of sacrifice, and his heart covered with a wooden shield, 
which the priest ignited bv friction. As soon as the victim was 
killed, a machine to kindle fire was put in motion over the shield 
on his breast When a blaze was thus created, it was com- 
municated to a pile of combustibles previously prepared, whose 
illumination was a signal to those in the city and on the look-out, 
that the gods had reprieved the world and its inhabitants for 
another cvcle. Couriers stationed near each other, communicated 
this joyful intelligence to the despairing populace of every village 
in the empire, and the sun that rose 6n the morrow in confirination 
of their pardon, was hailed and celebrated by acclamations and 
feasts. 

The archbishop's and president's palaces are large but unadorned 
buildings, with less architectural pretension than taste and sumptu- 
ousness in their interior furnish. Behind the national palace stands 
the Capitol, or halls of the Senate and ChanU>er of Deputies, com- 
modious and handsome apartments ; and in their immediate vicinity 
the mint, where most of the coinage of the republic is executed. 

A gloomy and monastic pile close by is pointed out as the prison 
of the Inquisition, within whose dark and vaulted recesses the 
murders and tortures of that bloodstained and pitiless tribunal 
were of old inflicted. r 

The National Museum, dedicated to the preservation of the par- 
simonious fragments of Mexican art and history which have been 
recovered from the wreck of the past, is a splendid suite of apart- 
ments, but exhibiting the most culpable ne^^lect in the custodian 
to whom they are committed. Portraits of the viceroys and old 
Spanish monarchs, fragments of thrones and armour, are jumbled 
i^ithout order or arrangement, amongst Mexican idols, mummies, 
masks, and monster& Vases and altars, cups and monkish manu- 
scripts, antique Spanish coins, and Indian drums and whistles, lie 
about in grotesque disorder, challenging as much labour in their 
inspection, as was devoted to their exhumation and collection. By 
far the most interesting relic to all but the archceological en- 
thusiast, are the veritable suits of mail of Cortes and Alvara 
They are both plain and simple steel harness, ^nd that of the 
former adapted to the frame of a man of medium height and or- 
dinary proportions. A genuine likeness of Cortes in his viceroyal 
dress, is likewise amongst the portraits, portraying the cha- 
racteristic dignity and firmness of the martial bigot, who swam 
through such incarnadine seas of human butchery, to win this 
glorious empire to the cross and crown of Spain. Opposite his 
picture hangs a large gold frame, covere<> with glass, containing' 
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the banner, under which he had fought his bloody conflicts, atid 
under whose holy si^ all his enormities were perpetrated. It 
represents the celestial Virgin on a field of crimson silk, surrounded 
with stans, and blazoned with the inscription of Constantme, 

In hoe signo vinces. 

Near it, and arranged as though to mock the affected sanctity of 
the hero and hia naotto, is an Indian painting, illustrating one out 
of the many crueltijes employed to strike terror into the hearts of 
the simple people whom he had subjugated. In one corner it 
repreisents the Conqueror, accompanied by Donna Marina, his 
Miexicaif mistress. The latter holds a rosary suspended from her 
uplifl^ haiid, raised in an attftude of supplication, whilst her lover 
8een)6 in the act of issuing a command, whose execution is ex- 
plained by the remaining figures of the group. These. exhibit a 
Spanish soldier holding by a long chain attached to a ferocious 
bloodhound, whose fangs are fixed in the' throat of an Indian. The 
colours faithfiilly delineate the horror and suflfering of ^he victim, 
who, with hair erect, and mouth, and eves distended, seems the 
'very embodiment of mortal anguish. The streaming blood, and 
gashes on various portions of the body, make out the rude but 
eloquent narrative of the savage record. 

Amongst the multitudes that throng the vicinity of the Parian, 
and gossip and traffic round its numerous shops, the evangelistas 
or professional letter-writers, attract no inconsiderable attention 
from the curious stranger. Seated on low portable stools on the 
edge of the pavement, a board across their knees for a writing-desk, 
on which is ink and various piles of coloured paper, these grave, 
learned, and confidential scribes are to be found, ever at their post, 
ready to indite missives of business or sentiment, as the humour of 
the applicants require. Poetry or proje, a billet-doux or a sonnet, 
an elegy or epitaph, are equally within their line, and all or any 
executed with, an expedition commensurate with the necessity of 
the case. Their clerkly apparel of sable frocks and slouched 
hats, their intellectual, sympathizing, sentimental expression of 
countenance; their pantomimic tact, ready apprehension, and quiet 
tones, all conspire to win their way at dnce to the confidence of 
such as feel dependent on their craft A fund of entei^inment is 
open to the idle observer, who cares to note the language of eyes 
and gesticulation that passes between one of these amanuenses and 
a customer. Cheaply and eAciently do they supply the remissness 
of the schoolmaster, to many an unfortunate wight and damsel, 
delineating the most majestic or tender emotions of the soul, at 
prices so reduced as to render such records accessible to all who 
crave them. Should the matter to be commupicated be one of 
distress, the evangelilsta can scarce proceed for his sympathetic 

12* 
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•ensibility ; should it prove a blushing narrative of passion, the 
insinuating delicacy of his glances reassures and sustains the 
timid narrator ; and if rage or disdain be its theme, it is easy to 
interpret from his flashing eye and rapid chirography, how fully 
embarked he feels in the services of his employer. Treasurers of 
more numerous and important secrets than the confessor, they 
come to be held in great regard, and rarely are they passed without 
the most affectionate recognition by such as have been the re- 
cipients of their aid. 

The palace of Cortes, said to be erected on the ruins of that of 
Montezuma, is now appropriated to the use of the Monte Pio, or 
national pawnbrbker institution. This establishment, richly en- 
dowed ana managed by a board of directors, is reputed to be admi- 
nistered with great fidelity and impartiality, dispensing its benefi- 
cent relief to the needy thousands whose daily exigencies drive 
them to its counter. Every species of valuable and property_^that 
is not perishable in its nature, is appraised at a fair valuation when 
presented here, and the amount (exclusive of interest) paid the 
owner and the property retained in pledge. Within six months 
this pawn can be redeemed by the pawner's reimbursing the amount, 
but if not redeemed within that period, it is auctioned off to the 
highest bidder, and the excess if any, restored to the owner. More 
than half a million of dollars is annually loaned in this form to some 
forty thousand persons; the beggar and noble, the lady and her 
maid, as often registered amongst its beneficiaries. 

Notwithstanding the ardent musical taste that pervades all classes 
of the population, the opera cannot be brought to succeed in Mexico, 
despite the enterprise which has been more than once displayed in 
its Behalf. But such is their love for their theatres that they lite- 
rally live in them. These are three in number: the Principal, 
the Nuevo Mexico, and the Puente Quebrada. The former is the 
resort of the aristocracy, and the two latter under the more parti- 
cular patronage of the toiling million. The taste of the audiences 
is inexorably fixed upon the broadest comedy, or that melodramatic 
sentimentality, revealed through plots of love and murder, roguery 
and piracy. Their native dramatic muse has not risen as yet to 
any reputable inspiration, so that their national taste is still left de- 
pendent u|>on the threadbare repetition or irregular offspring of the 
Spanish school. The dress, scenery, music, and accommodations of 
the houses, are all upon the most respectable footing, and the 
crowded attendance such as must speedily enrich the management. 

A tragedy of real life was enacted dome three years since in the 
dressing-rooni of the Nuevo Mexico, that though stifled in some of 
its atrocious details by those interested in its suppression, inspired 
a pity and indignation at the time, unequalled by any of the mimic 
horrors accustomed to be rehearsed within its walls. A native 
girl of Zacatecas, of rarest talent and loveliness, the natural daugh- 
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tef of a distinguiehed c^oer of the revolution, bad displayed such 
decided and extraordinary gifla for the profession, as induced her 
friends to gratify her in the adoption of it. Her enthusiasm and 
taste, united with her graces of person and manner, not only be- 
witched all the caballeros of the dress circle, but unfortunately, 
drew on her the admiration of a married comedia of Castile, 
who with his young and doting wife was at the time connected 
with the dramatis personie of the establishment. This attachment, 
wholly confined to the enamoured comico, became soon revealed 
to the jealous vigilance of his wife, who, fired with revenge towards 
it^innocent object, approached her in the dressing-room during an 
interlude in the play, and taxing the trembling debutante with her 
despair, cast a vial of vitriol over her face and bosom. 

The young artiste survived her disfigurement but a few weeks; 
and her penitent destroyer expiated her unhappy deed by taking 
poison in the Accordada a few days after her arrest. 



/ • 



CHAPTER XXIII. 

National religion — Murder of Hayden— Passage of the Host — Estates 
of the Church before and since the Revolution — Number of the clergy 
and conventual establishments— Character of the Mexican clersy — 
Festival of the Virgin of Guadaloupe — Festival of the Virgin of ^e- 
medios. 

The Catholic religion is the established religion of Mexico, and 
no other form of worship is tolerated or practised. Not a chapel 
dedicated to the service of another faith is open within the bounda- 
ries of the republic; and so prejudiced and bigoted is the state of 
public sentiment, that the diplomatic corps from Protestant coun- 
tries dare not celebrate the rites of their creed out of the recesses 
of their own dwellings. 

During the fiercest days of the revolution, when a wholesale 
hatred of Old Spain, and her tyrannical abuses, reigned supreme 
in the popular heart — when a bias towards royalty brought many a 
monk to a bloody end, this intolerant jealousy of Protestantism 
displayed itself in the following; lawless proceeding. 

An American Protestant, Mr. Hayden, a shoemaker by trade, 
had settled in the city to prosecute his calling. A rigid observer 
of the Catholic ceremonies and inttitutions in his outward deports 
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ment, he yet clang to the tenets of the refbnned faith in which he 
had been reared, decoroasly yet firfnly profeesing them within the 
sanctovy of his htmible home. Th^ host passing his shop one day, 
to the bedside of some dying Ckitholic, he came n»rward to his door- 
way and knelt, in conformity with the reqirirements of the country. 
Whilst thus prostrated, a person accompanying the procession, and 
armed with a sword, came forward and demanded of him why he 
had not advanced into the street and paid his homage there. Hay- 
den, apprehending an assault upon his person, rose to retreat within 
his house, when he was stabbed through| the back, and instantly 
killed. The murderer fled from all American present, who sought 
to apprehend him, and the crowd closing arouna defended him from 
arrest. 

Permission was next refused by the authorities to the application 
of our consul to bury him, and granted only on c6ndition of his 
being interred at Chapullepec, near two leagues distant from the 
city. No coachman would take the heretical corpse in his car- 
riage, and the consul was obliged to receive it in his own. A mob 
gathered round the dwelling of the deceased in. formidable num- 
bers, and pursued the funeral train along the streets, pelting jt with 
missiles, until the consul procured a military guard for its escort to 
the ^rave. At the grave the consul was stoned whilst reading the 
service, notwithstanding the presence of the soldiers, and though a 
hired watch was set over the sepulchre, it was the same night 
broken open, and the corpse stripped uf its shroud and clothes, and 
flunff out upon the ground. The resident foreigners offered a re- 
ward of tiDo thousand dollars for the murderer and violators of the 
tomb, but they were never informed against or punished. 

You are in the most crowded and bustling street of the city, 
thronged with grandees, soldiers, merchants, chapmen, porters, and 
leperos, and the Babel hum of a thousand voices comes like a roll 
of drums upon your ear. A coach, drawn by four white or spotted 
mules, containing a priest in his sacerdptal robes, and escorted on 
either side by mm'ds of boys in white tunics, chauntinff a hymn, 
turns a corner of the square and approaches; it is the host, on its 
way to the chamber or death. In a moment every head is unco- 
veced, and the whole crowd on their knees, where they stand, in 
murmuring prayer. The silence of the grave has fallen upon the 
street, ^ave the dirge- like voices of the youthfbl choir. A neigh- 
bouring angle shuts the holy mystery from view, and in a trice the 
silent and motionless crowd are on their feet, as intent on this world 
and its concerns as before. 

From the date of the conquest to that of the revolution, the 
policy of the Spanish government aimed to extend the p^wer and 
temporalities of the Mexican church to their- highest point of ad- 
vancement. In no country under the sun, where St Peter laid 
claim to patrimony, did his priesthood and property augment with 



Digitized by 



Google 



PRISONERS OF PGROTB. 141 . 

such rapidity, and increa;Be, as in Mexica The estates of the 
church, consisting of lands and houses, in town and country, 
cliurches, convents, monasteries, plate, furniture, jewels, and active 
funds, which are now computed at one hundred millions ofdoUars^ . 
had then attained, under royal influence, to a third more in the 
value of the realty, beside, one hundred and fifleen millions of 
dollars of capital, accumulated by contributions and impost -of 
tithes, levied upon the universal property of the country. Thir- 
teen thousand ecclesiastics of various orders swarmed over the 
land, united and indivisible in the promotion of the wealth and 
authorityrof their system. * Insatiable in avarice, and inflexible in 
the prosecution of their aggrandizements, they annually increased 
their g^ins from dying penitents, pious bequests, and votive oflTer- 
ings. Whilst bigoted viceroys shared the admiivistration of their 
temporal power with haughty and ambitious prelates in the capital, 
combining their bayonets with the omnipotent terrors of the holy 
ofSce, in shrouding the^r joint despotism from scrutiny, the village 
cures, acting under the influence of one scheming and powerAil 
head, penetrated every Indian hut and hamlet, propagating a blind 
submission and observance to every behest of their powerful 
chapter. ^ 

The revolution. came, and by the proscriptions and exactions of 
rival and contending factions, materially reduced the numbers and 
revenues of the fraternity. The tithe system was abolished, enor- 
mous loans, forced from their coflTers for the maintenance of the war, 
and the rights of primogeniture being destroyed, divorced the alli- 
ance of clergy and nohles, by shutting the church-preferments from 
the younger sons of the latter, which had previously bound them 
in a defensive confederation. But though greatly diminished in 
power and splendour, and tending to a more radical reform, if not an 
entire prostration, the establishment is yet formidable not only for 
its great wealth, but for that afiection and influence its past cha- 
racter and benevolences have won for it in the hearts of the unen* 
lightened jnass. 

Seven thousand clergy, monks, and nuns, represent the spiritual 
wants of the country, and control the remaining wealth of the 
church, of $100,000,000. These may be divided into two thousand 
nuns, one thousand Ave hundred monks, and three thousand six 
hundred secular clergy, whose conventual retreats consist of flfty- 
eight nunneries, and one hundred and fifty monasteries. The 
daring hand of sacrilege having already been laid so heavily upon 
their toilsome savings, has not only subjected them to the dread of 
&rther confiscation, but stimulates the needy and greedy govern- 
ment to frequently contemplate their entire appropriation. The 
alarming coincidence is often referred to of the national debt and 
the church property heing nearly equal in amount, and suggestions 
are publicly made, that as these estates were collected for the pur- 
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poses of charity, no better object can be found than the pauper 
republic, on w))ich to lavish them. The vows of chastity and poverty 
assumed by the clergy, make such enormous revenues hostile to 
the pure practice of religion, and patriotism being a paramount 
duty in the inculcations of Chriatianity, points to an empty exche- 
quer as the most appropriate channel in which to divert thepi. 

If the spirit of the^^hristian creed could be degraded or polluted 
by the conduct of its professors, the licentiousness of many of the 
holy fathers of the Mexican capital would go far to efiect such a 
result To say nothing of the many profligate indulgences attri- 
buted to them, their unabashed appearance at the praming-tables 
and billiard-rooms, the bull-fights and cafes, and other resorts of 
vice and infamy, openly and in full dreSs, participating in their 
abandoned amusements, and boldly sanctioning their corruptions, 
has done much to divest them of that reimect and reverence due 
the sacred ministry they so vilely scanoalize. * There is great 
worth and merit (as before intimated) in the rural clergy, most of 
whom not only practise a pious self-denial, and* honest devotion to 
the service of God, but are active in thet exercise of all generous 
humanities to the poor, the afflicted, and the oppressed. 

ew and dispersed, however, to be said to redeem 
e of the Mexican church, as none but the more 
' I will Encounter the sacrifices incident to these 

y fBit the larger portion are to be found swarmed 
re affluence, ease, and unrestrained luxury, pre- 
res to willing appetite. 

II of recent date has greatly limited the number 

but the gay population are still permitted more 

other Catholic countries. Amongst these the 

rgin of Guadeloupe, and the Virgin of Remedios, 

are by &r the most popular and attractive. 

That of the former occurs on the Tith of December, at her mag- 
nificent shrine some three miles north of the city. Here thousands 
upon thousands of every rank and condition, from the president and 
archbishop down to the Indian and lepero, annually assemble to 
celebrate the rites of this patron saint of Mexico. The consecra- 
tion of the day above mentioned to these solemnities, is thus ex- 
plained^ in a legend, gravely rehearsed by the archbishop himself, 
and as gravely received by his pious audience upon each' recurring 
anniversary. 

Some few years after the conquest, as a converted Indian 
watched his browsing fiock, at the base of the sterile mountain of 
Tepeyac, the moist Holy Virgin suddenly stood before him in pr(h 
pria persona. She instruct^ him to go to the Bishop of Mexico, 
and in her name command him to come and worship her on the 
site of the present church. This heavenly visitation occurred at 
midday on the 9th of December. The wondering shepherd ac- 
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quitted him forthwith of his commiseion, and pn the following day 
the Virgin was punctual to the hour to hear the result The am- 
bassador having informed her of his failure to obtain an audience 
with the bishop, was again commanded on* a similar errand, with 
the explanatory iajunction, that it was Mary, the Mother of God, 
who sent him.- The Indian executed his errand with somewhat 
better success, but returned with the report that the bishop refused 
to believe his tale, unless he brought some credential to satisfy 
him of the authority of his commission. On the 12th of December, 
for the third time, she appeared to her messenger, and ordered him 
to ascend the barren mountain, and bring her some roses he would 
find in bloom at a designated spot What was the astonishment of 
the incredulous but obedient shepherd to find the roses as de- 
scribed, where vegetation had never before appeared. Having 
brought them to the Virgin, she threw them into the Indian's 
apron, telling him to show them to the bishop, as,the. credentials of 
his eml^^ssy. When arrived in the presence of the monk he un- 
folded his apron, and there appeared stamped on the garment an ex- 
quisitely wrought picture of the Blessed Virgin herself. Each petal 
of the flowers bore a similar image to that on the apron, which 
has been preserved ever since without the slightest decay of tint 
or material, and is now adorned with costly gems, and hung up in 
the altar of the church in a gold frame with a crystal t^c& The 
Virgin appeared a fourth time to her ambassador, and after reward- 
ing him with various benedictions, admonished that the name to be 
given to the saint of the apron was the Virgin of Guadaloupe. 

A splendid church was immediately founded on the spot pointed 
out in the annunciation, -and the shrine is now deemed one of the 
richest in the world. 

Rude copies of the portrait are to be found in every hovel in 
Mexico, and the original acknowledged as the presiding divinity 
of the republic. 

On the side of the mountain opposite the chapel of Guadaloupe, 
towers alofly brick wall, about thirty feet wide and seventy high. 
Its erection is thus explained: a wealthy Mexican merchant and 
family returning from abroad by sea, was overtaken by a violent 
storm that for several days threatened to overwhelm the ship and ' 
crew. Appalled by the imminent peril that threatened him, the 
merchant betook him to the customary invocation of the saints, and 
in the extremity of his love of life vowed to rear another temple to 
his patronesa of Guadaloupe, if she would have pity on their jeo- 
pardy. The impending destruction was averted, the wind abated, 
and the ship and its crew arrived safely at its destined port. In 
place of redeeming his vow with pious fidelity, the faithless votary 
compromised his plighted munificence, by putting up this sembhince 
of a sail, a memento of his rescue and perfidy. 

The festival of the Virgin of Remedied though originally sprung 
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from Spanish saperatition, has long been consi^ed to the exclasive 
celebration of the Indians. It was instituted in commemoration of 
the following plausible event When the Spaniards were expelled 
from Mexico on the famous noehe bri$te (or sad night), they re- 
treated some distance to the mountains and encamped. The morn- 
ing after this night of panic and disaster, a doll was found on an 
aloe, placed there by some oflScer fiimiliar with the ready supersti- 
tion of the Spanbh soldiery. It was straightway proclaim^ a 
miraculous image of the Holy Virgin, dropped from heaven in token 
of its future favour to the arms of the cross. When the conquest 
was accomplished, a church was founded on the spot where the toy 
was found, and the doll taken to sanctuary under the title of the 
Virgin of Remedies. 

Under her especial patronage are* all the ills of life. The sick, 
the sorrowful, and unlucky, invoke her remedial aid in every visi- 
tation that befalls them. The farmers seek her interposition against 
protracted drought or wet; and districts infected with pestilence or 
epidemics, have been known to hire the presence of her sanctified 
image at the rate of thousands per da^. 

The church in which the festival m honour of this saint is cele- 
brated stands on the unsheltered side of the mountain, and though 
once a tasteful edifice, is now more than half in ruins. The 
'jPenuine image of the Virgin, the object of these idolatrous rites, 
has long since been removed to the cathedral in Mexico ; where 
the tempting gems on her ladyship's robe are deem^ more secure 
than in the mountains. 

A counterfeit doll is substituted in her place, atnd the cheat (if 
known) quietly acquiesced in and as cordially adored by the simple- 
minded Indians. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

Mexican vagrancy — FraUrnity of thiefes and robbera — AfTair at the 
Adouana---Colonel Janes and Santa Anna — ^The Ladronea and their 
mode of operation — Madame Castellan and the American Minister — 
Mexican morgue — ^Tbe Accordada — The Garotte — Female convidc. 

With a climate whcNie voluptuous mildness irresistibly inclines 
to bloth, and a soil whose spontaneous productions would suffice of 
themselves to sustain a frugal people, it is not astonishing that va- 
grancy in all its forms, from genteel loaferism to the lowest vaga- 
bondism, should so widely diffilse itself amongst the Mexicans. 
Ardent and impulsive in temperament, passionately devoted to 
enjoyment and susceptible to its every lure, they plunge with reck- 
less extravagance into costly esTcesses, heedless of all prudential 
maxims where their humours are enlisted. In the capital you 
meet porters, charcoal venders, and aguadors, plodding from door to 
door the length of the entire city, under burdens that would start 
the tears from a mule ; and at night you will not fail to encounter 
them lavishing their earnings at any public resort you may visit 
The ruined cavalier or bankrupt tradesmen, have none of that re- 
cuperative energy that reconstructs a fortune squandered by waste 
or lost by mischance. The ill-luck that overtakes them once, robs 
them at the same time of capital and calling. No outward mani- 
festations of despair are visible, but all further application to regular 
and legitimate business is over, and if other less desperate resources 
fail them, the highway or mont6 table must supply their necessities 
and cater to their pleasures. 

Among the numerous wretches who, as professional beggars, 
swarm the streets of this city, or in the filthy guise of blackened 
leperos, haunt the pave by day, and prowl for plunder at night, are 
outcasts and cut-throats, whom previous convictions have deadened 
to all sense of shame, and habitual vice and indolence trained to 
pvery deed of violence. In the portals of the churches, beneath 
the walls of the convents, in the markets, or their lairs in the 
suburbs, they crouch to watch for their unsuspecting prejr, and 
wo to that unarmed pedestrian, who, in reply to their For «l amor 
de Dio8, reveals a purse to tempt their ferocious cupidity.' 

Banded in fraternities, that reach fVom the pulque shops to the 
18 
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palace, their, organization has been known to reveal itself through 
every ^de of rank, from the roofless footpad to those nearest in 
authority to the president. An instance of audacity is authenti- 
cally related to have occurred some years ago, which not unaptly 
illustrates the lawless spirit of these plunderers. The mules of a con- 
ducta were ranged in two files in the square of the Adouana (or cus- 
tom-house), and, surrounded by a strong squadron of cavalry, waited 
to be loaded with the bags of specie, ^containing fifteen hundred 
dollars each, and piled up in the square to be sent ofiT. A large 
crowd was as usual assembled to look on, when a gang of mounted 
thieves charged through the streets leading to the square, and 
riding down idlers and troopi?, seized each a bag of the treasure, 
and U>re it ofiT in triumph. 

The energy of the present government has done much to reduce 
the frequency and insolence of these outrages about the capital, 
yet they continue to prevail in all their wonted atrocity elsewhere 
through the republic. Not a league of their only national highway 
from the city to Vera Cruz« but is the scene of some robbery within 
* the year, the public coach being repeatedly pillaged within hail of 
the cities that lie oil the route. 

The following notorious instance of a participation in these enor- 
mities by persons of rank, is familiar to all persons of inquiry who 
have recently been in Mexico. 

The Swiss consul, (M. Mairet,) a merchant and man of fortune, 
lived in the western suburbs of the city, and was suspected to have 
a considerable sum of money about his house.. His dwelling .was 
more than ordinarily secure, being built in the strongest manner, 
with grated windows, and several ferocious dogs kept chained in 
the court and on the terrace. 

A man in the habit of a priest, accompanied by two others, ap- 
peared at his gate one day, and announced to the servant, who an- 
swered their summons, that they desired to purchase some mer- 
chandise of the consul, in which he was known to deal. Upon 
being admitted, two of them seized the servant, bound him to a 
pillar, and gagged him, whilst the third relocked the gate. All 
three then passed into the house, where they found Mairet alone, 
and, after stabbing and gashing him repeatedly, finally compelled 
him to disclose the place where his treasure was secreted. This, 
to the amount of some ten thousand dollars, with various articles of 
valuable plate, they brought off; the consul only surviving his 
wounds long enough to relate ths particulars of the afi%iir, with 
such descriptions of the assassins, as it was thought would lead to 
•their apprehension. A noisy search and pursuit was kept up by 
the police, until a. miserable creature was arrested, tried, and 
garroted, upon tlie ground of some declarations said to have fallen 
from him whilst grossly intoxicated. No monfey or article of the_ 
plunder being found in bis possession, nor any corroborative cir- 
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cumstance accompanying his insane confession, the foreigners 
denounced the execution as a cowardly subterfuge of the govern- 
ment to atone for its corruption or remissness by a double murder. 

Some time elapsed, when two daring robberies were again per- 
petrated in rapid succession upon wealthy monasteries of the city. 
These were entered and pillaged of more than thirty thousand 
dollars, and the church being roused and combined in the pursuit 
with the civil authorities, finally traced them home to the door of 
Colonel Janes, an officer of standing, and acting aide-de-camp of 
General Santa Anna. This worthy colonel, having access to the 
passport office, was more than suspected of having planned several 
previous robberies of ihe public coach, availing himself of the in- 
formation thus acquired to direct his accomplices where the booty 
was such as to indemnify an attack. 

The trial of himself and associates for the pillage of the monas- 
teries lasted nearly three years, every effort being made during, 
this time, by Santa Ailna -and other officials, to screen him from con- 
viction. Their attempts, however, proving abortive, and sentence 
of death being finally awarded against him, it fell to the lot of the> 
dictator, who had, in the meanwhile, risen to the presidency, to 
ratify the verdict, and order his execution. This he declined to do, 
upon one pretext and another, granting the condemned respite after 
^respite, until popular indignation became exasperated to the highest 
pitch. Dreading the fury his equivocal course had excHed in the 
public mind, and alarmed by threats of a revolutionary character, 
Santa Anna retired from the city, and left the task of Qonsum- 
mating the vengeance of the law to General Bravo. 

Janes was finally executed, and, before suffering, confessed his 
numerous crimes. Amongst these was the murder of Mairet, in 
which, as in all, he plead the connivance of Santa Annaj and other 
accomplices. He died, invoking the most direful curses upon their 
heads, for abandoning him and concurring in his death. His asser- 
tions were ridiculed as the malicious coinage of a desperate felon, 
by those whose interest it was to discredit them, but public senti- 
ment"* received tliem with credit at the time, and the same impres- 
sion continues with thousands yet. 

Tiie Ladrones who infest the highway to Vera Cruz, are more 
humanized than their associates on othqr roads, rarely murdering 
unless rei^istance is made, and never assailing where they are not 
certain of a respectable booty. JThe arrieros, who transport upon 
the backs of their mules all the interior commerce of the country, 
are seldom molested, travelling through all dangerous districts in 
caravans of from fifly to a hmidred, and besides being on friendly 
footing with their unscrupulous countrymen, are known to be de- 
termined and intrepid fellows. Another reason for their impunity, 
is the disdain of the banditti for all cumbrous plunder, preferring 
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the more valuable and portable pillage to be found on the persons 
of travellers. ' 

Having agents in all the cities and towns on the road, the most 
exact information is given them of the number, character, baggage, 
and supposed wealth of the passengers, how armed, and the proba- 
ble nature of the defence that will be offered to their exactions. 
With this knowledge, they are enabled to despatch their opeTation 
with considerable precision and expedition. 

By the side of some wooded barranca, the^ambushed gang await 
the arrival of the coach, and unless escorted by a faithful guard, 
bring it to a halt by firing a shot over the head of the driver. 

The Jehu, if a Mexican, may be always regarded as on the most 
amiable terms with the freebooters, and assents to the startling 
Halto ! quien va allia ? that follows the discharge of the carbine, 
by promptly reininfir up, and civilly responding, Amigos! sefiors, 
como esta vend? delivered in a tone as cordial as though he was 
discoursing his next landlord. In a moment the coach is sur- 
rounded, and whilst the leader and his lieutenant open the door 
mud invite the travellers to descend, a dozen or twenty musket 
muzzles ogle them through every aperture of the vehicle. The 
male cargo are one by one relieved at the foot of the steps, of 
cloaks, sera pes, watches, rings, purseif and pocket-books, by the 
officers. They are then handed over to the men, who conduct 
them, as fkst as received some few paces off, and making them lie 
down on their faces, continue the examination by drawing their 
boots and manipulating their legs, arms, and bodies, as though they 
were feeling for the seat of some acute pain. When their exami- 
nation is through with, and as they lie tranquilly in line at full 
length on tlje earth, they strongly resemble so many Mecca pil- 
grims prostrated in the desert before the approach of an advancing 
sirocco. 

It is not to be presumed that the gallantry of these contraban- 
distas (their avarice consenting) allows a less affectionate exami- 
nation of the ladies, if there be any, than is paid to their lords. 
Their ujiknightl^ reversal of the usual chronology of good brewing 
in devoting their first attentions to these heroes, by no means in- 
volves a less strict or punctilious compliment to the fair. A refine- 
ment of delicacy alone procures for the latter an impartial and 
private inquest, unembarras&ed and influenced by the presence of 
their protectors. Buenos noche, sefloras, duermen vendes? es 
tiempo de despertar, msiy he heard from the courteous montanes, 
as they enter the coach and rouse the trembling covey of spinsters 
inside. 8u bolsa, si U frusta vend, and so on, including los aniUos^ 
zardUos, brazaletes, sortijas, mantillas, and even el dbanico, if 
they have one. Next comes a search of the zagalejo, el bonete, la 
cotiUoy los guantes, zapatos, y midias, amidst struggles, entreaties, 
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tears, and blushes, on one side, and oaths and protestations on the 
other. 

The picaroon captain having completed his work of spoliation, 
departs with the most courteous expressions of regret, saluting the 
coach and his prostrate victims, with Adios ! senorSf y sefioritas! 
Voya con dio$, heuta que encontremas oira vez, facetiously begging 
to be remembered to the nearest authorities, civil and military. 

If the travellers be foreigners and well armed, it is not often they 
are interrupted, as the report of fire-arms may bring up some of the 
cavalry patrol, who scour the country for the suppression of these 
bravos. 

A few years since, the diligence, containing the celebrities of 
the operatic corps, on their way to Mexico, was stopped, and the 
passengers stript of all their money and luggage. The Prima 
Donna (Madame Castellan) was relieved of near ten thousand dol- 
lars, in cash and jewels, and constrained by the musical brigands 
to warble them some of her sweetest cadenzas before parting. 

The past summer a similar misfortune befell the new American 
minister on his way to the capital, being compelled to a horizontal 
prostration of his concentrated sanctity and sovereignty, whilst his 
ambassadorial pouches were rifled of their last dime. 

Notwithstanding the enormous amount of roguery and robbery 
that goes unwhipt of jusUce in Mexico, scarce a prison inside it 
but is literally stocked with malefactors. The Accordada or public 
prison of the capital stands in -the western part of the city, and 
never contains within its capacious dimensions less than from five 
to ten thousand criminals. A basement room in one of its wings, 
with a grated window opening on the street, is used as a morgue 
or dead room, where the -bodies of persons slain in the city and 
suburbs during the night are collected, and brought next morning 
for recognition and interment by their friends. The statement 
may seem incredible to those unacquainted with the prevalence of 
murder and assassination here, but not less than six hundred bodies 
are thus annually exposed, since the commencement of the revolu- 
tioD. Every morning an anxious and melancholy crowd may be 
seen assembled around .this gloomy window, inspecting the interior 
or waitinff the further report of the police, to learn tidings of some 
friend, relative, or domestic, who is missing. 

Entering through the numerous guards and sentinels on duty 
before the portals of this prison, you ascend a stair to the second 
story, where in a lofty apartment are the turnkeys and various 
officers who have charge of the establishment. The clank of chains, 
and the frightful din of the loathsome Babel, almost deafens the 
visiter on reaching this landing. Passing from here through a half- 
dozen ponderous, iron-barred doors, you come to an elevated corridor, 
circuiting an immense quadrangular court-yard, crammed with 
human ^insfs of all ages and appearances, from the boyish strip- 
' 13* 
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ling to the palsied dotard. In the centre is a filthy fountain, 
swarming with naked felons in their bath, whilst a hundred sepa- 
rate crowds of burglars, murderers, ravisbers, poisoners, forgcra, 
footpads, and adulterer?, are gathered in different occupations of 
relaxation or labour. Here a group is formed round the narrator 
of some bloody feat of violence, and there another shooting their 
bravos round a witty story-teller. Here a cluster of squalid 
wretches are watching the progress of a ffame of monte, played 
with cards nearly illegible from grease, and using frijoles or bread 
balls for counter?, and there anoiher weaving coarse rebosos in 
hand-looms. So unleavened, redemptionless, hardened, and repul- 
sive a hive of villains, are no where else to be met with on efirth. 

In one corner of the square is the chapel, where those under 
sentence of death are condemned to penance and solitude, during 
the three last days of life. Whilst undergoing this solemn punisl^ 
ment, (almost as dreadful as the death that awaits them,) their fel- 
low-convicts gather round the door of the chapel at twilight of each 
day, and chaunt a miserere for the departing soul of their comrade. 

All punishments of death awarded bv the law are inflicted by 
the garotte. The culprit being seated in a chair against an np- 
right post, an iron collar, attached to the latter, is fastened round 
his neck, which may be contracted by means of a screw. The 
prisoned receives the last shrifl from the attending priest after he 
IS bound in the chair, and a necessary compression of the collar is 
obtained. ' At the conclusion of the prayer by the padre, the exe- 
cutioner gives the fatal turn to the screw, and a spike, fnside the 
collar, penetrating the spinal marrow at the same time, extin- 
firuishes life immediately. No mode of execution can be more 
humane and less, re vol ting than the garotte. The ghastly appa- 
ratus of the gibbet, or the guillotine, find no reflex in the simple 
and unappalhng stake and chair. The prisoner walks to the ter- 
minus of his life*8 journey unbound and accompanied by his friends 
and relatives, if they desire it. Seated in the chair, with a cowl 
over his neck and head, he looks at the worst, as only about to 
undergo an operation of dentistry or ophthalmia. When the eyes of 
the surrounding crowd, bent under their devotions, are lifted up to 
look upon the dying struggle, it is over, and not a heave of the 
trunk, a groan, or the quiver of a limb, betrays that the dissolution 
of soul and bodv has transpired. 

The prison for the women adjoins, but is separate from that of 
the males. Its arrangement is the same, but a more enlightened 
and humane discipline pervades it Nine hundred of these 
wretched outcasts were said to be confined, on charges as heinous 
and more varied than the inen, and three were at the time under 
condemnation for murder and poisoning ! 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

The Alameda — Santa Anna — The Passco Nucvo— Bull-fighta — Depa rlnre 
from Mexico — The corpse and cross—Town of Perote — Visit to tiie 
Castle — Sufferings of the prisoners — Their memorial to Mr. Bank- 
head — Their liberation — Mr. Navarro. 

• Jp the stranger would see the rank, beauty, wealth, and style of 
the capital to advantage, he must stroll west to the Alameda, about 
four o'clock in the aflernoon. Passing through a street almost en- 
tirely filled by French jewellers, French fancy shops, modistes and 
artistes^ he comes upon a beautiful grove of twelve or fifteen acres, 
planted with the noblest trees of the southern forests, and filled 
with the rarest shrubbery and flowers. A stone wall encircles this 
delicious retreat, which is entered through gates, that are opened 
and closed morning ^nd evening by janitors appointed to the ^are 
of them. Gravel 1^ walks and winding paths intersect it in every 
direction, and marble fountains, in secluded nooks, fling up their 
BWveryjets cPeau, that mingle their falling murmurs with the' me- 
lody of numerous birds inh^iting the woc^. A statue of Liberty, 
surrounded by spouting lions, surmounts the central fountain, whilst 
tasteful stone seats every where invite the visiter to repose. 

Within its quiet and druidicai recesses, you encounter the sable 
mourner and sentimental amante, drawn hither to luxuriate in 
melting revery, over buried and newborn affection ; or, the student 
and merchant, to refresh their energies by an hour's walk amongst 
its genial shades. 

A broad carriage-road runs round the interior wall, and not a 
belle of Mexico but is here every evening, chatting and flirting 
from her dashing equipac^e, with the numerous cavaliers who throng 
it, on superb and splendidly equipped-horses. Slowly the beauty 
and chivalry of the city circuit the deiise and refreshing shade, 
until the clanking sabres and tramping hoofs of an approaching 
guard, admonish them to draw up on the side of the way. The 
cabal leros have reined back in lines, the coaches are hugging the 
walls, and grot and fountain have poured out their pensive habitues 
to the edge of the wood, when in dash fifty hussars, five abreast, 
followed by^a coach, flashing with gold and crimson, and drawn by 
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foar mettlesome bloods, driven by a coachman in gorgeous livery. 
An equal number of hussars, in similar order, follow in the rear of 
the coach, whilst on each side caracole three aide*^e-camps, capari- 
soned, man and horse, in the most splendid style. The coach and 
its escort move slowly around the enclosure, and as it passes every 
hat is off, and fans and fair iieads are moved in graceful salutation 
of its solitary occupant The object of this homage is a military 
dignitary, dressed in a uniform of blue and gold, and blazing with 
medals and diamond decorations suspended from his neck. His 
arms are folded on his bosom, d la Napoleon^ and he nods his un- 
plumed chapeau de bras in haughty acknowledgment of the civili- 
ties received. It is Don Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna, President 
of the Republic. 

At the western gate of the Alameda the cavalcade turns out, 
and enters the Passeo Nuevo, another lung of the metropolis, bor- 
dered for a mile with shaded paths, and adorned with fountains, 
sculpture, and statuary. The fashionables follow in lengthened 
procession^ and the Alameda is deserted and silent, but for its 
doves and fountains. 

The moonlight of Mexico is so pure*and radiantly bright, the 
atmosphere so rarefied, and the blue sky above so intensely blue, 
that no medium seems to interpose between the dazzling constella- 
tions on high, and the earth they shine upon. Bathed in such 
pellucid light, you think you can see the spiral thread of smoke 
that issues from Popocatepetl, thirty-three n\,ile8 off, and mark the 
very spot where it melts against the background of the sky. On 
nights like these, the temples and towers of the city stand out 
defined in every petty outline, and you would bet on counting each 
lash in the lids of those dreamy eyes, Ihat look down on you from 
the bloom-clad azoteas. The prowlerand the stabber are in bed, 
for their lurks are lit up as with noonday's clare; the old 
monasteries fling but half a shadow from their walls ; and so still 
and deathlike is the reign of silence, that you list to hear the 
stroke of the scourge as it comes from the midnight penitentia of 
the monk. 

Bull-fights, the boasted recreation of their fathers, have been 
long on the decline amongst the Mexicans, the matador and picador, 
though of the moi>t genuine Andalusian stamp and training, finding 
dull employment for their brutal skill, except anrK>ngst the distant 
cities and villages. The Plaza de Toros, an immense circus 
erected when this sport was in its palmy popularity, is now seldom 
opened, few beside leperos and idlers attending an exhibition when 
it comes off. The lords of lowing herds are thus left by this 
revolution of public taste to the more tender mercies of the lasso. 

In the square of the university is a beautiful equestrian bronze 
statttfe of Charles FV., cast by a native artist. The costume of the 
monarch is Roman, the laurel wreath, imperial robe, tunic, buskins. 
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and critique sword and truncheon, being executed with fauUless 
precision. The horse is of colossal size, and the proportions ad- 
mirable, ft is considered by critics a master-piece of art, and is 
thought to contrast most favourably with the best specimen of its 
kind extant, from the chisels of the old masters. 

The clanking bells were calling the devout of the city to early 
mass, on the last morning of June, as, comfortably accoutred and 
provided against all mishaps on the road, I passed out through the 
Puerto de San Lazaro, on my way to Vera Cruz. At the door of 
a miserable hovel yfi the suburb near thi8 4)ortal, stood a group of 
ragged wretches, men and ^omen, gazing inside upon a rude bier, 
containing a corpse, whilst the wail of woman*s voice sounded 
piteously from within. It was a fresh delicious morning, the sun 
just lighting the lofty mountain summits with a ruddy glow, and all 
external nature smiling with the enchantment of reviving life. 
These crimson glories of the daWn but saddened the gloom of the 
distant street, where death was couched with his victim, and the 
spirit of the pestilence, mantling over the stagnant ditches around, 
waited but the noonday heat to exhale its destructive breath. Some 
two miles from the gate, over the side of the causeway, lay the 
body of an Indian, but lately killed, the blood still oozing from a 
deep gash in the throat ; whilst, ten miles farther on, in a field 
near the road, rose a newly-painted cross, with a fresh wreath of 
flowers pendent from its traverse. And thus does lawless vice and 
brutality heap their disfiguring monuments over this loveliest bijou 
of God's creative powers. 

All attractions of interest to the traveller, between Mexico and 
Perote, have already been referred to ; and, without an adventure * 
on moor or mountain, inn or city, worth narration, I re-entered the 
court vard of the meson of Perote, afler^an absence of nearly two 
months. This village, though containing a population of two thou- 
sand souls, and constantly filled with officers from the neighbouring 
fortress, is nearly as noted a haunt of brigands as Rio Frio itsel£ 
The houses are dark low-storied buildings, looking rather like so 
many forts than dwellings, and its inhabitants as piratical in ap- 
pearance as they are reputed, and no doubt correctly, in practice. 
A few leagues to the east lies the Barranca Secca, a deep, gloonny, 
and wooded ravine, some half mile in length, through which the 
highway passes, picketed on either side by innumerable crosses. 
These significant monuments are each a separate record of some 
deed of blood and pillage, whose perpetrators have all, at one time 
or another, honoured Perote by Iheir residence. With the excep- 
tion of the filthy meson, supported by the coach passengers, and 
some dozen stores and shops, kept up by the patronage of the gar- 
rison, it has neither trade nor resources to maintain it, and the rest 
of its population live by ways and means, rather guessed at than 
avowed. 
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At tt early an boor next day at warranted the application, I was 
at the castle ^te, and after a short negotiation, was admitted to an 
interview with my unfortunate comrades. Two months of liberty, 
change of scene, pleasant rambles, and intercourse with kind 
friends, had mellowed, if not effiiced from my mind, the stronger 
lines of that picture of captivity made ap by their cruel sufferings 
and hardships, when we parted. Without knowing why, I had 
trusted to find their condition mitigated, their hopes revived, and 
their confinement but a humane security of their persons. De- 
scription would fail ta elaborate the misery depicted in their ema- 
ciated appearance, and their desponding, hopeless looks and tones. 
I had left them loaded with calamities as heavily as I thought 
humanity could support, and was now surprised, as I heard their 
piteous tale, that nature and fortitude had not sunk overwhelmed 
under such burdens. 

A more rigorous discipline and refined cruelty had been adopted 
toward them since I left, and such ingenious inhumanities inflicted 
on them, as to excite their surmises that the government had in- 
structed the castle authorities to push them to some act of despera- 
tion as would justify their general massacre. Eleven of them 
were festering in the calaboose at the time of my arrival, for some 
triflii^ ofience, loaded with twenty-five pounds of chains to each 
ankle; and Lieutenant Clopton, the most quiet and inofifensive of 
them all, was then in the hospital, not expected to live, from 
wounds inflicted on him because the rivet of his chain became 
loose. The same rufiian who committed this barbarous assault 
upon Clopton, about the same time had cruelly beaten and lamed 
a sickly and delicate boy, whom any government but Mexico would 
have deemed it fool shame to have retained a prisoner. Doctor 
Shepherd, a high-minded, brave gentleman, who had held the post 
of secretary of the navy of Texas, was assailed by two of these 
chivalric knights with drawn swords, for refusing to perform some 
degrading office, and only escaped by the courage and determina- 
tion he evinced in resisting with his weaponless hands the ofiered 
indignity. 

For more than a . month their rations had been reduced to the 
lowest standard of supply, the little allowed them being musty rice 
and rotten potatoes, with meats so doubtful in character and repug- 
nant in flavour, as to be only palatable to men reduced to the extre- 
mities of hunger. 

In reply to their respectful remonstrances, the commandant 
taunted tltem with their cost and trouble to the government, and 
haughtily informed them that unlimited authority had been granted 
his subalterns for their control and government, and no fiirther 
complaints would be listened to against any officer of the garrison. 

Such grievances as we have rehited, with a thousand other petty 
annoyances, added to the wholesale denial of all redress by tjie 
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commandant, forced these wretched men, as a last altematiye» to 
appeal to the British minister at Mexico against their inhuman 
oppression. 

Their simple and eloquent memorial, transmitted to the capital 
afler my departure, thus depicts their forlorn situation. 

Castle of Perote, July 27th, 1844. 
His Excellsnot Charles Bankhead : 

Sir — The undersigned, a committee of all the prisoners now 
confined in the Castle of Perote, believing that we are abandoned 
by our government, have only the alternative left of appealing to 
the minister of Her Britannic Majesty at the court of Mexico, to 
interfere with a view of putting a termination to our sufiTerings and 
innprisonment. The evidences upon which our opinion is based, 
that we are surrendered by our government^ are — 

First, the letter to your predecessor, by the Executive of Texas, 
denouncing the Mier expedition as a lawless band of ad^nturers, 
unsanctioned by the authorities of the country from whence it came, 
and therefore unentitled to the consideration and protection which, 
by civilized usages and of right, belong to prisoners of war. Se- 
condly, his withholding the means appropriated by Congress for 
our relief, when well apprised of our destitute and unfortunate 
situation. Thirdly, his entire neglect to make any exertions in 
our behalf, either by way of mitigating jour bard fate, or procuring 
our release. The only anxiety, withinthe knowledge of the un- 
dersigned, evinced by President Houston for the Texan prisoners, 
is to be found in the letter above referred to, which resulted in the 
melancholy tragic scene at the Ranch Salado, where were executed 
in cold biood seventeen as brave men as ever enlistfd in the holy 
cause and under the sacred banner of liberty. Whether this soli- 
citude was for our weal or wo, the probable tendency of its opera- 
tion, and its actual lamentable consequences will show, not only to 
the satisfaction of those who executed, but those who promoted the 
horrid act. From this it will appear that this appeal properly ema- 
nates from the undersigned, and the sequel will show that it is 
appropriately addressed to your Excellency, the British minister. 
We believe, sir, that the government of Great Britain is under 
official obligation to demand our liberation. Under the auspices 
and through the avowed agency of the Charge d'Affaires of your 
government to Texas, a treaty for the mutual exchange of priso- 
ners was entered into, and solemnly ratified by the contracting 
parties. Texas had confidence in this treaty, from the fact that 
your government became incidentally a party to it, your Charge 
d'Affaires living originated it. 

She performed to the letter her obligations under it. The pro- 
clamation of President Houston iiot only gave full liberty to all the 
Mexican prisoners to depart the country, bnt offered them the 
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means of takiog then home, tnd an escort for their protection. 
But no corresponding act of good faith followed the fulfilment of 
her treaty stipulations by Texas. The undersigned and their 
comrades still sufler all the hardships of imprisonment Their 
country has been entrapped and abused, and the Charge d' Affaires 
of Great Britain trifled with. 

The undersigned do not rest their grounds for the interference 
of your Eb[cellency in their behalf, upon the foregoing showing 
alone. They appeal to you and the whole corps diplomatique, as 
con>ervators of international law. Diplomatic agent^ clothed with 
ministerial powers, are called ministers to the diflferent courts to 
which they are sent, which term, conjoined to their official duties, 
implies the ppssession of judicial authority. If this position be 
true, you are bound to notice all infractions of the great laws of 
nation^, either in a state of peace or in the turmoils of war. It is 
your prerogative to control and regulate the operations of the latter 
state, wliep not conducted according to the principles of humanity, 
and the common mild usage of civilized nations. In the under- 
signed, and their unfortunate comrades, you have a case which 
solicits the controlling influence of foreign ministers. The humane 
maxims of international law, the acknowledged customs of civilized 
nations, have alike been violated and disregarded in our cruel 
treatment and unjust detention. When taken at Mier, under treaty 
stipulations guaranteeing to us safety and consideration, we were 
marched on foot through sunshine and through storm, and a portion 
of the way handcufied in couples, under the taunt and lash of mer- 
ciless Mexican soldiery. In the villages and towns through which 
we passed, instead of oeing treated with the kind courtesy usually 
extended by generous captors to vanquished enemies, we were re- 
ceived amid the hisses and maledictions of the infuriated rabble, 
with placards staring us in the face, commemorating the defeat of 
the Texan adventurers and robberd as we were termed. 

The bloody tragedies enacted on the road, the undersigned re- 
frain from recapitulating : their minds shrink with horror from the 
recital. Language is inadequate to express the deep agony of the 
heart in the bare review of such inhuman acts. Such has been 
our treatment on our way to Mexico, and the same harshness still 
continues Only a few days since one of our men, (Lieutenant 
Clopton,) returned from the hospital in which he had been confined 
for five or six weeks, from the wounds and bruises inflicted upon 
hiii^_by a large bludgeon, in the hands of Captain Arroya, comman- 
dant oif the castle. A few weeks ago a pale and sickly boy was so 
severely beaten by the same weapon, in the hands of the same 
officer,' as to be compelled to carry his arm in a sling for some time. 
In a word, we are miserably fed, badly clothed, chained and worked 
like beasts of burden. Our hard fate is rendered yet more intole- 
rable by the fact, that neither of the contending parties appear to 
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make any active demonstration to brinv the war to a close, but 
rather prefer beeominef the clients of Ureat Britain, the United 
States, and France. The time necessary to reader their mediation 
effective, must necessarily be long, and during^ this state of nominal 
peace, we have suffered, land stfll continue to suffer, all the tiard- 
ships of an actual state of warfare. 

Very respectfully, 

F. M. Gibson, 
Claudius Buster, 
William S. Fisber, 
William Rton, 
Samuel C. Lton. 

CommUtee. 

Since the above was written, they have all but one been liberated 
and returned to their homes. By whose agency, at whose appeal, 
or by what combination of circumstances and miotives their eman- 
cipation was brought about, has not transpired. Mr. Navarro, a 
Mexican by birth, a federalist and foe to tiie military despotism 
that enslaved his country, alone remains in San Juan de tJlloa« 
having been condemned by the despot for his inexorable patriotism, 
to imprisonment for life. 

So long as Santa Anna is at the head of the fifovernment, so long 
will this old and virtuous man partake of his feilest vengeance, to 
the bitter dregs. The coward who would instigate the assassina- 
tion of the pure, the devoted, and learned Zavala, will not fail to 
wreak his relentless malignity upon so constant and courageous a 
friend of national independence as Navarro. Death, or the in- 
terposition of some intrepid atid powerful champion of liberty ani 
humanity, can alone rescue him from a speedy martyrdonu 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

Perote civility — Tlie road — View from Las Vigas— Beauty of Xalapa— 
Wagona and conductas — Poente Nacional — Tierra caliente — Litera— 
Manga de Clavo— Vera Cruz — Castle of Ulloa— Cutler Woodbury — 
Mr. Dimond — Home. 

The whole plain of Perote was canopied with mist, obscuring 
the sides of the village streets from each other, as I took my early 
departure from the town. The ragged hostler of the meson 
pouched the gratuity for his nominal care of my half-starved horse, 
and bade me go somewhere, (other than the abode of the saints,) 
and a surly cur of the suburb, shut out by his night's ramble from 
his straw in the courtyard, volunteered his national antipathy on 
my exit, by snapping at my animal's heels several hundred yards 
alon^ the road. Animal and human life are so intimately blended 
and impartially equalized in Perote, that these parting courtesies, 
though proceeding from dififerent elements of their social com- 
posite, were but involuntary specimens of a uniform refinement. 

Twelve miles on and the road sprmgs from the flat and trenched 
plain up the rugged mountain acclivities, winchng its way through 
moaning forests and mouldering crosses, whose omnipresent warn- 
ing perpetually reminds the traveller in Mexico of the perils that 
surround him. To be reminded however, is not to be unnerved by 
the spectacle, for, notwithstanding the salutary consciousness of 
the insecurity of life and property these mementos inspire, their 
very profusion robs them of their terror, and but a few months' 
residence in the country is required to harden the most nervous 
against their gloomy forebodings. 

Winding along the sides and up the defiles of the mountain, I 
at length reached the village of Las Vigas, perched on a lofty 
eminence, considered the nighest point o£ the road between 
Mexico and Vera Cruz. The mist which had been drifting from 
the eminences down upon the plain, was entirely dispelled at this 
point, and the sun breaking out with clear and dazzling hrilliancy, 
lit up the scenery above with the utmost magnificence. 

The peaks of Orizaba, the Cofre, and Tepicua,Ica, jutted out 
groni the yapour below, like glittering icebergs from the midst of 
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the sea; whilst the snow-capped mountains on the distant horizon, ^ 
half obscured by the intervening exhalations, looked like giant 
Titans whelmed to the shoulders in some surging inundation. 

Passing through the villages of La Hoya and St. Michael, the 
road continues to descend, from sterility and desolation, along 
mountain spurs clothed with melancholy pines, until a sudden turn 
reveals the fairy and fruitful valley, out of which rises the pictu- 
resque city of Xalapa. 

In the midst of a glen of perennial green, nodding with orange- 
trees, palms, groves of roses and acacias, rises a hill, whose terraced 
sides are covered to the sumnffit with white-walled dwellings, tem- 
ples, and convents. Around frown wild and fantai 
whose shaggy sides are fringed with wilted pines ai 
bearded with aloes and agaves. The bloom and fn 
dell, and the romance of the adjacent scenery, are ei 
unrivalled taste, cl«anliness, and luxury of the to^ 
lected for the beauty and salubrity of its site, it wi 
old Spanish merchants of Vera Cruz as a summer i 
families from the heat and pestilence of the sea-boar 
some ten thousand population, and is celebrated above all the cities 
of the republic for its intelligent society, and the marvellous beauty 
of its women. The streets are tortuous and steep, and the archi- 
tecture massive and tasteful, the convent of San Francisco being 
amongst the largest and most ornamental monastic retreats in 
Mexico. 

The extraordinary fecundity of the surrounding soil, and the 
humid yet genial climate it enjoys, overflow their market with 
fruits, melons, and vegetables, of every variety and excellence. 
Amongst these are peaches, cherimoyers, granadillas, pine-apples, 
oranges, guava's, add grapes, sold at prices that would scarce be 
deemed, in other lands, a recompense for gathering them. 

East of Jalapa, the road continues over hills and heaths, with a 
gradual descent towards the coast, atone place sinking into ravines 
of goblin gloom, and at another bowling over ridges almost as level 
as the plain. In these elevated regions, the huts of its rude popu- 
lation are mostly constructed of hewn pine logs, floored and shin- 
gled afler the fashion of our frontier cabins. So difficult and 
rugged is this mountainous way, that the teams of the diligence on 
this part are composed exclusively of patient and sure-footed mules, 
the hardy horses of the country being unequal to the task of draw- 
ing their heavy loads with safety. 

Trains of American-built wagons, numbering fifty or seventy in 
procession, and drawn by twelve and sometimes fifleen mules, with 
caravans of arieros driving three and five hundred of these ani- 
mals, loaded with merchandise for the interior, give an occasional 
aspect of commerce to these solitudes. But no other signs of life 
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are to be met with, save here aod there an isolated hovel, perched 
amongst the sterile bills, to denote an ownership for the straggling 
flocks that browse amongst their clii&. 

From the village of Plan del Rio, a series of short and easy 
slopes brings you to the Puente Nacional, a magnificent stone 
bridge that spans the precipitous banks of the river Antigoa. A 
village of Indian huts, built of the bamboo cane, lies on one side of 
this mountain pass, and the ruins of fortifications on the adjacent 
heights show that its military importance has not been overlooked 
ia rormer times. 

.^er passing an undulating country of alternate plain and 
upland, decked with tropical trees and plants, but exhibiting at the 
same time a melancholy abandonment of inhabitants and cultiva- 
tion, you enter sandy and extended forests, as primeval in their 
tangled and un violated vegetation as they came from nature's hand. 
The rankness of the parasitic plants, festooning every branch of the 
enormous trees, and terracing their tops with beds of variegated 
bloom, the numerous stagnant and malarious-looking pools, hedged 
by banks of wild flbwers, smiling like deceitful wreaths round poi- 
soned goblets, the white- walled hacienda, and palm-thatched cottage 
of cane, proclaim you amongst the dangerous bowers of the tierra 
caliente. 

Perched upon the summit of some blasted and creeper-covered 
tree sits the drowsy zapilote, snufiing the scented gale for some 
taint of his prey, whilst the ferixsious destructor floats high in the 
empyrean above, watching the plain and mountain-side for a nobler 
banquet ^ 

Beyond the little village of Manantial, I encountered, for the 
first time, a quaint but comfortable conveyance, not uncommon to 
the coast country, called the litera. The traveller reposes on the 
cushioned floor of the oblong body, covered with an arched wea- 
ther-proof top, this is supported midway on tough and flexible 
shanis, projecting before and behind, and suspended by simple har- 
ness from the backs of mules. A couple of stout-looking Indians, 
with whips in their hands, walked by the side of the mules, direct- 
ing their gaits, whilst the luxurious passenger lolled on his back 
and sides, lazily expelling the smoke from a half-lit cigarrito. 

Manffa de Clavo, the hacienda of Santa Anna, lies to the left of 
the road, and is barely visible through the forest glades that sepa- 
uate it from the highway. This estate, though embracing an im- 
juenee quantity of land, is g'reatly inferior in cultivation and adorn- 
ment to many contiguous to it; the Dictator's military and civil 
engagements engrossing too much of his time to bestow the neces- 
sary care for its improvement. When overwhelmed by the disas- 
ters that occasionally beset his eventful career, he hies him to this 
friendly and remote retreat, finding, in a circle of devoted friends 
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and neighbours, sympathy for his misfortunes, and encouragement 
to renew the struggle of his destiriy. Within its 4sheltering soli- 
tudes has he again and again buried himself from public scorn and 
indignation, till the auspicious moment has arrived to resume his 
authority and popularity with his countrymen. 

A ride of twelve miles more brought me to Vera Cruz, and ter- 
minated my wanderings on Mexican soil. 

This <5ity, once the most renowned of any in the new world for 
its trade and commerce, extends along the low and sandy Gulf shore 
for more than two miles. Since the divorce of Spain and her 
colony, its prosperity has suffered a material reduction, having lost 
more than half of its commerce, and a still greater amount of its 
population. 

Its present census is estimated above seven thousand, and being 
destined for ever to continue the most important sea-port of the 
country, any change in the future must be one of advancement in 
wealth and numbers. 

The streets are regular jind clean, and the buildings massive and 
tasteful ; indicating a high degree of luxury and elegance in their 
interior finish. The cupolas and towers of the churches, and the 
battlements of the castle, present an imposing effect when viewed 
from the sea, but greatly exaggerate the real dimensions of the 
place. 

The castle of San Juan de Ulloa, so renowned for its strength, 
is built on an island, near a mile from the town, and is said to have 
co.-^t the Spanish Government near forty millions of dollars in its 
construction. It was the last foothold of Spain in the country, and 
when surrendered to the French, in 1838, was manned by but a 
tenth of the force requisite to garrison it properly. In compliment 
to their own valour in reducing it, they have chrii>tened it by va- 
rious titles, implying a degree of impregnability its age and im- 
perfect accessories of defence do not entitle it to. 

The Plaza is small, but surrounded by noble edifices, amongst 
which are the governor's palace, and various civil and military 
offices. A much larp:er square has been selected as the site for the 
now custom-house ; the granite for which has been brought from 
the United States, and will constitute the exclusive material to be 
used in its erection. 

The Mole is a work of great solidity and convenience, being fur- 
nished with broad stairs of masonry, and cranes to facilitate the 
landing of cargoes during the prevalence of storms that drive the 
waves entirely over it. 

Amongst the shipping in the harbour, the United States cutter 
Woodbury, lay moored about three miles distant ; being on the eve 
of sailing, after a month of fruitless detention, for an instalment 
of the American Indemnity. 

14* 
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Throufifh the politeness of Mr. Dimond, late United States con- 
sul at Vera Cruz, (whose disinterested humanity and untiring 
kindness to my comrades and self, whilst in Perote, can never be 
forgotten,) a passage was secured for me in the cutter to New 
Orleans. Groing on board immediately, I was most cordially and 
hospitably received by her gentlemanly commander, Captain Fos- 
ter. The next morning, Jul/ the 12th, we lefl our anchorage, 
with a fiiir wind, but it was not until tho following evening that 
the towering peak of Orizaba had melted behind the line of the 
laestem horizon. 
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CONCLUDING'REMARKS. 

AwD now, gentle reader, I am once more in the land of my boy- 
hood, in my native state, Kentucky, and as you may be anxious to 
know how my release from imprisonment was procured, I will 
close this Journal by gratifying that curiosity. It came upon me 
like the light of day returning upon one that had long been blind. 
It was as the manna that descended from heaven to feed the 
hungry Jews ; the hand that besought it was unknown, the individual 
that procured it was to me unknown. I had no conception how it 
happened that I should be the favoured of the many, and my liberty 
given me, while all my comrades in arms and fellow-soldiers were 
still doomed to wear away their days in this horrid prison. I did 
not know that while I was in chains, and suffering from want and 
a loathsome imprisonment, that I had a friend that neither spared 
pains, trouble, nor moncjir, to have me released ; but such was the 
fact, as I have learned since my return to the United States. 

General Milton Stapp, of Madison, Indiana, who is my father's 
brother, after trying every expedient that he could think of, to 
procure my release, through Judge Eve, the American Charge to 
Texas, and General Thompson, the American minister to Mexico, 
hit upgn the plan of goinff in person to General Almonte, the 
Mexican minister to the United States. This he did in April, 
1844, and afler several interviews with General Almonte, was 
successful in getting that gentleman's inte At in my behalf. This 
done, success was certain, and at the request of the Mexican 
Minister, I was released as before stated, on the 16th day of 
May, 1844. 

I am under many obligations to General Almonte for his kind 
interference for me, and respect Santa Anna for listening and 
giving his approbation to the application of my friend, and the 
recommendation of his minister, and some would say that gratitude 
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would dictate other languagfe than that which I have used toward 
Santa Anna in the foregoing; narrative, but to such I have to reply 
that these are facts that belong to the history of the country, apd 
cannot be given in exchange even for life itself. But sh^d 
Santa Anna or General Almonte ever be placed in the position 
that n«ccupi|^in the prison of Perote, and it is in my power to 
administer to^^r comfort or relief, they will not find me un- 
grateful or unmindfbikof their past favours. 
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THE 

HOME AND TRAVELLER'S 
LIBRARY. 

ISSUED BY*HE COMBUfATIOW OF if LABGE NUMBER OP PUB- 

LISHEttS IN THE YABIOUS CITIES AND TOWNS 

IN THE UNITED STATES. 

The main object of this undertaking: iiB to farnish all classes of 
readers throughout the Union, with the highest literature of the 
day, consisting, occasionally, of oiiginal Works and translations, 
partly of new editions of popnter publications, but mainly of reprints 
of English books, of sound character, by living authors of merit It 
is called for by the great armtf of readers which has risen up during^ 
the past few years, demanding something ttseful, agreeable^ and 
instrvctive, in an accessible form, and at the cheapest rale, in 
order to obviate the objection heretofore made to c+ieapness, from, 
its usual aecompenimer^t of small type and bad paper, it has bee^ 
'determined to publish a series of attractive and useful works, by 
approved authors, at a rate which shall place them within reach of 
the means of all. The Home and Traveller's Library will conse- 
quently be so conducted, that it may claim to be considered as the 
Library ov the People. The chief end and aim of both editor and 
publisher will N», to render it really worthy their confidence. 

The serK s of works designed to appear in the " Home and 
Traveller's l.'rary,'' ■\''ll be selected for their acknowledged merit, 
and A ill be cxilu^sivflv/ ^uch as are calculated to jiease the most 
ex >sive circles of rea(^.»rs. They will be printed in a convenient 
for ), for il.x • ocket an-^ jentre table, a»d issued punctually on the 
1st iind 15th o ^:e!i monlh by all booksellers and periodical agents; 
twii s' a nsont; ftvoluroe handsomely printed, of from 216 to 280 ^ 
Dagt , contain" ^ci^^ much matter as an ordinary London octavo of 
350 . uL^ns. EacV olume will be eesentjally a book — not a tractor 
pamphlet—a i ntcd book for the pocket and library. The 

price f/ ej"' mjI be twenty-five cEirrs, in a handsome cover. 
Evefy famify in the land will jjow have the opportunity presented, 
of laying up a penuancnt la ary in a condensed and portable form ! 
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The traveller in our steamboats, by railroad or. by ship, will here It 
sore to find an agreeable mental occupation, during his abaeoee 
from home ; home itself may be made happy and clieerful by the 
possession of so extended a resoiikfe. 

This series, of unparalleled cheapness and. universality, sJUifi 
caSkr to no depraved imagination; it shall consist of narratifM 
rather than disquisitions; — shall endeavour to make one part of the, 
world better acquainted with the other, by the publication of the 
journals of popular travellers ; dinecdotes and biographies of thft 
literary or eminent of both sexes, the best poetry and occasionally 
a volume of varieties ; indulging, also, in the more elevated claai 
of fiction and tales. 

To accomplish the above desirable ends, and to place on the 
counters of respectable^ booksellers, a library for sale which they 
can without hesitation recommend, the publishers have engaged 
the services of a gentleman of literary eminence, assisted by a 
number of judicious friends, with advantages and facilities possessed 
* by few, and with abilities in this department of selection, which the 
proprietors feel confidence in stating may be relied on. 

Pour numbers, containing four complete works, have already 
been issued. 

No. 1. TEXAS AND THE GULf' (fP MEXICO. 
By Mbs. f{oi7STouN. - - - 25 Cents. 

No. 2. THE ENGLISHWOMAN IN EGYPT. 
Sy,Miis. PooLE. - - - 25 Cents. 

No. 3. NIGHTS OP THE" ROUND TABLE. 25 Cents. 

No. 4. SKETCHES OP CREDULITY, IMPOS- 
TURE, AND DECEPTION. - - 25 Cents. 

Any person wishing one or more copies of the above works, can 
^ Tiave them sent through the mail, by enclosing the necessary 
, ^jj!^ amount, free of postage, to the subscribers. 

\ T^ Persons desireus to become agefits for the Home and Traveller's 
Library, will address the undersigned, postage ] 

G. B. ' ^ *^,^'\ 
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Recently Publishedi and for sale by Zieber & Co. 



THE WARWICK WOODLANDS, OR THINGS AS THEY 
WERE THERE TEN YEARS AGO;' by Frank Forester.— 
Henry William Herbert, Author of "Cromwell," "Marmaduke 
Wyvil," "Rose Castleton," " Ringwood the Rover," "Guarica," 
" The Brothers," &c, &c. 

MEMOIRS OF THE LITERARY LADIES OF ENGLAND, 

from the commencement of the last century. By Mrs. Elwood, 
Authoress of ** An Overland Journey to India." Price 25 Cents. 

SYLVESTER SOUND, THE SOMNAMBULIST, By the 

Author of " Valentine Vox, the Ventriloquist," &c. With lUustra- 
t*ons. Price 37 J Cents. 

vT. JAMES, A Romance. By William Harrison Ainsworth, 
Price 25 Cents. 

rHE LOVE MATCH, designed to illustrate the various con- 
victing influences which spring from the union of Mr. and Mrs. Tom 
Todd. By Henry Cockton, Esq., Author of " Sylvester Sound," &c. 

, n^itk Illustrations, in four Nos., each 12i Cents. 

t ^GH LIFE IN NEW YORK. By Jonathan SUck, Esq. 
of Weathersfield, Connecticut, Complete in one number, priA 
37* Cents. 

, ASTLE DISMAL, OR THE BACHELOR'S CHRISTMAS ; 

I a Domestic Legend. By W. O. Simms. Price 25 Cents. 

llELEN HALSEY, OR THE SWAMP STATE OF CON- 
FLACHITA ; a Tale of the Borders. By the Author of " The 
^ '♦ Yemassee;" " The Kinsmen," &c. Price 25 Cents. 

llBTORY OF ALL CHRISTIAN SECTS AND DENOMI- 

I NATIONS : their Origin, Peculiar Tenets, and Present Condition. 
\ tVith an Introductory Account of Atheists, Deists, Jews, Mahome* 
tans, Pagans, &c. By John Evans, LL. D. Price 37* Cents. 

TJE FASHIONABLE WIFE AND UNFASHIONABLE 

HUSBAND. ByMrs. Opie. Price 25 Cents. 

HE ROYAL SISTERS ; an Historical Romance of tlie Middle 
Ages. By Agn^s^^*'" and. Price 25 Cents. 

\LE OF 1. > i / XJhiMren. % Mn. Opi<^ 

Price 8/5 G«-« 

VLL' ontaining White lies, and Fabe 

>r Tfu, .ndon. Price 25 Cents. 

)N FRO . .> -uiiS TEN DAUGHTERS; an Histo- 

ical Romance of Spanish History. By Miss Agnes Strickland, An- 
choress of '' The Lives of the Queens of England," <' The Royal Sis- 
ters," &c. Price 25 Cents. 

riUlTZNER. By the Misses Lee. Price 2:^ Cents, 
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NEW. BOOKS, 

JUST PUBLISHED BY G, B. ZIEBER & CO., 

PHILADELPriflA. 



"TEXAS AND THE GULF OF MEXICO, OR YACHT- 

ing in the New World. By Mrs. Houston. . 288 pp. l8mo. Price 

25 cents, paper covers ; 371 cents bound. 
Zieber & Co. have published a very neat edition of Mrs. Houston's 
delightful work upon *' Jhxas and the G^lf of Mexico ;" which cannot 
fell to excite general interest, both by its subje<jt and by its manner, 
being one of the most agreeable volumes which has of late been issued 
from the press. The author observes keenly and writes well. — Ned'i 
Saturdcnf Oazette. -^ 

« THE ENGLISHMAN IN EGYPT ; LETTERS FROM 

Cairo," written during a residence there in 1842, '3 and '4, with 
E. "W. Lane, Esq., author of **The Modern ^Egyptians." By Ms 
Sister. 247 pp, ISmo.. Paper covers, 25 tents ; bound, S7j. 
This is a charming book, written with considerable liveliness, and 
containing many new facts, relative to society in Egypt, not before 
known to Europeans. The author, Mrs.lPoole, is a sister of the celebrated 
traveller. Lane, and was induced tto visit Cairo, at her brothes^s solici- 
tation, chiefly to obtain information respectifig the harem life of the 
women of the East. In this object she suecfeeded, though compelled, in 
or^r to eflfect it, to clothe herself in the costume of the Egyptian vo- 
men. Her accoimt of the manner in wl^ch the ladies of Cairo spend 
their time, and her remarks on the peculiar social system of the orien- 
tals are highly interesting.-»~?7 '?. Sat. Eveni?ig I'ost, 



"NIGHTS OF THE ROUND TABLE, OR STORI|;S OF 

Aunt Jane and her Friends.** By the author of " Ckm Albin,'' 

and ** Elizabeth De Bruce.** 252 pp. 18mo. Paper covers, 25 

• cents. 37i cents bound. 

This volume forms No. 3 of " The Home and Traveller's Library," 

now in course , of , publication. It contains "Nights of the Round 

Table, or Stories of Aunt Jane and her Friends.*' By the .author of 

" Claii Albin," and "Elizabeth De Bruce** It is a work of great 

interest, and is certainly, a very judicious selection for this popular 

series of works^ which are designed for very general circulation.— 

Philadelphia Saturday Courier, 

• ICr The above three works, each one complete in itSelf, are con 
tained in the first three Wos. of " The Home and Traveller's Library,' 
published semi-montiily, by ZIEBER & Co., Ledger Buiiding, Tlurd 
Street, near Chesnut, Hkiladelphia. 
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